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CRISIS IN IRAQ

US aid unlikely to break militant hold

Irag must mend sectarian rifts to turn the tide in fight against Islamic State, analysts say

By JoHN VANDIVER “A lot of things are going to have ing force. U.S. airstrikes can have |NS|DE
AND NANCY MONTGOMERY to go right to staunch the flow of ev- only limited effect against militants
Stars and Stripes erything that ha; %oni wg]tzng ” said  of the Islamic State group, who have Obama:
atricl inner, a  taken control of large swathes of the
The U.S. is poised to ramp up ANALYSIS former CIA case offi- country, including ;gnajor cities such us bmk.e
_millila_ry support for Iract( if ahnew, cer with operational 45 Mosul. i mountain
inclusive government takes shape. experience in Irag. ite i ili in- i
Even that won’t be enough to beat “There is a very good chance that the vogziﬁ‘g:tl‘;i?ﬁ?l‘i’r:ﬁts-gxpol}j;a?éé?d Sl.ege.’ but
back rampaging Islamic militants construct of Iraq will fall apart.” be an on-{he- round reality in Ira airstrikes
SpOOn retu rns unless something extraordinary So far, it is far from clear that Iraq ¢ 1 8 lyst 4 to continue
- - happens: Iraq mends age-old sectar- is capable of overcoming those divi- 0F Y64rs (0 come, analysts warn. :
W|th freSh IdeaS, ian rifts, experts say. sions to field a unified, effective fight- SEE AID ON PAGE 4 Page 5
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Davip Carson, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/AP
A man watches police through a cloud of smoke during a clash with pi Mo., on We night. Riots in the St. Louis

suburb rocked by racial unrest over the death of an unarmed black leenager lumed violent, WIIh some people lobbing Molotov cocktails
and other objects at police who responded with smoke bombs and tear gas.
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“It's not just how
much rain fell; it’s
how fast it fell. We're
talking about billions
and billions of gallons
of water, and it all has
to go somewhere.”

— Accuweather senior
meteorologist Jack Boston on
unusually heavy rains that soaked
communities across the U.S.

See story on Page 12
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1st Cav troops headed to Poland, Baltics

By Jon HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Approxi-
mately 600 soldiers from the
Army’s 1st Brigade, 1st Cavalry
Division will deploy to Poland
and the Baltic states to help re-
assure European allies who feel
threatened by Russian military
moves, the Pentagon announced
Wednesday.

The troops and their equipment
— which includes M-1 Abrams
tanks, infantry fighting vehicles
and armored personnel carriers
— will go to Europe in October
for a three-month series of train-
ing exercises.

The soldiers, based at Fort
Hood, Texas, are replacing about
600 paratroopers from the Army’s
173rd Airborne Brigade, which is
based in Vicenza, Italy. The “Sky
Soldiers” have been conducting
exercises with Poland, Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia since April
as part of ongoing Operation At-
lantic Resolve.

“These land training exercis-
es ... help foster interoperabil-
ity through small-unit and leader
training,” Pentagon spokesman
Col. Steve Warren said.

In addition to ground forces,
the U.S. has also sent F-16 combat
aircraft to Poland and participat-
ed in NATO air policing missions

over the Baltics.

The exercises came at the re-
quest of host nations that fear a
resurgent Russia, which annexed
the Crimea region of Ukraine
earlier this year and continues to
support a pro-Russia separatist
movement in eastern Ukraine.

For months, the Russian mili-
tary has massed forces along the
border with Ukraine and has pro-
vided advanced weaponry and
other assistance to the rebels.
In recent days, Moscow has an-
nounced its intention to send a
convoy of trucks into Ukraine to
deliver what it says is humanitar-
ian aid to separatist-held areas
under pressure from Ukrainian

government forces.

Kiev has said it will allow Rus-
sian humanitarian aid into the
affected region, but only if it is de-
livered by the International Red
Cross. Russia wants to deliver the
supplies directly.

Ukrainian and Western of-
ficials are concerned that the
alleged humanitarian mission
might be a ruse to enable Russia
to provide more military help to
the separatists.

On Tuesday, Warren warned
that Russian aid convoys could be
a “Trojan horse.”

harperjon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Russia, Ukraine play game of chicken over aid convoy

BY ALEXANDER RosLyakov
The Associated Press

KAMENSK-SHAKHTINSKY,
Russia — In a diplomatic game
of chicken, a large Russian aid
convoy rolled toward the Ukrai-
nian border on Thursday — but
it was heading toward a crossing
controlled by pro-Russia rebels
instead of a government post as
Ukraine had demanded.

Ukraine’s government threat-
ened to block the convoy if the
cargo could not be inspected
and announced it was organiz-
ing its own aid shipment to the
war-wracked separatist region of
Luhansk.

The Russian convoy of more
than 200 vehicles had been parked
at amilitary depot in the southern
Russian city of Voronezh since
late Tuesday amid disagreement
over how and where the aid could
be delivered to eastern Ukraine,

Correction

The story on problems
with shipping private vehi-
cles in Thursday’s editions
should have said that the
laid-off workers sharing
frustrations were with the
previous contractor, Amer-
ican Auto Logistics, and
that Sabrina Tunis’ vehicle
was delayed five weeks.

PaveL GoLovKIN/AP

A convoy of white trucks with purported humanitarian aid travels
Thursday about 17 miles from the Ukrainian border in the Rostov-

on-Don region, Russia.

where government troops are
battling armed separatists.

On Thursday, the white-tarped
trucks, some flying the red flag
of Moscow and accompanied by
military vehicles, drove down a
winding highway through sun-
flower fields and green hills, then
turned west toward the rebel-held
border crossing of Izvaryne.

The trucks pulled off about 17
miles from the border and parked
in a large field where dozens of
beige tents had been set up. Driv-
ers in matching delivery outfits
got out and relaxed, making it un-
clear whether the convoy would
cross into Ukraine later in the
day or spend the night on Russian
soil.

The route suggested Russia

was intent on not abiding by a
tentative agreement to deliver
aid to a government-controlled
border checkpoint in the Kharkiv
region, where it could more easily
be inspected by Ukraine and the
Red Cross. Moscow has insisted
it coordinated the dispatch of the
goods, which it says range from
baby food and canned meat to
portable generators and sleeping
bags, with the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross.

Andriy Lysenko, a spokesman
for Ukraine’s National Secu-
rity and Defense Council, said
Ukraine would be forced to act
if the Russians refused to allow a
Red Cross inspection of its cargo.
“In this case, movement of the
convoy will be blocked with all

-~
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the forces available,” he said.

Although the Izvaryne border
crossing remained in rebel hands,
areas south of Luhansk have been
bitterly fought over and the loca-
tion of forces is in constant flux.
It’s unclear whether all the towns
and villages from the border to
Luhansk are still controlled by
rebels.

ICRC spokeswoman Anastasia
Isyuk said talks between the or-
ganization, Ukraine and Russia
were continuing but she could not
confirm where the Russian con-
voy was headed.

“The plans keep changing, the
discussions are going ahead and
we will not confirm for sure until
we know an agreement has been
reached,” Isyuk said in Geneva.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry says
the convoy has 262 vehicles, in-
cluding about 200 trucks carry-

ing aid.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, meanwhile, addressed

hundreds of lawmakers Thursday
in the Black Sea resort of Yalta in
Crimea, which was annexed by
Russia from Ukraine in March.
He did not speak specifically
about the convoy.

In arelatively subdued address,
Putin said Russia’s goal was “to
stop bloodshed in Ukraine as
soon as possible.” Moscow should
improve life in Ukraine “without
building a wall from the West,”
he said, but asserted that Russia
would “not allow anyone to treat
us with arrogance.”
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Abdullah ally warns of ‘one-sided’ recount

By PaMELA CONSTABLE
The Washington Post

KABUL, Afghanistan — A powerful Af-
ghan governor and former militia leader
who had threatened mass protests in the
wake of the disputed presidential runoff in
June warned Wednesday of a “civil upris-
ing” if the ongoing ballot recount proves
biased and his candidate, Abdullah Abdul-
lah, is not named the winner.

Attah Mohammed Noor, 50, had not been
seen in public since the election controver-
sy and was rumored to have fled Afghani-
stan. He came to the capital Wednesday
and said he had been away undergoing sur-
gery for shrapnel wounds suffered during
the Afghan-Soviet conflict.

Noor immediately issued a blunt chal-

lenge to the costly, high-stakes process
undertaken by Afghan and international
officials to salvage the country’s first dem-
ocratic transfer of power since the over-
throw of the Taliban regime in 2001.

“If the vote recount is one-sided or
fraudulent, we will not bow down and ac-
cept the results,” he said in an interview.
“We do not want a crisis, but we will de-
fend the rights of our people. We will have
a big civil uprising. ... We will occupy gov-
ernment buildings and institutions. ... We
will boycott the process, and we will not
recognize the next government because it
will have no legitimacy.”

His comments came a day after Abdul-
lah’s rival, Ashraf Ghani, appeared to back
away from a power-sharing relationship

outlined in a joint-governing agreement
both sides reached in June at U.S. urging,
saying, “Dual authority is not possible.”

Noor made similar threats in June after
preliminary results showed Abdullah, who
came in first in an initial round of voting in
April but did not win a majority, losing to
Ghani in the runoff. Abdullah alleged mas-
sive fraud, and tensions mounted.

Although Noor said he and other mem-
bers of Abdullah’s team want to be “reliable
partners” for the international community,
he also made it clear that he does not trust
the foreign-backed vote audit and that he
sees himself as an avenger of the millions
of Afghans who voted for Abdullah and feel
they have been cheated of victory twice in
five years.

In the 2009 presidential election, Abdul-
lah was the main challenger to incumbent
Hamid Karzai. As in 2014, Abdullah ap-
peared to be winning, but there were major
charges of election fraud. In the end, he
agreed to withdraw his candidacy to avoid a
volatile runoff, and Karzai was sworn in for
his second five-year term.

This time, Noor said, “everyone knew
he [Abdullah] won the honorable vote, but
the triangle of the government, [Karzai’s]
palace and election commission did fraud.
We accepted the option of the recount, but it
must be fair. Otherwise the sacrifice of the
voters will have been in vain. If it is not fair,
if there is still fraud, we will not accept it.”

He did not say how he would gauge the
fairness of the audit.

Work finally begins on
building Marine Corps

On-base
shelters for

runway on Okinawa

By MarTHEW M. BURKE
AND CHIvoMI SUMIDA
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— Workers began installing buoys
and floats in the waters off Camp
Schwab on Thursday, marking the
start of construction that will one
day facilitate the move of Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma to the
northern part of the island, as well
as the relocation of thousands of
U.S. Marines to Guam as part of
the Pacific realignment.

Small-scale protests occurred
in front of the Marine Corps base
and at the nearby Henoko fishing
port as workers set up the bound-
ary to the planned reclamation

project in
4 . Oura Bay.
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Susumu Inamine tioned at
Nago mayor Futenma.
The
landfill for the airfield has been a
sore spot for locals who fear dam-
age to the bay’s diverse marine
ecosystem.

Japanese officials declined to
say when the survey would com-
mence, but Japanese media re-
ported it could happen as soon as
Monday.

Nago Mayor Susumu Inamine
criticized Tokyo for moving for-
ward with the military project.

“Forcibly conducting a survey
for landfill work against the will
of residents violates both human
rights and rich biodiversity of the
region,” Inamine said in a state-
ment. “I will stand firm on my
belief that we would never allow to
have a new military base, neither
on land nor at sea. I am resolved
to continue to fight against the
government’s policy.”

Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakai-
ma’s office declined to comment.

Maritime Self-Defense Force
and coast guard ships were out in
force as work began to install the
buoys about 7:30 a.m. Thursday.
At the same time, protesters held
signs and took refuge from an un-
relenting sun under a blue tarp
on the sidewalk in front of Camp
Schwab.

At Henoko, longtime activists
against the move were subdued
but vowed to continue the fight,
resigned to the fact that they may
have lost this particular battle.

“We may not be able to stop
the landfill work, but the losers
are the mainland and its govern-
ment,” said Osamu Taira, 82, an
Okinawa-born pastor who has
been involved in protest move-
ment for 18 years. “Construction
of a new military base on Okinawa
will trigger Okinawa’s departure
from Japan. Independence will
become an option.”

The protesters criticized Tokyo
for the burden placed upon OKi-
nawa by hosting a dispropor-
tionate number of U.S. military
forces. Of the approximate 50,000
U.S. troops based in Japan, about
30,000 are located on the small
island prefecture, which is the
poorest in Japan. They called the
runway and planned relocation of
the Marine aircraft to their part of
the island undemocratic.

Marine Corps officials did not
respond to a request for comment
by press time.

The issues behind the protest
movement on Okinawa are deeply
rooted in Okinawan history.

Once an independent kingdom,
the island was occupied by the
Chinese, the Japanese and the

Kvopo News/AP

Workers set up a no-go zone in the sea off Nago, Okinawa, on
Thursday. Japanese officials said buoys are being floated off the
southernmost island of Okinawa in one of the first steps in the
relocation of an American military base.

U.S. Many still harbor resentment
for civilian casualties at the end
of World War II and the Japanese
decision to abandon the island and
fortify the mainland after Ameri-
ca’s decisive victory there in 1945.
Okinawa was reverted back to
Japanese control in 1972.

The relocation of Marines from
the densely populated center of the
island was first advocated in the
late 1990s over fears of aircraft
crashes. But the plan really gained
momentum after the 2004 crash of
a CH-53D Sea Stallion into Okina-
wa International University.

Still, the protesters claim the
majority of Okinawans are against
keeping the Marine Corps air op-
erations on Okinawa.

“Construction of a new military
base is about to start by ignoring
the voices of the people of Okina-
wa who are against it,” said pro-
test organizer Takako Shi a

Gifu prefecture. “We may not be
able to stop this construction, but
Okinawa’s voice will certainly
reach out to the rest of the world.”

The protesters said the Novem-
ber governor’s election would act
as a referendum on the project
and let their voices be known to
the world. Nakaima is running
against Naha Mayor Takeshi
Onaga and former state minister
under the Democratic Party-led
government Mikio Shimoji.

Nakaima has drawn fire as of
late for signing off on the project
in December.

Onaga is adamantly against it,
and Shimoji has called for prefec-
tural referendum.

There is also an ongoing law-
suit in U.S. federal court over the
effects the runway would have
on the dugong, a large sea mam-
mal that uses the bay as a feeding
ground.

50, who moved to Okinawa from

burke.matt@stripes.com

immigrants
are closing

The Associated Press

PORT HUENEME, Calif.
— Officials have closed the three
shelters for unaccompanied im-
migrant children that were set
up temporarily on military bases
to cope with a surge of Central
Americans illegally crossing the
border.

Children were discharged
Saturday from Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland in Texas, and
the shelter closed earlier this
week, said Krista Piferrer, a
spokeswoman for BCFS, a non-
profit group contracted to run the
shelter.

The shelter at Fort Sill in south-
west Oklahoma closed Aug. 6,
said Kenneth Wolfe, the spokes-
man for the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services’
Administration for Children and
Families. The shelter at Naval
Base Ventura County in Califor-
nia shut down Aug. 7, Wolfe told
the Ventura County Star.

The shelters could be reopened
if border crossings spike again,
Wolfe previously said.

About 7,700 children were
housed at the bases since shelters
opened in May and early June.
The average stay was 35 days.

Last week, government officials
estimated that closing all three
shelters would take between two
and eight weeks.

From October to June, more
than 57,000 unaccompanied chil-
dren, mostly from Honduras,
Guatemala and El Salvador, have
illegally crossed the U.S.-Mexico
border.

By law, unaccompanied child
immigrants from countries that
don’t border the United States
must be handed over to the De-
partment of Health and Human
Services within 72 hours of being
detained. The government is re-
sponsible for caring for the chil-
dren until they are united with
a relative or sponsor in the U.S.
while waiting for immigration
court hearings to proceed.



Pace 4 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Friday, August 15,2014

CRISIS IN IRAQ

Aid: Analyst says ‘Iragis have to come together’ to defeat militant group

FROM FRONT PAGE

Without a profound political
shift in Iraq, more U.S. aid will do
little to alter security conditions
in a country that faces the pros-
pect not only of breaking apart,
but of having the self-declared
Islamic State as an immovable
force in the region for the fore-
seeable future, the experts say.

For nearly a week, the U.S. has
been conducting airstrikes on
limited Islamic State targets in
northern Iraq. A modest number
of special operations forces have
been dispatched to assess the cri-
sis and advise Iraq’s floundering
army.

Another small group of Marines
and special operations troops was
sent to assist Kurdish troops in
evacuating Mount Sinjar, where
militants, also known as ISIS or
ISIL, had trapped thousands of
minority Yazidis. The U.S. said
late Wednesday that the crisis had
been eased by U.S. airstrikes and
an offensive by Kurdish fighters.

But U.S. military officials have
said limited airstrikes alone will
not be enough to turn the tide on
the battlefield.

“The effectiveness of airstrikes
is overstated,” Skinner said.
“They’re pretty good if you catch
someone in the open, but there is
a huge issue with collateral dam-
age or innocent people getting
killed, so that is not the answer.”

Off the table is any plan to
commit U.S. ground forces to the
fight. The Obama administration
has ruled that out and few of his
most vocal foreign policy oppo-
nents are calling for a major U.S.
ground force.

But top U.S. officials say more
support could be forthcoming in
other areas apart from the semi-
autonomous  Kurdish region,
where airstrikes have enabled
its peshmerga forces to keep the
Islamic State from advancing on
the regional capital, Irbil.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
and Secretary of State John Kerry
say more military and economic
assistance is under consideration
should Iraq form a more inclusive
government once Prime Minis-
ter Nouri al-Maliki leaves office.
That could take time, given al-
Maliki’s constitutional challenge
to the designation of a rival can-
didate to form a new government
and the complexity of reaching a
coalition deal with disparate po-
litical factions.

Even with a new government in
place, reconstituting the heavily
Shiite Iraqi army, which is dis-
trusted by Sunnis and Kurds and
which has already fled the fight
once, could be a slow process.

“Iraqis have to come together,”
Skinner said. “The army has to
pick up the weapons it already
dropped.”

Should the U.S. eventually com-
mit more military assistance, that
could include rearming the Iraqi
army, which abandoned stock-
piles of weapons when it fled Is-
lamic State fighters in Mosul and
western Iraq. Placing U.S. special
operations forces closer to the
fight to help call in airstrikes also
could be an option, as well as an
expanded air campaign, analysts
say.

260 miles

KuaLiD MonammeD/AP

An Iraqi woman and her daughter from the Yazidi community sleep under a bridge Thursday in Dahuk,
northwest of Baghdad

. The United Nations has announced its highest level of emergency for

the humanitarian crisis in Iraq in the wake of the onslaught by Islamic militants who have overrun much
of the country’s north and west and have driven hundreds of thousands from their homes.

“If we decide we’re going to
support the Iraq government in
re-establishing the territorial in-
tegrity of the country, air power
could come in,” said Karl Muel-
ler, an expert at the Washington-
based RAND Corp. “But there’s
very little to be optimistic about
at the moment.”

None of those assistance options
will eliminate the Islamic State
threat without a corresponding
ground offensive by Iraqi forces,
which face steep obstacles, Skin-
ner said.

The U.S. has already an-
nounced it is rearming the Kurds
— a step the Baghdad govern-
ment had been reluctant to see
for fear it might encourage the
oil-rich Kurdish region to seek
full independence.

Mueller acknowledged that
arming the Kurds “represents a
step in the way of supporting the
Kurds as a kind of autonomous,
separate entity from Iraq.”

Despite the risks, “the Iraqi
army is going to have to walk with
the Kurds, when just two months
ago they were fighting each other
over oil. It would have to be a re-
markable turn of events,” Skinner
said. “If that doesn’t happen, next
year, you're probably going to be
having discussions with Irbil as
a government. If Iraq can’t unify
to face a mortal threat, then they
are doomed.”

An alternative scenario that
some experts say is more likely
to cause the Islamic State group
trouble is to reach out to the Sunni
populations to rise up against the
Islamic State, which they did in
2006 and 2007 against the mili-
tants’ predecessor, al-Qaida in
Iraq.
The “Anbar Awakening,” en-

couraged and supported by the
U.S. military during the 2007
troop surge, was a turning point
in the Iraq War.

“Over the long run, people don’t
like being governed by psychotic
Islamic fundamentalists,” Muel-
ler said. “They’re better at terror-
izing people and seizing territory
than holding and governing it. In
the long run, there is the possibil-
ity that a prolonged jihadist state
sort of burns itself out.”

Initially, many Sunnis accept-
ed Islamic State fighters in places
such as Mosul because they hated
the mostly Shiite Iraqi army. If
Sunni tribes turn against the Is-
lamic State, its fighters would
have their hands full, Skinner
said.

“It’s not that ISIS is so strong,
it’s that their opponents have been
so weak,” Skinner said.

US policy debate

In the U.S., domestic critics say
the Iraq crisis is another example
of the Obama administration’s
clumsy response to unrest sweep-
ing the Middle East since the
Arab Spring uprisings erupted
in Tunisia in December 2010 and
spread across the region.

Rather than bring democracy
across the Middle East, the wave
of unrest has led to chaos in Libya,
strongman rule in Egypt and civil
war in Syria.

Critics, including former Sec-
retary of State and presumptive
Democratic presidential candi-
date Hillary Clinton and Arizona
Republican Sen. John McCain,
argue that Obama’s refusal to
arm moderate Syrian opposition
fighters during the early stages
of the civil war there helped give

rise to the Islamic State group.

Islamic extremists honed their
battle skills in the war against
the regime of Syrian President
Bashar Assad before moving
swiftly through parts of Iraq to
form a cross-border Islamic State
or caliphate.

The Islamic State’s battlefield
successes have drawn recruits
from Europe, the U.S. and, report-
edly, members of al-Qaida-linked
groups. By some estimates, the Is-
lamic State has up to 15,000 fight-
ers, which critics say has dire
implications for U.S. security.

“ISIS is advancing on critical
cities in Iraq, Syria and Leba-
non, nearing our allies in Jordan
and Turkey, and threatening our
own personnel in northern Iraq,
McCain said in a statement Tues-
day. “They have created a terror-
ist sanctuary much larger and
richer than that of al-Qaida prior
to 9/11 and their leadership has
already expressed ambitions to
attack the United States.”

But some experts on the region
believe an early backing of anti-
Assad moderates probably would
not have blunted the Islamic
State’s rise.

Jihadists, not moderates, were
always the dominant forces in the
Syrian uprising, said Dana Allin,
a senior fellow at the Internation-
al Institute for Strategic Studies.

“I find it hard to believe that
earlier and more vigorous sup-
port (of the moderates) would
have made all that much differ-
ence,” Allin said in a video post-
ed on the IISS website, echoing
Obama’s own views.

During his time with the CIA,
Skinner said programs aimed at
arming moderates often failed.

“I have some experience with

that and it doesn’t work,” said
Skinner, who now works as an
analyst with New York-based
Soufan Group, an international
security firm. “Give the weapons
to the people who are moderate
and watch what happens. The ex-
tremists, who are savages, come
and take them. The savages will
out-fight them.”

ISIL in perspective

Whether the Islamic State is
intent on exporting terror beyond
the Middle East isn’t at all clear.

“Under the circumstances, it is
not obvious there would be an im-
perative for the U.S. to go to war
against a group like that,” Muel-
ler said. “We don’t go to war with
North Korea, though it is horren-
dous for people inside its borders.
I don’t know [that] ISIS is a na-
tional security imperative.”

But the threat to Western inter-
ests and America’s allies in the
region, such as Jordan and Saudi
Arabia, shouldn’t be overstated,
some experts caution.

If the U.S. military can help in
one area, it might be in punctur-
ing the aura of invincibility that
surrounds the militant group,
whose gains on the battlefield are
unprecedented, Skinner said.

In the world of jihad, signing
up with the group is like “going
to play for the Yankees,” Skinner
said.

Airstrikes can’t deliver a
knockout punch to the group as
a whole, but they can damage its
mystique, which is luring fighters
from around the word.

“The first time they get unde-
niably crushed and lose, say, 800
fighters, which is a lot for them,
that will make a difference, and
the U.S. can help with that,” Skin-
ner said. “If they stick their head
up, hit them hard.”
vandiver.john@stripes.com
montgomery.nancy@stripes.com
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CRISIS IN IRAQ

Humanitarian teams

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama said Thursday
that U.S. humanitarian teams as-
sisting members of the Yazidi sect
in northern Iraq will be pulled
from the country within days fol-
lowing a successful mission.

While the refugees on Sinjar
Mountain appear safe, humani-
tarian missions and airstrikes to
protect United States personnel
and facilities from the Islamic
State will continue in Iraq, the
president said.

Obama broke from his vacation
on Martha’s Vineyard in Massa-
chusetts to warn Americans that
the situation there remains dire
overall and that the U.S. still has
a role — without having combat
troops on the ground — in com-
bating the Islamic State, which
has taken over large swaths of the
country, slaughtered members of
religious minorities and sought
to impose a fundamentalist reli-
gious state.

“The situation remains dire for
Iraqis subject to [Islamic State’s]
terror around the country,”
Obama said. “We will continue
airstrikes to protect our people
and facilities in Iraq.”

The administration has been
hoping for a nonmilitary solu-

tion where Baghdad counters
the advance of Islamic State by
bringing Sunni Muslims into the
government and strengthening
national security. On Thursday,
Obama endorsed newly named
Iraq Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi and said Abadi is in
agreement on how to solve Iraq’s
security crisis.

“We spoke about the need for
the kind of inclusive govern-
ment, the kind of government
that speaks to all the people of
Iraq, that is needed right now,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Obama said Amer-
icans should be proud of the ef-
forts over the past week to assist
the Yazidis. Airstrikes pushed
back Islamic State forces threat-
ening the refugees, and U.S. air-
drops delivered 114,000 meals.

“Without food or water, they
faced a terrible choice — starve
on the mountain or be slaughtered
on the ground,” Obama said.

The Pentagon said Thursday
that it saw little if any need to
airdrop more food and water to
Iraqis atop Sinjar because most
of the stranded have left and the
remainder are in less dire need, a
spokesman said Thursday.

Rear Adm. John Kirby, the
Pentagon press secretary, said
U.S. officials believe the number
on Sinjar is now “in the neighbor-

to leave within days

hood of 4,000,” and that between
1,500 and 2,000 of those are local
residents who live there and have
no plans to leave.

“We believe based on our as-
sessment of conditions on the
mountain that it is much less
likely that we’ll need to continue
to airdrop any more food and
water,” Kirby said. The last air-
drop was Wednesday.

A US. assessment team that
spent Wednesday on the moun-
taintop reported numbers far
smaller and circumstances less
dire than feared. Two officials
said they estimated that roughly
4,500 were atop the mountain,
half of which were local herders.

That makes it less likely that
U.S. troops will need to conduct
a major rescue effort, but it does
not substantially change the big
picture in Iraq, which is in crisis
with a failing government and an
aggressive Sunni insurgency.

The Obama administration
has been airdropping food on
the mountain and contemplating
a military-led rescue of civilians
who fled there to escape the mili-
tant group known as the Islamic
State. But it had been unclear how
many people might need evacua-
tion. Some had reported them to
number in the tens of thousands.

After being briefed on the as-
sessment team’s trip to Sinjar

Mountain, Defense Secretary
Chuck Hagel on Wednesday
called the assessment a bit of
good news. Of the U.S. effort in
Iraq, he said: “It’s not over. It’s
not complete.”

Attacks across Iraq’s north and
west by the Islamic State and its
Sunni militant allies this summer
have displaced members of the
minority Christian and Yazidi re-
ligious communities and threat-
ened neighboring Iragi Kurds in
the autonomous region.

Thousands of Yazidis on the
mountain were able to leave
each night over the last several
days, Kirby said in a statement
Wednesday.

The U.S. troops and U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development
staff who conducted the assess-
ment on Sinjar — fewer than 20
people — did not engage in com-
bat operations and all returned
safely to Irbil by military aircraft,
he said.

“The Yazidis who remain are in
better condition than previously
believed and continue to have ac-
cess to the food and water that we
have dropped,” Kirby said. “We
will continue to provide humani-
tarian assistance as needed and
will protect U.S. personnel and
facilities.”

The Associated Press contributed to
this story.

Iraqi army, militants
clash west of Baghdad

BAGHDAD — Clashes be-
tween Iraqi troops and Sunni
militants west of Baghdad killed
at least four children Thursday
as the United Nations announced
its highest level of emergency for
the Arab country’s humanitarian
crisis in the wake of the onslaught
by the extremist Islamic State
group.

The UN. on Wednesday de-
claredthesituationinIraga“Level
3 Emergency” — a development
that will trigger additional goods,
funds and assets to respond to the
needs of the displaced, said U.N.
special representative Nickolay
Mladenov, pointing to the “scale
and complexity of the current hu-
manitarian catastrophe.”

The Security Council also said
it was backing a newly nominated
premier-designate in the hope
that he can swiftly form an “in-
clusive government” that could
counter the insurgent threat.

Fighting erupted early Thurs-
day in the militant-held city of
Fallujah, about 40 miles west of
Baghdad. The clashes on the city’s
northern outskirts killed four
children, along with a woman and
at least 10 militants, said Fallujah
hospital director Ahmed Shami.

It was difficult to gauge the
situation in Fallujah, which has
been in the hands of the Islamic
State since early January, when
the militants seized much of the
province.

From The Associated Press
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Civilian doctors to back up VA primary care

By Tom PHILPOTT

More than two decades ago,
when a shrinking military health
care system saw patient demand
exceed its capacity to deliver
timely care, particularly for a
burgeoning retiree population,
the Department of Defense con-
tracted with the private sector
to provide alternative networks
of civilian physicians to de-
liver managed care to military
beneficiaries.

The Department of Veterans
Affairs is moving down a simi-
lar path of contracting for civil-
ian provider networks. For the
VA, however, the networks are to
handle only an overflow of need-
ed care, not to offer an alternative
enrollment option to the VA’s in-
tegrated health care system.

The networks also are helping
to address an access-to-care cri-
sis that in recent months shred-
ded VA credibility and forced
leadership changes.

On Wednesday, less than a
week after President Barack
Obama signed into law the Veter-
ans Access, Choice and Account-
ability Act of 2014 to mandate
that the VA offer more timely and
convenient to veterans, the VA
announced expansion of its new
Patient-Centered Community
Care (PC3) contracts so they also
deliver primary care to veterans
when and where the VA cannot.

The PC3 networks started op-
erating in January as a backstop
to provide specialty care, mental
health care, limited emergency
care and also limited newborn
care to infants of female veterans.
With their new responsibility to
deliver primary care, these PC3
networks clearly have gained im-

MiLITARY
UPbpATE

portance as tools VA will routinely
use during the next several years
to restore timely access to care.

Those provider networks will
be familiar to many veterans
whose families relied on them for
Tricare services while members
still served on active duty. The
TriWest Healthcare Alliance,
headquartered in Phoenix, Ariz.,
was support contractor for the
Tricare West Region until two
years ago. Now it will backstop
VA care in 28 states and U.S. Pa-
cific territories.

HealthNet Federal Services
of Arlington, Va., still manages
patient care for Tricare North
Region. It now will provide both
primary and specialty backup
care to veterans in the other 22
states when the VA decides it own
facilities and staff can’t deliver
timely or convenient care.

The addition of primary care
to PC3 contracts is “another ex-
ample of how we are working
to ensure veterans get the care
they need, when they need it and
where they want to be seen,” new
VA Secretary Robert A. McDon-
ald said in a statement announc-
ing the change.

The statement also said the
VA continues to review how PC3
“may be used to help implement
the new law. It also emphasized,
however, that all PC3 care to vet-
erans will be “coordinated with
their VA providers.”

Sailor to be punished over
rape threat on social media

By JAMES QUEALLY
Los Angeles Times

A sailor based in Washing-
ton state has been found guilty
of threatening in a social media
posting to rape a California naval
recruit and will face internal dis-
cipline, Navy officials told the Los
Angeles Times on Wednesday.

Nicholas Lord, a sailor aboard
the aircraft carrier Nimitz, sta-
tioned in Bremerton, Wash., was
accused of making the lewd com-
ments last month after the woman
posted a picture of herself and
said she was joining the Navy.

“If T could and I knew you I'd
hold you down and rape you,”
Lord wrote, authorities say.

Cmdr. Jeannie Groeneveld,
public affairs officer for Naval
Air Force Pacific, told The
Times that Lord had been found
guilty of using indecent language
and would face an undisclosed
punishment.

He has not been removed
from the Navy, according to
Groeneveld, who said possible
punishments include demotion
or a reduction in salary. Privacy

laws bar the Navy from releasing
specific details about an internal
inquiry.

Lord, who joined the Navy in
2008 and served as a petty offi-
cer second class and electrician’s
mate aboard the Nimitz, did not
respond to messages seeking
comment. Attempts to contact the
woman at whom the comment was
aimed have been unsuccessful.

The Navy does not have a gen-
eral social media policy for its
sailors, according to Groeneveld.

“For personal social media sites
for Navy sailors, there isn’t an
overarching policy, because our
servicemembers have a right to
free speech,” she said. “They are
held accountable for their actions
when their comments fall outside
of good order and discipline.”

The initial comment, made last
month, immediately went viral,
sparking controversy on Web
pages for naval recruits and a
page for the Nimitz.

It remains unclear whether the
woman, who once lived in Sali-
nas, Calif., has reported for basic
training.

That’s a critical point for veter-
ans’ service organizations. They
favor the VA hiring more staff and
building more VA clinics over any
migration of health services into
the private sector. The fear is that
could degrade the VA’s capacity
over time to provide veterans, in-
cluding those catastrophically in-
jured in war, with full-spectrum
health care they will need for a
lifetime.

In an interview Wednesday,
David MclIntyre, president and
chief executive officer of TriWest,
was sensitive to that, emphasiz-
ing that PC3 networks will dif-
fer in a critical way from Tricare
networks.

Tricare providers offer ben-
eficiaries a “stand-alone, paral-
lel plan” of enrollment to using
military health care on base. By
contrast, veterans who need oc-
casional care through the PC3
networks will remain enrolled
and will have its care monitored
by the VA health care system,
Mclntyre said.

“That’s the core of what the VA
PC3 is,” he said. “It’s not to serve
as a threat, frankly, to the VA
system. It’s really a wraparound
network.”

Meclntyre also touted the value
to the VA of having consolidated
networks of providers ready to
serve as a “relief valve” when
veterans can’t get timely, conve-
nient care from inside the VA. He
noted that discovery of thousands
of veterans awaiting care through
the Phoenix VA Health Care Sys-
tem “lit off the furnace” of the
crisis over veterans facing long
wait times for care.

Yet last month, McIntyre said,
civilian providers working under
the TriWest PC3 network provid-
ed specialty care to about 3000
veterans in the Phoenix area as
part of an aggressive VA effort to
end patient backlogs.

“Today,” he said, “every vet-
eran who cannot be seen in the
[Phoenix] VA on the specialty
side gets care within standards
downtown. ... The backlog in spe-

cialty care has been worked off
and 4400 providers in Maricopa
County surrounding the [Phoe-
nix] VA medical center are that
safety net.”

Starting this month, under
newly modified contracts, Tri-
West and HealthNet will begin
to backstop VA on primary care
appointments at select locations.
By December, primary care will
be available in “all of the areas
in which we operate,” McIntyre
said. PC3 contracts also were
changed to aligned networks to
tighter “drive times” for care ac-
cess set in the new law.

McIntyre and Thomas Car-
rato, president of HealthNet Fed-
eral Services, testified before the
House Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee in June, and each of them sug-
gested expanding PC3 contracts
into primary care.

Send comments to Military Update, P.0.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom
Philpott @Military_Update.
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MV Cape Ray has neutralized
580 tons of sarin ingredients

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

A US. ship in the Mediterra-
nean Sea has neutralized more
than 580 tons of chemical ingre-
dients for the nerve agent sarin as
part of the mtemanonal effort to

of Chemical Weapons. Once fin-
ished, it will deliver the diluted
solutions to land-based facili-
ties in Finland and Germany for
disposal.

Two large hydrolysis systems
mstalled on the shlp detoxlfy
1 1 in fresh

destroy Syria’s ct
program, according to the U.N.
organization running the effort.
The MV Cape Ray, a former
merchant ship loaded with Syria’s
most dangerous chemical precur-
sors in early July to dilute them
at sea, will now begin work on al-
most 20 tons of sulfur mustard, a
blistering agent, according to the
Organization for the Prohibition

water and heating the solution.
The remaining, less-toxic efflu-
ents are kept on board.

The international effort to de-
stroy Syria’s stockpile, which was
estimated at more than 1,000 tons
of chemical ingredients, as well
as armaments and production fa-
cilities, began last fall in the wake
of a suspected chemical weapons

Caies BAnmuu/Cnuvlesy of the U.S. Army

Army Brig. Gen. Christopher Cavoli, right, commander of the Joint
Multinational Training Command, hands the guidon to Col. Thomas
Mackey, incoming commander of the lolnt Multmahonal Readiness

Center, on Thursday during an

Hohenfels, Germany.

y at

Mackey takes over
for Norris at JMRC

By MIcHAEL S. DARNELL
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOHR, Germany
— Col. Thomas Mackey as-
sumed command of the Joint
Multinational Readiness Center
at Hohenfels during a ceremony
Thursday.

Mackey, a career infantry offi-
cer of 25 years, is replacing Col.
John Norris, who was reassigned
to the Joint Planning Support El-
ement in Norfolk, Va., in June.

Hohenfels underwent sub-
stantial changes during Norris’
tenure, including a mass restruc-
turing of manpower and the
dissolution of the garrison’s indi-
vidual command. Mackey hopes
to bring a measure of stability to
one of Europe’s largest proving
grounds.

“I think for ... what we’re doing
here at JMRC, it’s making sure
that we really maintain the stan-
dards that have been set here, in
terms of providing a world-class
training experience, both the U.S.
brigades, but also our multina-
tional partners,” he said.

The JMRC coordinates train-
ing on the 40,000-acre Hohenfels
Training Area.

Mackey previously served as
commander of the 2nd Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th In-
fantry Division at Schofield Bar-
racks, Hawaii.

Besides maintaining the op-
erational standards, Mackey said,
family welfare will be his other
command priority, ensuring there
is a good local support network.

darnell.michael@stripes.com

attack by the Syrian government
against the rebel-held town of Gh-
outa nearly a year ago. Hundreds
of civilians were killed in the at-
tack, which employed sarin-filled
rockets.

Russia and the U.S. brokered a
deal to dismantle the program to
avert possible U.S. missile strikes
against the regime. Under the
deal, Syria renounced its pro-
gram, joined the 1992 Chemical
Weapons Convention and agreed
to transfer chemicals for destruc-
tion. Tons of less-toxic chemicals
have been taken to Germany,
the UK. and U.S. for destruc-
tion, while the most dangerous,

Desmonp Parks/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

The MV Cape Ray enters the Medcenter Container Terminal lalian
port on July 1 to receive Syrian chemical materials.

or “priority one,” chemicals were
loaded at the port of Latakia for
transport to the Cape Ray.

As of last week, 60 percent of
the country’s chemical weapons
program had been destroyed, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
story citing a report made to the
U.N. Security Council by the head
of the joint OPCW-U.N. mission.

Remaining challenges include

destroymg 12 production facili-
ties in Syria. The OPCW is also
investigating claims that the Syr-
ian government used chlorine gas
againstrebels. Some Western offi-
cials, meanwhile, have questioned
whether the regime of Bashar
Assad turned over its full chemi-
cal stockpile for destruction.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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Singapore gives
US Navy lessons
on traffic at sea

By SETH RoBsoN
Stars and Stripes

Navy crews have been picking
up valuable lessons from their
Singapore counterparts on how
to maneuver in the sea version of
heavy traffic — a mix of civilian
and military vessels, sometimes
spiced up with pirates.

Singapore’s sailors spend much
of their time in the Strait of Ma-
lacca, one of the world’s busiest
shipping lanes. It is constantly
transited by countless vessels
carrying oil and other cargo be-
tween the South China Sea and
the Indian Ocean.

That knowledge and experi-
ence have been passed on this
month to Navy servicemembers
deployed to Singapore for the an-
nual Cooperation Afloat Readi-
ness and Training exercise.

“There is a page in their play-
book that we need to be stealing,”
Navy Capt. Fred Kacher said
Monday, shortly after returning
from a cruise on the RSS For-
midable, a Singaporean navy
frigate.

Kacher, the Destroyer Squad-
ron 7 commodore, led a 1,000-
strong U.S. force, two destroyers,
a nuclear submarine, a fuel ship
and a P-8 Poseidon aircraft dur-
ing the exercise. He said there
was a lot to learn from watching
the Singaporeans navigate the
busy shipping lanes.

Ian Chong, an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Political
Science at the National University
of Singapore, said the operational
environment around Singapore is
different from that in most other
parts of the world.

“Naval vessels need to be con-
cerned with heavy civilian traf-
fic,” he said.

Piracy is also an issue, and
military personnel must be ready
to support law enforcement and
other agencies in an emergency.
That requires cooperation across
national boundaries, which makes
planning and coordination more
complex, Chong said.

The heavy ship traffic presents
“a challenging acoustic environ-
ment” for sonar operators, and
weather can also disrupt opera-
tions in the Strait of Malacca, said
Lt. Lauryn Dempsey, Destroyer
Squadron 7 spokeswoman.

During gunnery exercises with
the Americans, the Singaporeans
used their local knowledge to ma-
neuver and to avoid bad weather
and civilian shipping, she added.

The U.S. has been conducting
CARAT exercises in Singapore
for 20 years. Singapore is also
home to Task Force 73 and Com-
mand Logistics Group Western
Pacific — logistics organizations
that arm, fuel, feed and support
the 7th Fleet’s operations in the
region.

American engagement there is
expanding.

The USS Freedom — one of
several new fast, shallow-water
vessels known as littoral combat
ships — recently completed an
eight-month deployment to Singa-
pore. It will be replaced by anoth-
er LCS, the USS Fort Worth, later
this year, according to the Navy.

The U.S. and Singapore have
agreed to deploy up to four litto-
ral combat ships to Singapore for
a year or more at a time with San
Diego-based crews changing out

Photo courtesy of Defense Department

Petty Officer 2nd Class Nicholas Jones loads a torpedo onto an SH-60B Seahawk helicopter aboard
the USS Wayne E. Meyer in the South China Sea in preparation for a torpedo training exercise, during
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 2014 Singapore.

Gusert A. Bousow/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

U.S. Marines assigned to 1st Battalion 8th Marine Regiment, Bravo
Company, conduct a joint amphibious landing exercise with marines
from the Philippines during the joint exercise.

every four months, Kacher said.

Singapore is the base for other
CARAT exercises in nine South-
east Asian nations, along with a
similar engagement in Vietnam,
he said.

During the at-sea portion of the
exercise, U.S. and Singaporean
vessels practiced surface engage-

ments, air defense and submarine
operations, Kacher said.

“Rather than focus on who a
potential adversary might be, it is
better to focus on how our navies
‘work together at sea,” he said.

Singapore is close to several
potential flash points in the South
China Sea, where numerous small

islands and the resource-rich wa-
ters around them are subject to
competing claims from China,
Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei,
Malaysia and Taiwan.

Singapore isn’t among the
claimants, but freedom of naviga-
tion, maritime safety and over-
flights are extremely important
for the country, Chong said.

“Any act by claimants that
might endanger those things
would be of serious concern to
Singapore,” he said.

The Singapore government’s
strategy in allowing U.S. forces
to operate from its territory is to
foster greater engagement in the
region with a major power. The
goal is to give powerful nations a
stake in the region’s stability and
a stake in Singapore’s stability, he
said.

The advantage for the U.S. in
having a logistics hub there is
that it can resupply ships headed
to the Indian Ocean and the Per-
sian Gulf, Chong said.

“If Singapore is seen to be an
important jumping-off point for
U.S. deployments, the U.S. might
want to keep that,” he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1

Dempsey most senior officer
to visit Vietnam since war

USA Today

HANOI — Army Gen. Martin
Dempsey landed here Wednes-
day, the first chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to visit Vietnam
since 1971 when nearly 300,000
U.S. troops continued to fight in
the bloody, costly war here.

Dempsey’s visit represents a
further thawing in the relation-
ship between the former foes.
The two countries normalized
relations in 1995 under President
Bill Clinton.

Dempsey’s arrival was a low-
key affair. A small delegation met
him at the airport and whisked
him through a fast-moving river
of commuters on scooters navi-
gating rain-slickened streets.

Dempsey referred to events in
“other parts of the world” that vied
for his attention, no doubt a refer-
ence to the crisis in Iraq. But he
told Vietnamese defense officials
he wasn’t going to miss his trip
here. President Barack Obama
and Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel insisted on it, he said.

They told him: “The place
for you right now is Vietnam,”
Dempsey said.

His visit comes as Vietnam
and China, its often-quarrelsome
neighbor to the north, continue to
spar over such issues as offshore
mineral rights. China has assert-
ed its claims in recent months,
shifting a massive oil-exploration
rig to disputed waters in the South

China Sea.

The trip’s
purpose is
to build re-
lations with
senior Viet-
namese military officials and to
discuss regional security con-
cerns, according to Air Force Col.
Ed Thomas, Dempsey’s spokes-
man. The visit is one more step in
building a normal relationship.

A generation ago, that was al-
most unthinkable. The war had
claimed the lives of 58,000 U.S.
troops, altered American views
about its role in the world and rav-
aged Vietnam. Today, although
it continues under Communist
rule, Vietnam appears open for
business.

Major US-S. Korean
exercise starts Monday

By AsHLEY RowLAND
AND Yoo KyonG CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — U.S.
Forces Korea and the South Ko-
rean military will kick off their
annual late summer Ulchi Free-
dom Guardian drill beginning
Monday, according to a spokes-
man for South Korea's Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

The Ulchi Freedom Guardian
exercise, along with Key Resolve
and Foal Eagle in the spring, are
the largest joint drills held each
year in the South, usually involv-
ing tens of thousands of troops.

This year’s UFG will run Aug.
18 through Aug. 28 or 29, the JCS

spokesman said Thursday.

USFK has not announced the
dates for the computer-simulated
war games yet. The spokesman
said an official announcement
from the U.S. and South Korea
would likely be issued Monday.

North Korea, which views the
exercise as preparation for an
invasion, typically responds with
some sort of threat or warning.

The North fired rockets off its
coast Thursday, although the JCS
spokesman said the reason was
unclear.

There is some speculation that
the rockets might have been in
response to Pope Francis’ arrival
in South Korea.

rowland.ashley@stripes.com
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US military in
S. Korea eager
for pope’s visit

By AsHLEY ROWLAND
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — Some
300 members of the U.S. mili-
tary community will attend Pope
Francis’ open-air Mass on Satur-
day, a key event in his five-day
visit to South Korea that many
hope will promote peace on the
bitterly divided peninsula.

Approximately 240 Catholics
from U.S. Army Garrison Yong-
san and S0 from Osan Air Base,
along with five military chap-
lains, will attend the 10 a.m. Mass
at Gwanghwanmun Square in
central Seoul.

“This is a special treat for us,”
said Col. Austin Coe, Catholic
chaplain for Yongsan. Of the 1
million people projected to attend
the Mass, only 200,000 — includ-
ing the Yongsan and Osan mem-
bers — will be allowed inside a
security barricade granting clos-
er access to the pope.

The crowd is expected tostretch
from historic Gyeongbok Palace
to Seoul City Hall. While most

in the audience will be seated on
the ground, the U.S. military at-
tendees will have chairs near the
altar.

“This is very special consider-
ation in recognition of what we do
here on the peninsula,” Coe said.

The pope’s visit comes as the
U.S. and South Korea prepare for
annual military drills, scheduled
to begin Monday, that are viewed
by North Korea as preparation
for war.

Shortly before Francis’ arrival
in Seoul on Thursday morning,
North Korea launched three
short-range  projectiles  from
Wonsan into the East Sea, offi-
cials said. A spokesman for South
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said
Pyongyang may have been trying
to distract from the pope’s visit.
Two more projectiles were fired
around noon.

The North earlier rejected a
proposal to allow 10 North Ko-
rean Catholics to attend a Mass
with the pope, according to the
Archdiocese of Seoul.

This is the first papal visit in

Guided-missile destroyers
call Hawaii new homeport

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii
— Two guided-missile destroyers
will arrive in Hawaii this week,
making Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam their new homeport.

The USS Preble is expected on
Thursday, with the USS John Paul
Jones pulling in on Friday.

The Preble’s shift from San
Diego will allow it to provide in-
creased security and a greater
forward presence in the Pacific
Ocean, Robert T. Bryans, Jr., the
ship’s commander, said in a state-
ment released by Naval Surface
Group Middle Pacific, the com-
mand in charge of surface ships
home-ported at Pearl Harbor.

The Preble replaces the USS
Reuben James, which was de-
commissioned in July 2013, as a
middle Pacific surface combatant.
As a Flight 2A-type destroyer, the
Preble can carry helicopters, the
statement said.

The John Paul Jones will re-
place the guided-missile cruiser
USS Lake Erie, which will stay in
San Diego after undergoing ex-
tended repairs there.

The John Paul Jones brings up-
dated advanced Aegis missile ca-
pabilities to the surface group. It
replaces the Lake Erie in Hawaii

as a rotational ballistic missile
defense deployer and as a testing
ship as part of a long-range U.S.
commitment to the security of
the Indo-Asia-Pacific region, the
statement said.

John Paul Jones Commander
Andrew Thomson said his crew
was ready to assume the role as
the Navy’s Integrated Air and
Missile Defense test ship. In the
coming years, the ship is expected
to test newer and more advanced
systems that will be used to de-
fend the nation and allied forces
overseas, Thomson said.

The John Paul Jones was com-
missioned Dec. 18, 1993, and is
named after the famed American
Revolutionary War naval captain.

Commissioned Nov. 9, 2002,
the Preble is the sixth U.S. Navy
ship named after U.S. naval hero
Commodore Edward Preble, who
battled the Barbary pirates off the
coast of North Africa in the early
1800s. Preble led a naval blockade
of Tripoli, Libya, and oversaw an
officer corps that would later lead
the U.S. Navy in the War of 1812.

Deployments by both ships in
the future are expected to extend
the Navy’s forward presence in
the western Pacific and beef up
maritime security, Williams said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com

25 years to South Korea, whose
5.5 million Catholics make up
about 11 percent of the country’s
population.

Sun Park, acting chief of Osan’s
Airman and Family Readiness
Center, is helping coordinate mil-
itary attendance at the upcoming
Mass. He said Catholicism holds
a special place in South Korea’s
history because it was the first
foreign religion introduced into
the country, and many believers
were persecuted.

Francis’ visit is particularly
meaningful because of the in-
creased tensions with Pyong-
yang, Park said, and some believe
his presence could increase mo-
mentum for reunification. Park
said he wouldn’t be surprised if
the pope makes a surprise trip
to Panmunjom or another border
town in a push for peace.

Many also are hoping Francis
will help draw international at-
tention to the former sex slaves
known as “comfort women” who
were forced into prostitution dur-
ing the Japanese occupation of
the peninsula that ended in 1945.

Coe said Francis is extremely
popular among Catholics “be-
cause of his low and humble at-
titude, and his approach to the
marginalized.” He is expected
to ride to the Mass in a small Ko-
rean-made Kia instead of a more
stately vehicle.

Attendees from Yongsan and
Osan underwent a rigorous secu-
rity clearance process that began
months ago to get passes to sit in-
side the barricades.

Some who didn’t sign up in
time will watch from outside the
security zone.

“It’s a huge deal. It’s not some-
thing you get to experience every
day,” said Staff Sgt. Traci Keller,
of the Slst Fighter Wing Public
Affairs Office, who will leave
Osan with two busloads of Catho-
lics at S a.m. Saturday to travel to
the Mass. “It was definitely one
of those things on my bucket list.
I didn’t think it would be happen
here, of all places.”

Excitement is high among Osan
attendees, Park said, because for
many, seeing the pope in person
is a once-in-a-lifetime event.

A construction

1 million
Saturday in
Seoul, South
Korea.

AsHLEY RoWLAND/
Stars and Stripes

“He’s a direct representative of
God, as far as Catholics are con-
cerned,” he said.

After landing, the pope at-
tended a welcome ceremony with
President Park Geun-hye at the
Blue House, the president’s office
and residence. His itinerary for
the rest of the trip includes cel-
ebrating a Mass in Daejeon that
will be attended by family mem-
bers of the Sewol ferry disaster
and a meeting with Catholic youth
in Dangjin.

Construction crews worked
Thursday morning to erect a
stage, backed by a cross, in front
of the palace for Saturday’s Mass,
during which the pope will be-
atify 124 South Korean Catholic
martyrs.

Groups of riot police stood
guard throughout the plaza, while
onlookers snapped photos of ban-
ners bearing the pontiff’s picture.
A few people walked toward the
stage with arms held aloft in
worship.

Stars and Stripes staffer Yoo Kyong
Chang contributed to this story.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com
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Air Force fighter

pilot convicted
of 2005 rape

By Nancy MONTGOMERY
Stars and Stripes

An Air Force fighter pilot was
convicted of rape last week, nine
years after he committed the
crime against a young airman.

Lt. Col. Michael J. Briggs, an F-
16 pilot who was the 52nd Fighter
Wing chief of safety at Spang-
dahlem Air Base, Germany,
was convicted on Aug. 7 after a
weeklong court-martial before a
military judge, according to Air
Force officials.

The judge sentenced Briggs,
40, to five months in jail, dis-
missal from the Air Force and a
reprimand.

The rape occurred in 2005
while Briggs was on a temporary
duty assignment at Mountain
Home Air Force Base, Idaho, of-
ficials said.

“This was a violent rape that
left (the victim) bleeding and
bruised,” said an Air Force offi-
cial, who declined to be identified
because he was not authorized to
discuss the case.

The victim informed her super-
visor at the time, but the super-
visor suggested she and Briggs
“work things out” without involv-
ing law enforcement, the official
said. The woman also confided in
a couple of friends, but no official
report was filed.

Last year, the woman, by now

a staff sergeant, decided to report
her rape again after she attended
an Air Force sexual assault brief-
ing, the official said.

“This was a case of us hav-
ing a program in place, and her
feeling empowered,” said Capt.
Bryon McGarry, a Spangdahlem
spokesman.

The staff sergeant contacted
Air Force criminal investiga-
tions. Investigators taped a phone
call she made to Briggs, discuss-
ing the long-ago event, according
to the official familiar with the
case.

“I'm sorry I raped you and will
always be sorry that I raped you,”
he told her, according to the Air
Force official.

At his trial, however, Briggs
testified that the sex had been
consensual, admitting only to
adultery, McGarry said.

Briggs, a Texas native, had
served 18 years in the Air Force,
McGarry said. He arrived at
Spangdahlem a year ago.

Before that he was stationed
in the Pacific. In 2008, while sta-
tioned at Misawa Air Base, he
served as an F-16 demonstration
pilot, performing aerial stunts
for audiences at a dozen shows a
year.

Six soldiers from the 7th Joint Multinational I C

PHotos BY MicHAEL S. DARNELL/Stars and Stripes

tackle an

course Tuesday

during the first leg of the U.S. Army in Europe’s Best Warrior competition.

3 JMTC soldiers head to next
round in Best Warrior contest

BY MICHAEL S. DARNELL
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOHR, Germany —
Twelve men volunteered, six men
passed the initial cuts, but only
three of the Joint Multinational
Training Command’s soldiers
are moving on to the next level
in the U.S. Army’s Best Warrior
competition.

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com

Air Force Academy coaches
told to help curb sex assaults

The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— The superintendent of the U.S.
Air Force Academy said Wednes-
day that she has told athletic
coaches to take a bigger role in
preventing sexual assaults, pull-
ing them into the yearslong cam-
paign at the school to stem abuse.

Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson, who
took charge of the school a year

ago, said coaches had not been
fully involved in what she called
the broader conversation about
school standards.

Johnson said she has spoken
with them twice about her expec-
tations and told them to talk to ath-
letes about sexual assault.

“I was frank about the need for
them to help the institution en-
force our standards,” she said in
an interview. “I was frank about
what happens, the complexity of
sexual assault prevention.”

Congress and the Pentagon are
closely monitoring sexual assaults
at the Air Force, Army and Navy
academies. A Department of De-
fense report in January said a cul-

ture of disrespect permeates the
schools and contributes to sexual
harassment and assaults. The re-
port identified sports and club
teams as an area where the acad-
emies needed to expand training.

The Air Force Academy took
the unusual step of offering back-
to-back interviews with Johnson
and other leaders and cadets on
Wednesday after recent news re-
ports about allegations of sexual
abuse and other misconduct by
athletes and lax oversight of sports
there.

Academy officials have said the
allegations were investigated, and
where warranted, cadets were
court-martialed, expelled or given
other pumshments

Pvt. jamin Ranew, Staff Sgt.
William Chavis and 1st Lt. Mitch-
ell Messick conquered three days
of physical and mental challenges
and will now compete against
troops from across Europe at the
U.S. Army in Europe level.

Out of the pool of contenders,
only two — one junior enlisted
soldier and one noncommis-
sioned officer — will be selected
to represent the USAREUR at
the 13th annual all-Army com-
petition at Fort Lee, Va., later
this year. Messick, now the 7th
Army JMTC Officer of the Year,
will have to be content fighting to
being recognized as the top junior
officer at the USAREUR level, as
there is no officer category at the
all-Army competition. He’ll also
be the JMTC team leader at the
USAREUR.

Ranew, Chavis and Messick
will be joined by representatives
from each of the 12 major Army
commands, including the Nation-
al Guard and Special Operations
C d. The winners of that

The gen-
eral is about to launch a review
of the athletic department, which
will include its culture — a term
the Air Force often uses when dis-
cussing whether the atmosphere
is conducive to sexual assaults and
other misconduct.

The review is expected to be
completed by late September or
early October.

all-Army competition will receive
accolades, awards and invitations
to big-ticket social events.

“You always got to do things
that set yourself apart from your
peers,” Chavis, the 7th Army
Noncommissioned Officer of the
Year, said on the opening day of
the JMTC competition. “Whoev-
er wins, it doesn’t really matter —

Staff Sgt. W'Illam chaws fires an M24-OG machine gun during a live-
fire exercise during the competition.

you still get the trammg value.”

The initial six cumpeutors
ran through a rapid succession
of events, including simulated
medical evacuation battlefield
scenarios, a sergeants major in-
spection board, an early morning
8-mile march and a bevy of live-
fire drills designed to test their
knowledge of weapons systems.

“The events themselves alto-
gether were challenging but iso-
lated and on their own,” Messick
said. “It was great because for
everything we worked as a team.
So you always had other guys you
could fall back on to help push
you, and you could help push
them when it looked like they
were struggling.”

The trio now face some of Eu-
rope’s finest soldiers at the USA-
REUR-level event to be held Sept.
15-19 in Grafenwohr.

The most recent winner from
the USAREUR was Staff Sgt.
Matthew Senna, who took home
top honors in the NCO category
in 2012

Sgt. Maj. Tony Tuck, the JMTC
operations and training sergeant
major, said his soldiers have a
real shot at bringing the title back
to the USAREUR.

“They have the mentality that
they can go into the European
Best Warrior competition and
accomplish whatever task they
throw at them,” he said.

Last year, Sgt. 1st Class Jason
Manella, from U.S. Army Re-
serve Command, and Spc. Adam
Christensen, from U.S. Army
Pacific Command, took home the
top honors as noncommissioned
officer of the year and soldier of
the year, respectively.

“I don’t know much about the
USAREUR level of competition,”
Ranew said. “I know there is a lot
more competitors from all over
the place who have been train-
ing probably a lot more than I
have, so I'm going to go up there,
give what I got and, hopefully, it’s
enough.”

darnell.michael@stripes.com
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Governor vows changes in wake of violence

By Jim SALTER AND J1M SUHR
The Associated Press

FLORISSANT, Mo. — Mis-
souri Gov. Jay Nixon said Thurs-
day that unspecified “operational
shifts” are ahead for law enforce-
ment in the St. Louis suburb that
has been the scene of violent pro-
tests since a police officer fatally
shot an unarmed black teenager.

Speaking at a meeting of clergy
and community members, the
governor told the audience that
“you all will see a different tone”
in law enforcement’s response to
the demonstrations in the town of
Ferguson.

Nixon did not elaborate on the
changes ahead, but they are likely
to be explained at a news confer-
ence planned for later in the day.

In his first in-person remarks
about the tense standoff, Presi-
dent Barack Obama appealed for
“peace and calm” on the streets.

“I know emotions are raw
right now in Ferguson, and there
are certainly passionate differ-
ences about what has happened,”
Obama said. “But let’s remember
that we’re all part of one Ameri-
can family. We are united in com-
mon values and that includes the
belief in equality under the law,
respect for public order and the
right to peaceful public protests.”

Obama, speaking from the
Massachusetts island where he’s
on a two-week vacation, said
there was no excuse for excessive
force by police in the aftermath
of Saturday’s shooting of 18-year-
old Michael Brown. He said he
had asked the Justice Depart-
ment and FBI to investigate the
incident.

Police on Thursday defended
the use of tear gas and smoke
bombs to repel demonstrators
after another night of chaos over
the death of 18-year-old Michael
Brown.

St. Louis County police spokes-
man Brian Schellman said offi-
cers on Wednesday night tossed
tear gas to disperse a large crowd
of protesters after some threw
Molotov cocktails and rocks at of-
ficers. More than 10 people were
arrested in Ferguson.

“In talking to these guys, it is
scary,” Schellman said of offi-
cers on the front lines of the pro-
test. “They hear gunshots going
off, and they don’t know where
they’re coming from.”

But the police response has
drawn heavy criticism from
many circles. Civil rights activist
Al Sharpton called Thursday for
the Justice Department to moni-
tor Ferguson and the way police
are handling the crisis.

“Even if we disagree, this cli-
mate is not good for anyone and is
dangerous for everyone,” Sharp-
ton said in a statement.

At the community meeting,
Sierra Smith, who lives in the
neighborhood where Brown was
shot, told the governor “the po-
lice have no respect at all for the
community.”

Nixon responded that the Bill
of Rights gives the people “the
right speak truth to power” and
“we will work to live out those

Jerr RoBersoN/AP

A protester kicks a smoke grenade deployed by police back in the direction of police Wednesday in Ferguson, Mo.

Davip Carson, ST. Louis PosT-DispATcH/AP

Terrell Williams El hugs his daughter, Sharell, 9, while standing with
hls wife, Sllamlka W'Illams, and daughters Tamlka G, and Sharell 2,

aﬂer

They were

Mlllams El oonfromed police.

rights.”

Nixon has faced increasing crit-
icism over suggestions he has not
done enough to calm tensions.

State Sen. Maria Chapelle-
Nadal had been particularly criti-
cal of the governor, accusing him
of being missing in action dur-
ing the crisis. In an interview on
MSNBC, she called the governor
a “coward.”

The police chiefs of Fergu-
son and St. Louis County said
Wednesday that race relations
were the top priority in the town.
A meeting was scheduled for
Thursday between civil rights
leaders and police.

Officers from multiple depart-
ments in riot gear and in military
equipment have clashed night-
ly with protesters, who chant,
“Hands up, don’t shoot.” Protest-
ers faced heavily armed police
who at times trained weapons on

them from armored trucks.

Two reporters said they were
detained by police for not clear-
ing out quickly enough from a
McDonald’s where they were
working, near the protests but
away from the more volatile
areas. The two, who work for The
Washington Post and The Huff-
ington Post, were released with-

out charges. Both say they were
assaulted but not seriously hurt.

Among those arrested was St.
Louis Alderman Antonio French,
who has been chronicling the pro-
tests on social media.

“I think the heavy-handed ap-
proach by police is escalating the
situation and more people are
going to get hurt if this keeps up,”
French told KMOX Radio.

Residents in Ferguson have
complained about the police re-
sponse that began soon after
Brown’s shooting with the use of
dogs for crowd control — a tactic
that for some invoked the civil
rights protests from a half-cen-
tury ago. The county police force
took over, leading both the inves-
tigation of Brown’s shooting and
the subsequent attempts to keep
the peace at the smaller city’s
request.

County Police Chief Jon Belmar
said his officers have responded
with “an incredible amount of re-
straint” as they’ve had rocks and
bottles thrown at them, been shot
at and had two dozen patrol ve-
hicles destroyed.

The city and county are also
under criticism for refusing to re-
lease the name of the officer who
shot Brown, citing threats against
that officer and others. The hack-
er group Anonymous on Thurs-

day released a name purported to
be that of the officer, but the Fer-
guson police chief said later that
the name was incorrect.

Police have said Brown was shot
after an officer encountered him
and another man on the street.
They say one of the men pushed
the officer into his squad car,
then physically assaulted him in
the vehicle and struggled with the
officer over the officer’s weapon.
At least one shot was fired inside
the car. The struggle then spilled
onto the street, where Brown was
shot multiple times.

Jackson said Wednesday that
the officer involved sustained
swelling facial injuries.

Dorian Johnson, who says he
was with Brown when the shoot-
ing happened, has told a much
different story. He has told media
outlets that the officer ordered
them out of the street, then
grabbed his friend’s neck and
tried to pull him into the car be-
fore brandishing his weapon and
firing. He says Brown started to
run and the officer pursued him,
firing multiple times.

Johnson and another witness
both say Brown was on the street
with his hands raised when the
officer fired at him repeatedly.
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Gaza truce
extension
fans hope
of a deal

By MouAMMED DARAGHMEH
The Associated Press

CAIRO — A five-day extension
of a Gaza truce appeared to be
holding despite a rocky start on
Thursday, fanning cautious opti-
mism of progress in the indirect
negotiations underway in Cairo
between Israel and major Pales-
tinian factions, including Hamas.

It’s the longest cease-fire yet
since the war broke out last month
in the Gaza Strip. The fighting has
so far killed more than 1,900 Pal-
estinians, the majority of them ci-
vilians, according to Palestinian
and U.N. officials. Israel has lost
67 people, all but three of them
soldiers.

Violence briefly spiked as the
extension of a previous, 72-hour
truce was announced shortly be-
fore midnight on Wednesday. The
extension is to last until midnight

Monday.
lw Israel’s
le are not military
interested  said eight
A amas
in more rocks
destruction ets  were
for our launched at
Israel but
people. that the fir-
We are not ing hstoppeld
= in the early
!nterested hours  of
iIn more Thursday
bloodshed. 7 morning.
N Israel retal-
Khalil al-Haya jated  with
Hamas negotiator airstrikes
rock-

on
ets and rocket-launching sites in
Gaza, the military said.

Gaza police said it recorded 17
Israeli strikes but that no casual-
ties were reported.

Palestinian negotiators in Cairo
expressed optimism that a deal to
create a sustainable road map for
the war-torn territory could soon
be achieved.

“There is a real opportunity
to reach an agreement, but (Is-
rael) must stop the maneuvers
and playing with words,” said se-
nior Hamas negotiator Khalil al-
Haya. “We are not interested in
more destruction for our people.
We are not interested in more
bloodshed.”

Hamas is seeking an end to a
crippling blockade imposed by
Israel and Egypt in 2007. The
blockade has greatly limited the
movement of Palestinians in and
out of the territory of 1.8 mil-
lion people. It has also restricted
the flow of goods into Gaza and
blocked virtually all exports.

Israel says the closure is neces-
sary to prevent arms smuggling,
and officials are reluctant to make
any concessions that would allow
Hamas to declare victory.

Israel wants Hamas to disarm,
or at least be prevented from re-
arming. Hamas has recovered
from previous rounds of violence
with Israel, including a major
three-week ground operation in
January 2009 and another week-
long air offensive in 2012. It now
controls an arsenal of several
thousand rockets, some with long
ranges and heavy payloads.

A driver

below an

94

near Melvindale, Mich., on Tuesday.

Communities across US

where several cars were already stranded

recovering after floods

The Associated Press

NORTH BABYLON, NY. —
Communities across the U.S. are
drying out after unusually heavy
rains swamped highways, flooded
basements and were blamed for
at least four deaths.

Long Island residents were
urged to remain off the road
Wednesday as a round-the-clock
recovery continued after a record
13.26 inches of rain fell between
midnight and 9:30 a.m.

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder is-
sued a disaster declaration for the
Detroit area after rain sent mud

i down emt
closing stretches of freeways all of
Tuesday and part of Wednesday.

Officials at a Nebraska hos-

pital said Wednesday its public

cafeteria could stay shuttered for
months after it was inundated by
floodwater over the weekend.

The latest iteration of wild
weather hit the northeast Tues-
day night and lingered through
Wednesday. A slow-moving sys-
tem, powered by tropical mois-
ture and clouds soaring far higher
than in usual summer storms,
lashed communities from Mary-
land to New England.

The hardest hit areas, Long
Island’s Suffolk County and the
towns of Islip and Brookhaven
there, declared states of emer-
gency after what County Ex-
ecutive Steve Bellone called an
“unprecedented” deluge.

“It’s not just how much rain fell;
it’s how fast it fell,” Accuweather
senior meteorologist Jack Bos-

ton said, calling the storm a once
every 50 years event. “We’re talk-
ing about billions and billions of
gallons of water and it all has to
go somewhere.”

The storm formed Tuesday
south of Baltimore, according to
Accuweather’s Boston, and hit
that city with its highest rainfall
total in 81 years. Roads were
flooded, forcing several water
rescues, and a sinkhole formed on
an Anne Arundel County street.

From there it swept across
New Jersey — following a track
similar to a typical winter storm
— and dumped nearly 9 inch-
es of rain in Millville, where a
woman suffered broken ribs and
a punctured lung when the walls
of her basement collapsed due to
flooding.

Kerry eyes China partnership

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Improving U.S.
cooperation with China is critical
to maintaining stability and secu-
rity in the Asia-Pacific as well as
combating the effects of climate
change, Secretary of State John
Kerry said.

Wrapping up an eight-day,
around-the-world diplomatic
trip and his sixth visit to Asia as
America’s top diplomat, Kerry on
Wednesday outlined renewed pri-
orities for much of the Obama ad-
ministration’s much-touted “pivot
to Asia” during its final 2Y2 years,
including a focus on strengthen-
ing U.S.-Chinese partnership in
areas of agreement and bridging
gaps in areas of contention.

“One thing I know will contrib-
ute to maintaining regional peace
and stability is a constructive
relationship between the United
States and China,” Kerry said in
an address to the East-West Cen-

ter think tank in Honolulu. “The
United States welcomes the rise of
a peaceful, prosperous and stable
China, one that plays a responsi-
ble role in Asia and the world and
supports rules and norms on eco-
nomic and security issues.

“We are committed to avoiding
the trap of strategic rivalry and
intent on forging a relationship
in which we broaden our coop-
eration on common interests and
constructively manage our differ-
ences and disagreements.”

Kerry arrived in Hawaii after
stops in Afghanistan, Myan-
mar, Australia and the Solomon
Islands during which tensions
between China and its smaller
neighbors over competing territo-
rial claims in the South China Sea
were a major subject of discus-
sion. At a Southeast Asia regional
security forum in Myanmar over
the weekend, Kerry formally
unveiled a U.S. proposal for a
voluntary freeze on provocative

despite tension

actions by all claimants, includ-
ing the Chinese.

The U.S. says it has no posi-
tion on the competing claims but
does regard stability in the South
China Sea as a national security
issue, given the region’s role as
one of the world’s busiest mari-
time shipping zones.

“We do care about how those
questions are resolved. We care
about behavior,” Kerry said. “We
firmly oppose the use of intimida-
tion, coercion or force to assert a
territorial or maritime claim by
anyone. And we firmly oppose
any suggestion that freedom of
navigation and overflight and
other lawful uses of the sea and
airspace are privileges granted
by big states to small ones.

“All claimants must work to-
gether to solve the claims through
peaceful means,” he said. “These
principles bind all nations equal-
ly, and all nations have a respon-
sibility to uphold them.”

Clinton and

White House
try to shrug
off disparity

By NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

VINEYARD HAVEN, Massa-
chusetts — Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton and President Barack Obama
did their best to shrug off their
differences as they gathered to-
gether on Martha’s Vineyard fol-
lowing a foreign policy split.

Obama’s  spokesman  said
Wednesday the White House “is
looking onwards and upwards,”
while Clinton joked she was plan-
ning on hugging it off with her
former boss at a birthday party
for a mutual friend on the is-
land getaway where Obama is
vacationing.

“We have disagreements as
any partners and friends, as we
are, might very well have,” Clin-
ton told reporters crowded into a
bookstore signing of her memoir
“Hard Choices.” “But I'm proud
that I served with him and for
him, and I'm looking forward to
seeing him tonight.”

Clinton, Obama and their
spouses sat together later in the
evening for a surf and turf dinner
celebration for 150 people at the
Farm Neck Golf Club. The White
House said the Obamas were
happy to have time with the Clin-
tons, and noted that Obama and
Clinton were among those who
delivered 80th birthday toasts to
guest of honor Ann Jordan, wife
of Democratic adviser Vernon
Jordan.

The media were not allowed in
to see whether Clinton delivered
her promised makeup hug after
an interview with The Atlantic
magazine in which she seemed to
try to set herself apart from the
unpopular Obama as she heads
toward a possible 2016 White
House bid.

“Great nations need organizing
principles, and ‘don’t do stupid
stuff’ is not an organizing prin-
ciple,” she had said in the inter-
view, referring to a version of the
phrase Obama and his advisers
have used privately to describe
his approach to foreign policy.

Pilot’s artificial arm
detaches while landing

A British air accident report
has recounted how a pilot lost con-
trol of a passenger plane after his
artificial arm became detached
during landing.

The report says the incident
took place as the Flybe flight from
Birmingham, carrying 47 pas-
sengers, was approaching Belfast
City Airport in gusty conditions
in February. The 46-year-old
pilot had shortly before checked
that his prosthetic lower left arm
was securely attached to the yoke
clamp, but as he performed a ma-
neuver just before touchdown the
limb became detached.

The Air Accidents Investiga-
tion Branch said Thursday he
then moved his right hand to the
yoke to regain control. Winds
caused the plane to land heavily
with a bounce. No one was hurt.

The Associate Press
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Zhang Kaisheng, 16, studies near advertisements for oversea schools at Focus Education, a tutonng and consulting agency in Beijing, on June 26. Zhang plans to join hundreds
of thousands of other Chinese students when he enrolls this fall in a private U.S. high school,

Chinese students flocking to US schools

Seize opportunity to
broaden their studies

By Dip1 Tane
The Associated Press

BEIJING
fter getting a glimpse of the end-
less cramming for China’s gruel-
ing college entrance exams from
the seniors in his high school, 16-

year-old Zhang Kaisheng decided to take a
different path.

Like a growing number of Chinese teen-
agers, Zhang plans to enroll this fall in a
private U.S. high school where he and his
parents hope he will get a more well-round-
ed — if far more expensive — education.
Tuition, room and board can cost around
$40,000 — three to four times more than
an elite private school in China.

“I feel like the U.S. education fits me
better and will allow me to do things I
like to do,” said Zhang, who loves playing
basketball.

With more than 333,000 of its students in
U.S. colleges and graduate schools, China
has long been the top feeder of interna-
tional students in America. Now Chinese
high school students are following suit in
astonishing fashion. Last year U.S. schools
welcomed S50 times more of them than they
did just eight years earlier.

The high schoolers want to escape the
rat race at home, where students often
study late into the night with little oppor-
tunity for extracurricular activities. They
also believe studying in the U.S. will help
them snag coveted spots at more presti-
gious American colleges.

“The competition has grown fiercer, and
there has been pressure to go to U.S. high
schools to gain an edge,” said Xu Yi, who
runs a tutoring and consulting agency for
Chinese students called Focus Education.

Sy

Zhang Kaisheng poses for a photo near
national flags of China and the U.S. at the
lobby of Focus Education.

Though international surveys have
shown that Chinese students perform well
ahead of their American peers in subjects
such as math and reading, top-level U.S.
schools remain highly regarded among
educated Chinese for developing critical
thinking and communication skills.

Seeking ‘innovation’

“China boasts solid elementary and sec-
ondary education, especially in math, but it
lacks innovation,” said Wang Huiyao, pres-
ident of the Beijing-based Center for China
and Globalization. “Chinese students may
be able to memorize formulas but they
lack ‘soft skills’ such as people skills and
the ability to communicate with global lan-
guage and culture.”

Young Chinese with U.S. college degrees
usually can expect broader career pros-
pects, as China has become increasingly
globally minded, with more opportunities
for foreign-educated youth.

Last fall, the U.S. issued 31,889 F-1 stu-
dent visas to Chinese youth planning to
attend American high schools, up from
just 639 in 2005. China also has overtaken
South Korea as the No. 1 origin country of

students to U.S. high schools, with its elite
families leading the way as their children
are vying for spots in prestigious U.S. pre-
paratory schools.

China’s rising financial might is fueling
the rise.

“Chinese families did not have the
choices in the past, and they did not have
the financial means, but with the rise of
the middle class, Chinese families now can
scour worldwide for schools,” Wang said.

A worthy investment

Chinese parents see the hefty cost of
private U.S. high schools as a worthy in-
vestment. “If he can develop a multitude
of skills and be a well-rounded person, it
would be money well spent,” said Zhang
Kaisheng’s mother, Wang Lihong, the pres-
ident of a state bank branch in Beijing.

For many students, the chance to study
in the U.S. opens up new opportunities.
Riley Peng, the daughter of a successful
entrepreneur, disliked the emphasis on
rote memorization in China, and now is en-
gaged in a variety of classes and extracur-
ricular activities at Choate Rosemary Hall
in Wallingford, Conn., including running
on the cross-country team.

“There are many things I now get to ex-
periment with,” she said.

Peng’s friend Lisa Li, who attends Law-
rence Academy in Groton, Mass., said she
felt like a failure if she didn’t get the top
test score in her class in Beijing. Her aca-
demic work in the U.S. is also rigorous, but
she said she doesn’t feel the same kind of
pressure, and is now encouraged to explore
other interests — like music composition.

“It is so worth it, although it is highly
challenging,” Li said. “U.S. prep schools
are demanding intellectually, but they also
emphasize creativity. It has helped me find
my direction — turning the impossible into
possibilities.”

Her mother, Jin Min, is pleased. “Now
she has creativity, instead of being a copy-
ing machine of knowledge, or an encyclo-

pedia,” she said.

It helps that teens from affluent Chinese
families are often well versed in English
and American culture. Chinese students
usually are required to demonstrate Eng-
lish proficiency before attending American
high schools, although some U.S. schools
offer remedial courses.

In any case, it’s a big adjustment to study
far from home. Experts warn parents
to think twice before sending their chil-
dren abroad and urge them to find proper
guardianship or choose reputable board-
ing schools.

Keith Hernandez, vice president of the
consulting company Duewest Education,
also cautions that an American high school
education might not help Chinese students
get into the top U.S. universities. Some-
times, too much U.S. experience could
hurt an applicant’s chances if admissions
officers are seeking more diverse back-
grounds, he said. “They are better pre-
pared, but it’s not going to be easier.”

Opportunities for schools

Still, the rising demand is creating new
opportunities for American schools and
enterprising educators.

In Pennsylvania, Chinese investor Jiang
Bairong has bought the grounds of an old
school and opened the new Princeton In-
ternational School of Mathematics and
Science — miles away from Princeton Uni-
versity — in a partnership with the High
School Affiliated to Renmin University of
China, an elite school in Beijing.

Principal Max McGee said he had about
30 students last fall and that the goal is to
have 250 students in five years. Half would
be international students — mostly from
China.

“The students are immersed in Eng-
lish, and they learn how to write better,”
McGee said. “Even after one year, they
have become accomplished writers, and
they can present with eloquence, power
and self-confidence.”
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NY law protects big cats, bans ‘tiger selfies’

By Davip KLEPPER
The Associated Press

ALBANY, NY. — New York’s
Internet Romeos will have to find
new ways to attract mates now
that it’s illegal to pose for photos
with a tiger, a lion or another big
cat — a practice popular on on-
line dating sites but denounced by
wildlife advocates as potentially
dangerous to both man and beast.

The law signed this week by
Gov. Andrew Cuomo prohibits di-
rect contact between members of

the public and big cats at travel-
ing animal shows and fairs. Ani-
mal exhibitors would face fines
for each violation.

So-called tiger selfies have
emerged as popular profile photos
on online dating sites, with users
— generally young men — look-
ing to stand out by posting photos
of themselves with the dangerous
predators.

Wildlife advocates say the trend
is not only hazardous to humans
but encourages mistreatment
of endangered animals. The big

cats are often taken from their
mothers as cubs, are poorly cared
for and then are neglected or dis-
carded when they grow up.

“They breed the cubs, use them
for photo-ops, and then when they
can’t use them, they breed more,”
said Carole Baskin, founder and
CEO of Big Cat Rescue, a Tampa,
Fla., sanctuary that has more
than 100 big cats. “Taking the cub
away is a misery to the cub and
the mother, and the cubs aren’t
fed properly. They don’t sell tiger
milk at the pet store.”

The legislators behind the new
law said they hadn’t even heard
of tiger selfies when they crafted
the measure and simply wanted
to impose some safeguards on
the often unregulated industry of
traveling animal shows.

“I had no idea what a tiger
selfie was,” said Assemblywom-
an Linda Rosenthal, a Manhat-
tan Democrat. “This is a serious
issue. People who take selfies
with wild animals are fooling
with their lives. And it harms the
animal because they’re generally

not well-treated. They’re seen as
profit-making props.”

Similar laws are already on the
books in states including Missis-
sippi, Arizona and Kansas, where
a 17-year-old girl was killed in
2005 while posing with a tiger for
her senior photos.

Baskin said she hopes other
states follow suit. She said men
hoping to use tiger selfies to score
dates should consider posing with
domestic felines instead.

“I think women would love
that,” she said.

Mass. residents recapture Irish heritage in sports

By MaRY MACDONALD

(Worcester, Mass.)
Telegram & Gazette

WORCESTER, Mass. — A fast-moving
field game that is part soccer, part base-
ball, part lacrosse and all Irish is becom-
ing increasingly popular in Worcester.

Both adult and youth club teams have
formed in recent years for Irish hurling, as
well as Gaelic football.

At a practice earlier this month at Lake
Park, children ages 7 to 11 prepared for a
multicity hurling “blitz” that is expected to
draw youths from several cities to Spring-
field this weekend.

Their coaches are a part of the adult
team, which was to play its own game later
in the day.

Irish hurling is played with a short stick,
called a hurley, that ends in a flat paddle,
and with a ball, called a sliotar, that is
somewhat smaller than a baseball. Play-
ers can strike the ball with their stick, or
pick it up and hit it to advance it down the
field.

Fast and intense when played among
adults, the game is less so with children,
who wear a full face mask for protection.
It is thought to be the oldest game in the
world, according to Mike O’Connor, a
coach with the Worcester Gaelic Athletic
Association. In Ireland it’s been played for
more than 2,000 years, he said.

Here in Worcester, many club parents of
Irish descent say they grew up watching it,
or playing it themselves, and wanted their
children to have a cultural connection to
Ireland.

No one has to be Irish to play, but it’s one
of the reasons why the athletic club has
grown in popularity, members say. Sally
Hurley, of Upton, learned about the GAA
club team for children when she met an-
other parent through their daughters’ Irish
dance classes.

On arecent Sunday, her son, Sean, 9, was
among the dozen or so boys learning skills
in both hurling and Gaelic football, which
is similar to soccer.

“My husband is from Ireland,” Hurley
said. “It was something he wanted them to
have exposure to.”

0O’Connor, whose family is from Galway,
said he played hurling a bit as a child but
watched his cousins in Ireland play it regu-
larly. Now, his son, Michael, 7, is among the
club members on the youth team. His two
daughters, Aine, 5, and Isla, 3, were learn-
ing how to defend the goal recently.

In Ireland, girls play a slightly different
version of the game called Camogie, said
Karen O’Connor.

Karen O’Connor was bornin Ireland, and
emigrated at age 5. When she was younger,

PHotos BY Rick CINCLAIR, THE (WORCESTER Mass.) TeELEGRAM & GAZETTE/AP

Jack Dufault, 9, hits the ball during a game of hurling at Lake Park in Worcester, Mass., on Aug. 3.

Will Panek, 5, of Sturbridge, Mass., learns about the game of Gaelic football from
coach Michael Dufault, of Shrewsbury, Mass., at Lake Park.

hurling was only played in Ireland, but now
it’s played worldwide through club sports.
The Worcester Gaelic Athletic Associa-

tion hurling club is part of the North Amer-
ican Gaelic Athletic Association, formed in
2009. The group added a Gaelic football

team this year and is reaching out to par-
ents interested in having their children
learn that sport, as well.

The O’Connors have encouraged their
children to learn both hurling and Gaelic
football.

“It’s important because it’s part of our
heritage and we want to keep that going,”
O’Connor said. Worcester and surround-
ing towns have a large Irish population
that might be interested, but unaware of
the GAA club teams, she said.

“We’re just trying to spread the word. A
lot of people don’t know about it.”

According to the Gaelic Athletic Asso-
ciation website, hurling players can strike
the ball on the ground or in the air. Unlike
in hockey, players can pick up the ball with
the hurley and carry it for not more than
four steps in the hand.

After those steps, players may bounce
the ball on the hurley and back to the hand,
but players are forbidden to catch the ball
more than twice. To get around that, one of
the skills is running with the ball balanced
on the hurley.

To score, players put the ball over the
crossbar with the hurley or under the
crossbar and into the net by the hurley for
a goal, the latter being the equivalent of
three points.
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Anti-independence
camp gains among
Scots in new poll

Bloomberg News

EDINBURGH, Scotland
— Scottish nationalists seeking
independence from Britain lost
ground in the latest poll of voting
intentions for the Sept. 18 refer-
endum, as campaigners to keep
the 307-year-old United Kingdom
intact extended their lead.

Support for staying a part of
Britain rose to 45 percent from
41 percent while backing for in-
dependence held at 32 percent,
according to the monthly survey
published by TNS on Wednes-
day. Among the 71 percent of
respondents who said they were
certain to vote, the No camp was
unchanged at 46 percent, while
backing for Yes rose 1 percentage
point to 38 percent. Sixteen per-
cent said they were undecided,
down 2 points, TNS said.

With little more than five weeks
before the ballot, the poll sug-
gests that Scottish First Minister
Alex Salmond has yet to convince
voters of the benefits of indepen-
dence. In the first televised debate
of the campaign on Aug. 5, Alistair
Darling, the former British chan-
cellor of the exchequer who heads
the No campaign, was judged the
winner after questioning Salmond
on the pound. A second debate is
planned for Aug. 25.

There’s “literally nothing any-
one can do tostop” anindependent
Scotland from using sterling, Sal-
mond said in an op- ed in the Sun-
day Herald newspaper on Aug. 10,

saying the country is “keeping it,
come what may.” He also reiter-
ated a threat to walk away from
the country’s $218 billion share of
British debt if a currency union is
denied, as the British government
and the opposition have said they
will do.

Polls have consistently shown
the nationalists trailing behind
the campaign to keep Scotland
in the union with England, Wales
and Northern Ireland. Enough
people are undecided to cause an
upset next month, although that
pool is shrinking, Tom Costley,
head of TNS Scotland, said in an
emailed statement.

“The hopes of the Yes cam-
paign rest on winning over most
of the dwindling number of un-
decided voters” in the run-up to
Sept. 18, Costley said.

The question of which cur-
rency a new Scottish state would
use is one of the central points of
disagreement. Prime Minister
David Cameron has ruled out
sharing the pound, while Salmond
has threatened to shun Scotland’s
liabilities unless he changes his
mind, a move that would increase
British debt as a proportion of
gross domestic product.

TNS said it polled 1,003 people
at least age 16, the minimum to
vote in the referendum, between
July 23 and Aug. 7. Another poll
will be published in early Sep-
tember, it said.

‘Lovewithoutlocks’

Passers-hy Iook on as municipality workers fix a giant sticker on the sidewalk of the Pont de

Micuer EuLer/AP

Paris is hoping to persuade visiting couples to end the recent

and unwelcome tradition of fixing padlocks to the Pont de I’Archeveche. With giant stickers in French,
Engllsh and Spanlsh Paris began its “Lovewithoutlocks” campaign, saying the city’s famed bridge could

that cling to every available surface.

Munich brings brooms into 21st century

McClatchy Foreign Staff

BERLIN — After 850 years of
using tied-together twigs to sweep
the streets, Munich this summer
decided to give newfangled plas-
tic brush brooms a try.

The city, which had been im-
porting twigs from Italy so work-
ers could make their own brooms,
decided to make the switch for a
number of reasons, though basi-
cally they all boiled down to the
fact that the year is 2014, not 1420.
Modern brooms are cheaper and
more durable, can be bought at
the store, and generally are a lot
less hassle.

Still, the cleaning debate is a
classic example of tradition vs.

convenience, so the switch is not
without its critics.

The traditional brooms, which
Munich street sweepers began
using about the time the Magna
Carta was adopted and a couple
of hundred years before Colum-
bus sailed the ocean blue, were
made fresh each day from twigs
of heath brought in from Tusca-
ny. They tended to last about one
full day of heavy sweeping before
needing to be replaced.

Dagmar Ruemenapf, Munich’s
spokeswoman, said city work-
ers tied together about 50,000 of
the handmade brooms each year.
The plastic-bristle brooms will
be bought already assembled; the

city says it expects to need only
900 in a year.

“It’s not just that we want to
save money,” she said. “The new
brooms also handle better, and
don’t have to be replaced all the
time.”

The critics included some of
Munich’s street sweepers, accord-
ing to the Munchen Abendzeitung
newspaper.

“For us, the traditional broom
is as important as the baton for
a conductor,” one was quoted as
saying. Another said, “The feeling
each day to have a fresh-bound
broom in our hands was the same
as waking to find a new car wait-
ing every morning.”
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underwater wonders, much like Google Map’s “street view” lets people look at homes.

Mapping project aims to offer online
images of nation’s marine sanctuaries

The Associated Press

ISLAMORADA, Fla. — It’s
easy to go online and get a 360-de-
gree, ground-level view of almost
any street in the United States and
throughout the world. Soon, sci-
entists hope people will be able to
do the same with coral reefs and
other underwater wonde:

U.S. government scientists are
learning to use specialized fisheye
lenses underwater in the Florida
Keys in hopes of applying “street
view” mapping to research and
management plans in marine
sanctuaries nationwide. Some of
the rotating and panor c imag-
es will be available online as early
as this week, including a selection
on Google Maps, giving the public
a window into ecosystems still dif-
ficult and costly to explore for long
stretches of time.

It will be like scuba diving from
your computer.

‘About400,000images have been
produced so far of reefs off Austra-
lia and in the Caribbean, but this
is the first time the technology is
being used in U.S. waters.

The images in the U.S. will add
scale and details to data that has
already been collected, and illus-
trate the successes and failures of
coral restoration. They will also
help scientists study the effects
of warming ocean temperatures,
pollution and hurricanes on reefs,
officials said.

“This allows people who can’t get

underwater to understand what we
mean by putting up a special pres-
ervation area around this particu-
lar spot,” said Mitchell Tartt, chief
of the conservation science division
at the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration’s Office of
National Marine Sanctuaries.

The basketball-shaped, triple-
lens SVII cameras use the same
technology that’s used to produce
Google Street View images of
neighborhoods on land. Instead
of bemg placed on top of a car, the
143-pound riggings are tethered to
scuba divers and powered through
the water by small motors. Smaller
versions mounted on tripods also
are being tested in the Keys.

In images previewed Mon-
day by project director Richard
Vevers, endangered elkhorn coral,
bleached fields of dead coral and
coral nurseries suspended like
hanging plants in the Keys’ blue
waters were in sharp focus as they
rotated on screen.

The cameras and training in
the Florida Keys Natlonal Ma-
rine Sanctuary for NOAA of-
ficials are being paid for as part
of a partnership with the Catlin
Seaview Survey, funded by the
global insurance company Catlin.
Google also is a sponsor.

The images that have been pro-
duced so far from other Catlin
surveys are being uploaded on-
line to the Catlin Global Reef Re-
cord. The project moves next into
Southeast Asia, Vevers said.

PHoTos BY CATLIN SEAVIEW SURVEY/AP

Above: Catlin Seaview Survey’s Manuel Gonzalez surveys an area underwater in Key Largo, Fla. U.S. government scientists hope people will soon be able to go online and get a
360-degree view of reefs and other

Street view is
going undersea
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Autistic adults find success as entrepreneurs

By Jovce M. ROSENBERG
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — When Matt Cot-
tle asked his boss to let him work
in the supermarket’s bakery, she
told him he’d never do anything
more than collect grocery carts.

After six years of bagging g
ceries and pushing carts, Cottle
wanted more. He had already
learned how to do some baking.

Cottle is autistic. And today he’s
an entrepreneur, the owner of
Stuttering King Bakery, turning
out batches of cookies, brownies
and scones for cafes and business-

to do something greater than
that,” Cottle said in the kitchen of
his family’s Arizona, home, where
he spends hours each day fill-
ing orders. He generates $1,200
monthly.

Cottle is one of a few known
small business owners with au-
tism, a brain disorder that affects
a person’s ability to comprehend,
communicate and interact social-
ly. There are varying degrees of
autism, but even au c people
with the greatest capabilities can
find it impossible to get a job be-
cause they take longer to read or
process information, or because
they struggle to hold conversa-

According to the U.S.

Ross D. FRANKUIN/AP

Matt Cottle, owner of Stuttering King Bakery, smiles as he holds a

tray of his scones ii

tions. One in 68 people have some
form of autism, according to gov-
ernment figures.

There is a growing movement to
help autistic adults find jobs, but
for Cottle and his family, the an-
swer was a business of his own.

Cottle had taken training to do
search-and-rescue  operations.
And he tried working in a bakery.

is parents’ kitchen in Scottsdale, Ariz., in July.

Both times, he encountered peo-
ple who didn’t understand him,
and who ended up yelling at and
insulting him, his mother, Peg
Cottle, said.

He wanted to enroll in a culi-
nary school, but an administrator
gently told him and his parents
it wouldn’t work out. Four years
ago, the Southwest Autism Re-

of Labor,

search and Research Center, or
SAARC, connected Cottle with a
pastry chef who mentored him.
In August 2012, he unexpectedly
got an order from a cafe operated
by Phoenix-based SAARC. At
that point, Cottle told his parents
he was starting his own baking
business.

“I'm happy as an angel,” he

Many autistic people can run
businesses if theyre given the
chance to discover something they
like and develop skills around their
interests, said Temple Grandin,
one of the best-known advocates

or people with autism. “If you get

them exposed to something, they
can get a career,” said Grandin,
author of “The Autistic Brain.”

Grandin, who has autism, didn’t
speak until she was 4 years old. In
her teens, Grandin was exposed
to horses at a boarding school
and cattle on her aunt’s ranch,
and she began working with farm
animals. She eventually created a
business designing equipment for
handling livestock.

People with the most severe au-
tism aren’t able to work because
their disabilities limit their abil-
ity to learn. But it’s only in the last
two decades that society has come
to realize that many people with
disabilities including autism can

work, said Paul Pizzutello, prin-
cipal of Reach Academy, a school
whose students include some who
are autistic.

“With many people with au-
tism, it’s not their intellect that
a problem,; it’s their ability to en-
gage with their environment and
manage social contacts,” he said.

When Cottle’s parents tried to
help him get a job, they explained
to prospective bosses that because
he is autistic, he needs more time
to understand instructions. The
companies either didn’t want to
take the time to learn how to work
with him or they assumed Cottle
might do or say inappropriate
things. He grew frustrated.

“He was at a brick wall before
he started his bakery,” Peg Cottle
said.

Soon after starting, Cottle and
his mother attended entrepre-
neurship training classes offered
by Seed Spot, an organization

s socially responsible

ate. The product
he produces is the real deal. His
disability doesn’t even come into
play as far as I'm concerned,” said
Chris Norcross, general manager
of building company and Stutter-
ing King customer Mortenson
Construction. He orders as many
as 300 cookies at a time.
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Japan'’s architects
selling a lifestyle
on global stage

By Yurt KAGEYAMA
The Associated Press

TOKYO — A new generation of
Japanese architects is scoring suc-
cess by reinterpreting the past.

Unlike their predecessors, who
modernized Japan with Western-
style edifices, they talk of fluidly
defining space with screens, inno-
vatively blending with nature, tak-
ing advantage of earthy materials
and incorporating natural light, all
trademarks of Japanese design.

Their sensibility that speaks to a
human-oriented yet innovative ev-
eryday life is proving a hit abroad,
said Erez Golani Solomon, profes-
sor of architecture at Waseda Uni-
versity in Tokyo.

“Food and architecture,” said
Solomon, stressing how the two
are Japan’s most potent brands.
“They are powerful — Japan’s
strongest cultural identity.”

Kengo Kuma, one of the star ar-
chitects, finds he is in demand not
only in Japan and in the West but
also in places such as China.

Among the major China proj-
ects for Kuma are the recent Xin-
jin Zhi Museum, whose sloping
angles and repeated tile motifs are
characteristically Kuma, and the
still ongoing Yunnan Sales Cen-
ter, a sprawling complex of shops,
housing and a theater, where a
wooden lattice decorates the main
structure overlooking a pond.

He also designs private homes
for affluent Chinese who admire
Zen philosophy and want to in-
corporate that stark aesthetic into
their daily lives, he said.

Japanese architecture offers

Japanese architect

0 Kuma, in Tokyo. Above right:

“Pineapple House,” also designed by Kuma.

warmth and kindness as it is adept
in the use of natural light and ar-
tisanal craftsmanship, such as
bamboo and paper. It is “working
together like music,” to create a
comfortable and luxurious spot
even in a cramped space, the basic
principle of a Japanese tea house,
Kuma said.

“It’s part of our genetic make-
up,” Kuma told The Associated
Press, sitting in his Tokyo studio
among elegant chairs designed
by himself and others by Ludwig
Mies van der Rohe and pointing
with disgust at the vaulting sky-
scrapers visible from his window.

“People all over the world are
sick and tired of modern monu-
ments,” he said. “The desire
for the human and the gentle is
a backlash to the globalization
that brought all these monster
skyscrapers.”

Sou Fujimoto, another rising
Japanese architect, is also work-
ing all over the world.

His beachside cultural center
in Serbia is a giant spiral, while
a bungalow in southern Japan
is a cube of wooden blocks. His
Serpentine Pavilion in London of
metal lattice has been compared
to a floating cloud. In Montpellier,
France, construction begins next
year for a housing complex he has
designed with balconies sprouting
precariously at all angles from a
tower.

“This understanding of the con-

nection between nature and the
man-made is Japanese,” Fujimoto
said. “The Japanese garden utiliz-
es nature while also being finely
crafted. You go back and forth be-
tween those two points.”

In a telling sign of their rising
stature, four of the winners of the
prestigious Pritzker Architecture
Prize in the last six years have
been Japanese: Kazuyo Sejima,
Ryue Nishizawa, Toyo Ito and
Shigeru Ban.

In the past, the winners were
few and far between. Kenzo
Tange, known for his statuesque,
curvaceous Tokyo Olympic sta-
dium, won the Chicago-based
Pritzker in 1987; Fumihiko Maki,
who infused an Eastern sensibil-
ity into his floating forms of glass,
metal and concrete, won in 1993;
and the self-taught and idiosyn-
cratic Tadao Ando was the third
Japanese to win, nine years after
Tange.

Sejima, who works with Nishiza-
wa, is coveted for her trademark
ethereally white designs, often
using glass, such as the Musee
Louvre-Lens in France, the Chris-
tian Dior building in Tokyo and
the Zollverein School in Germany.

Ban, this year’s Pritzker win-
ner, carved out his career by using
recycled paper tubes as construc-
tion material, and his housing
ideas have been widely praised for
their use as temporary housing
after disasters.

PHotos BY SHizuo KameavasH/AP

Top and above left: Visitors walk through the exterior corridor at the Nezu Museum, designed by

: Women walk by Sunny Hills, known as the

When people were crammed
in a gym after the 2011 tsunami
in northeastern Japan, his idea
of hanging cloth as partitions on
paper-tubing frames delivered
privacy and a sense of mental
peace.

Fuji Kindergarten in Tachika-
wa, outside Tokyo, by Takaharu
and Yui Tezuka, also illustrates
the characteristically Japanese
idea of fusing the outside with the
inside.

The walls of the doughnut-
shaped building are glass, and they
open as sliding doors into a court-
yard. The spherical roof works as
a playground, for the children to
run around and around.

The couple often uses the roof
for living space, and they swear
sitting side by side on a sloped sur-
face, like a riverbank, as opposed
to facing each other across a table,

D 0621037009511 * ryn
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People all over
the world are sick
and tired of modern
monuments. The
desire for the
human and the
gentle is a backlash
to the globalization
that brought all
these monster
skyscrapers. 7

Kengo Kuma
architect

is good for human relations.

With Japanese architecture, a
slight change of approach trans-
forms a roof into something more
than just a roof, in the same way
the artistry with which a chef cuts
and presents raw fish transforms
it into sashimi, Takaharu Tezuka
said.

“Some European and Ameri-
can architects say it’s important to
have intermediate space, between
inside and outside,” he said. “But
our approach is different. Every-
thing is intermediate.”
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Chicken crossing road
blocks traffic — no joke
o PORTLAND — Port-
land police were told

there was a chicken — and it was
attempting to cross the road.

In fact, the citizen who called
the police nonemergency line on

Monday evening reported that the
chicken’s efforts to cross a road

THE CENSUS

$102

The value of whiskey allegedly drank by John Saunders, 63, of Irwin, Pa., who was sup-
posed to be safeguarding the liquor. A district judge last year ordered Saunders to stand trial
on criminal charges, but the Tribune-Review reported Saunders died July 21, ending the case.
Patricia Hill, owner of the South Broadway Manor Bed and Breakfast, told police she found nine

X X X

12-bottle cases of whiskey hidden in the century-old mansion built by industrialist J.P. Brennan
after she bought it in 2011. According to court records, Hill hired Saunders to care for the property. When Hill went to have the pre-
Prohibition Old Farm Pure Rye Whiskey appraised in March 2012 she discovered 52 empty bottles.

in a north Portland hood
were bringing traffic nearly to a
standstill.

He assured the dispatcher he
‘was not joking.

The dispatcher chuckled — and
asked a clarifying question.

“It’s just the one chicken?”

The caller said yes.

Sgt. Pete Simpson said police
“were unable to determine the
chicken’s intent.”

Artists: We switched
Brooklyn Bridge flags
NEW YORK — Two

N German artists have
claimed responsibility for re-
placing American flags on the
Brooklyn Bridge with faded white
versions last month in an urban
mystery that exposed holes in se-
curity at one of the city’s most en-
during landmarks.

Berlin-based Mischa Leinkauf
and Mattias Wermke said Tuesday
that they hoisted the hand-sewn
white flags onto the 131-year-old
bridge’s neo-gothic stone towers
as a celebration of public art in
“the global center of creativity.”

They said they switched the
flags early on July 22 to com-
memorate the 145th anniversary
of German-born Brooklyn Bridge
architect John August Roebling’s
death.

Hoax report: Cougar
escaped from pet store
S AIKEN — Officers in

South Carolina spent
hours searching for a mountain
lion on the loose from a pet store
— but police now say the threat
‘was based on a false report.

Police said Bill Lunsford, 55, re-
ported the escaped animal about
1 am. Sunday in Aiken. He said
a burglar broke into a pet store
and let the animal loose. Police
warned residents that the domes-
ticated, declawed mountain lion
was 3 feet tall and 100 pounds,
wearing a dog harness.

Aiken Police told WRDW-TV
that about a dozen officers looked
for the cat for up to 18 hours.

Police now say the report was a
hoax. Lunsford was charged with
filing a false police report.

Deaths of 3 in car are
blamed on overheating
M HAGERSTOWN — A

woman and her two
young daughters found dead in
their car in a middle school park-
ing lot in June died from acciden-
tal overheating, the Maryland
Office of the Chief Medical Exam-
iner said Tuesday.

The formal cause of death was
hyperthermia and environmental
heat exposure, Maryland Office
of the Chief Medical Examiner
spokesman Bruce Goldfarb said.
He said the autopsy reports won’t
be complete for at least a month.

Guyanese immigrant Allison

World War Il charm

A commemorative World War Il B-17 Flying Fortress stands at the Empire State A i
Glenville, N.Y., on Tuesday. Guided tours of the airplane are available during events i

Keyonda Pluck, formerly Allison
Lancaster, 32, was found dead in
her silver Nissan sedan June 16
along with the bodies of Shania
Gill, 18 months, and Shameka
Gill, 6 months. The mother was re-
clined in the driver’s seat and the
girls were strapped in their child
seats in the back with the windows
closed, the ignition off and the
doors unlocked, police said.

So far no one has paid
capital’s marijuana fine
WASHINGTON —

D Nearly three dozen civil
citations have been issued in the
District of Columbia since mari-
juana possession was decriminal-
ized, but so far none of the fines
has been paid.

Violators have 14 days from the
time a ticket is issued to pay the
$25 fine or contest the ticket, so
some of those fines could be paid
in coming days.

So far, though, the city’s Of-
fice of Administrative Hearings
said none of the 35 tickets issued
between July 17 and Aug. 8 have

been paid.

USS Arizona shrine
wall to be replaced
H HONOLULU — A marble
wall with the names of the
1,177 sailors and Marines killed on
the USS Arizona will be replaced
duirng the next two months.
National Park Service spokes-
woman Amanda Carona told the
Honolulu Star-Advertiser that the
shrine room at the Arizona Memo-
rial will be closed off but will be
visible to visitors. She said most of
the work will be done after hours.
The original wall was replaced
in 1984. The current wall has be-
come stained and eroded from
salt water.

2 dead, 3 wounded

in violent rampage

G CARTERSVILLE —
Northwest Georgia au-

thorities are trying to untangle

the details of a violent rampage
that left two people dead and three

Patrick DopsoN, THE (ScHENECTADY, N.Y.) GAZETTE/AP

the 30th

County Airport in

wounded Tuesday when a gunman
shot multiple victims at one house,
crashed a car into another house,
shot the occupant, committed a
carjacking, crashed the vehicle
and shot himself in the head.

Bartow County Sheriff Clark
Millsap said the gunman fled the
initial scene and crashed a car
into a house where he kicked in
the door and shot an occupant in
the hand.

Millsap said the shooter then
carjacked an elderly man and his
grandson and crashed their vehi-
cle into a truck. The impact caused
a fire and the gunman then killed
himself. Neither the man nor child
was injured in the carjacking.

Growing wine industry
poised for harvest
Ks WICHITA — It’s grape
harvest time in Kan-

sas, and the state’s growing wine
industry is expecting a big crop
this year.

The Kansas Grape Growers &

Winemakers Association said the
state has 35 registered wineries

y of the

and vineyards. Most are small,
with two to five acres of grapes,
rather than large-scale farms.

The Wichita Eagle reported the
state’s climate doesn’t allow win-
eries to grow well-known grapes
such as Cabernet or Merlot. They
grow hybrids that include part
of the heartier native American
grapes.

Frat house to hecome
upscale student housing

TUCSON — A Univer-

sity of Arizona build-
ing that housed a now-disgraced
fraternity is being converted into
high-end student housing.

The Arizona Daily Star reported
that the university is remodeling
the $1.8 million Greek Row house
to fit approximately 62 students
along with two residence advisers.

The house was formerly occu-
pied by Phi Gamma Delta frater-
nity, which has been investigated
for hazing and serving alcohol
to minors.

From wire reports
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Muslim Omar

Openly gay

26, sits on his prayer rug Aug. 1 at his home in Los Angeles.

PHotos BY DamiaN DovaRGANES/AP

Progressive Muslim movement in America accepts once-taboo causes

By GiLLiaN Fraccus
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Omar Aker-
sim prays regularly and observes
the dawn-to-dusk Ramadan fast.
He is also openly gay.

AKersim, 26, is part of a small
but growing number of Ameri-
can Muslims challenging the
long-standing interpretations of
Islam that defined their parents’
world. They believe that one can
be gay and Muslim; that the sexes
can pray shoulder-to-shoulder;
that females can preach; and that
Muslim women can marry out-
side the faith — and they point to
Quran passages to back them up.

The shift comes as young
American Muslims work to re-
shape the faith they grew up with
so it fits better with their com-
plex, dual identity, with one foot
in the world of their parents’ im-
migrant beliefs and one foot in
the ever-shifting cultural land-
scape of America. The result has
been a growing internal dialogue
about what it means to be Mus-
1lim, as well as a scholarly effort to
re-examine the Quran for new in-
terpretations that challenge rules
that had seemed set in stone.

“Islam in America is being
forced to kind of change and to
re-evaluate its positions on things
like homosexuality because of
how we’re moving forward cul-
turally as a nation,” said Akersim,
who leads a Los Angeles-based
support group for gay Muslims.
“It’s striving to make itself seen

and known in the cultural fab-
ric and to do that, it does have to
evolve. Ten or 15 years ago, that
would have been impossible.”
The shift doesn’t end with
breaking obvious taboos, either.
Young American Muslims are
making forays into fashion and
music and stirring things up with
unorthodox takes on staples of
American pop culture. A recent
controversial YouTube video, for
example, shows Muslim hipsters
—or “Mipsterz” — skateboarding
in head scarves and skinny jeans
as Jay-Z’s “Somewhere in Ameri-
ca” blasts in the background.
Nearly 40 percent of the es-
timated 2.75 million Muslims
in the U.S. are American-born
and the number is growing, with
the Muslim population skewing
younger than the U.S. population
at large, according to a 2011 Pew
Research Center survey.
Advocates for a more tolerant
Islam say the constraints on in-
terfaith marriage and homosexu-
ality aren’t in the Quran, but are
based on conservative interpreta-
tions of Islamic law that have no
place in the U.S. Historically, in
many Muslim countries, there
are instances of unsegregated
prayers and interfaith marriage.
“I think it’s fair to say the tradi-
tional Islam that we experienced
excluded a lot of Muslims that
were on the margins,” said Tan-
zila Ahmed, 35, who published
an anthology of love stories by
Muslim American women in 2012

jreare =
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called “Love Inshallah.” “I always
felt not very welcomed by the type
of Islam my parents practiced.

Many second-generation
American Muslims still practice
their faith in traditional ways,
but others are starting to see the
Islam of their parents as more of a
cultural identity, said Dr. Yvonne
Haddad, a Georgetown Univer-
sity professor who has written
extensively about Islam’s integra-
tion into U.S. society.

As a result, there’s a new em-
phasis on meeting for prayer and
socializing in neutral spaces,
such as community centers in-
stead of mosques, and on univer-
sal inclusion.

“Some of them still want a

The book “Progressive Muslims” is placed next to the Quran, the
Muslim holy book, at the home of Omar Akersi

mosque, they still want to belong
and to pray and others are shift-
ing and they are very comfort-
able being nonreligious,” Haddad
said. “These people feel that they
can get rid of the hang-ups of what
the culture has defined as Muslim
and maintain the beliefs and val-
ues, the spiritual values, and feel
very comfortable by shedding all
the other restrictions that society
has put on them.”

In Los Angeles, a religious
group called Muslims for Pro-
gressive Values has been push-
ing the boundaries with a female
imam who performs same-sex
and interfaith marriages, sup-
port groups for gay Muslims
and a worship style that includes

women giving sermons and men
and women praying together.
The group has chapters in half
a dozen major U.S. cities and at
least six foreign countries and
last year was recognized by the
United Nations as an official non-
governmental organization.

Founder Ani Zonneveld, a Mus-
lim singer and songwriter of Ma-
laysian descent, started the group
in 2007 after she recorded some
Islamic pop music that generated
a backlash because it featured a
Muslim woman singing.

“For us, the interpretation of
Islam is egalitarian values — and
by egalitarian it’s not just words
that we speak. It’s practice,” she
said. “It’s freedom of religion and
from religion, too.”

Akersim, the gay Muslim,
knows first-hand how hard that
shift will be.

Last year, he fled his parents’
home in the middle of the night
after they called him at work and
demanded to know when he was
going to get married. He stays in
touch with his mother, but hasn’t
spoken to his father in a year and
ahalf.

Now, he avoids mosques but
prays privately. He has no regrets
about coming out, he said.

“All these struggles that I've
had to endure have only brought
me closer to God,” Akersim said.
“Within that storm, I feel like I've
been able to persevere because of
my faith, because of this strength
from God.
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Stay juiced up on the go

By Jim RossmMan
The Dallas Morning News

e’ve all been in a
situation where it’s
getting late in the day,
and you glance at the
battery level on your phone and
realize your phone’s about to die.

So how can you keep the power
on? It takes some forethought.

First is to put your phone on the
charger when you go to bed.

You always want to walk out of
your house in the morning with a
100 percent charge.

I have an iHome clock radio
on my nightstand that has a dock
for my phone. The last thing I do
before bed is make sure the phone
is in the dock.

My car has a phone mount that
has a charging cable so I can
charge the phone as I drive. I don’t
need to do this in the morning,
but I make it a habit to put the
phone in the mount whenever
I'm driving, whether I plug in the
charger or not. The mount enables
me to see maps or glance at who’s
calling before I answer with my
Bluetooth audio system.

So if I have a lunch meeting, I'll
plug in to get even a 10 percent
to 20 percent boost on the way to
lunch.

Ikeep a phone dock on my desk
at work, and I try to keep the
phone in the dock when I'm at my
desk.

So my phone has a charger
available 24 hours a day, but I
realize not everyone is like me.

If you regularly run down your
phone’s battery during the day,
there are two items you should
buy.

The first is an external battery.
T've seen external batteries in
all sizes and shapes. Some are as
small as a lipstick and some are as
large as a paperback book.

They are rechargeable and are
charged up with a USB cable or
wall plug. The bigger the battery,
the more power it will provide.
Larger ones can charge your
phone four or more times. Smaller
ones might just let you get half a
charge.

Of course, you'll need the right
cable with the battery.

I carry the Anker Astro 3
($45.99 from Amazon) in my bag.
It has a 12000mAh battery that
will charge the average smart-
phone six times.

The second item you should buy
is a battery case for your phone.

1 realize a battery case is not
available for all phones, but com-
panies like Mophie have cases for
the most popular Apple, Samsung
and HTC phones.

The case has an extra battery
inside that you turn on when your
phone needs a charge.

Mophie’s Juice Packs run about
$99.95 and can provide about one
charge for your phone.

If you can’t get a battery case
for your phone, buy an external
battery and keep it handy. Hope-
fully, you won’t run out of juice
again.

GADGET WATCH

Portraiture for Video smooths skin

By GreGG ELLMAN
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

ortraiture for Video is video editing
software that allows video enthusiasts
to soften skin and remove blemishes,
wrinkles, etc. during video editing.

If this sounds familiar to still photographers,
there is a reason. Portraiture has been used in
the professional still image industry for years
for softening and enhancing skin tones.

Now the company Imagenomic has brought
the same award-winning features to the video
world.

According to a recent press release, Portrai-
ture for Video is compatible with Adobe After
Effects, Adobe Premiere Pro, Apple Final Cut
Pro, Sony Vegas Pro and DaVinci Resolve.

Video clips are simply run through the plug-in
software, and it automatically removes imper-
fections in the skin.

The software is ideal for touching up a scar,
acne or other skin blemishes and runs on Mac
and Windows operating systems.

Online: imagenomic.com/ptvideo. A free 15-
day trial is available; the annual subscription
rate for the software is $99.

The ZAGGKeys Universal keyboard func-
tions with most devices, including smartphones,
tablets and almost any operating system, as long
as both can be paired via Bluetooth technology.

It’s designed and built with features allowing
it to work with any of those gadgets, making it a
truly universal device.

It measures 5.25 inches wide by 9.25 inches
long with the cover attached. The curved key-
board is as slim as one-quarter inch, making it
ideal for use while sitting on the sofa, working at
your desk or tucking it away in your computer
bag for travel.

Many mobile operating systems have differ-
ent systems for shortcuts and hot keys on key-
boards. There’s a little switch on the back of the
ZAGGKeys keyboard to switch between Apple,
Android or Window operating systems.

The keyboard itself is
built with an ergo-
nomic design for a
more natural typ-
ing experience, and
includes a versatile
protective cover that
doubles as a stand for

ON THE COVER: “The Sun Also Rises” is a video game that aims to
bring to light the lesser-seen angles of the Global War on Terrorism.

Horse Volume

with most Bluetooth-
enabled devices.

ImaceNomic/MCT
fity vendor

an
specializing in digital imagery enhancement
solutions, has announced that its Portraiture
software to soften and enhance skin tones in
still photographs is now available for video.

your tablet or smartphone.

Other features include a rechargeable battery,
which can be good for up to three months before
another charge is needed.

Online: Zagg.com; $69.99, available in black,
berry/aqua, charcoal/hot pink, lime/charcoal
and orange/indigo combinations.

The LUXE stereo headphones and the Tad-
pole are other cool and cost-friendly products
from iFrogz (a ZAGG company).

The LUXE headphones don’t cost a lot
($39.99), are comfortable to wear and deliver
what I call “consistent sound.”

What I mean by that is you’re not going to get
the great sound associated with $400 head-
phones; instead you get good, steady sound with
enough bass to keep you happy.

They look good and are built with comfortable
padded ear cups over 40 mm driver speakers,
an adjustable metallic-looking headband and
have an inline mic for hands-free calls.

The Tadpole ($19.99) is as simple as a Blue-
tooth speaker can be, measuring just 2.67 x 0.43
x 1.38-inches. It’s pocket sized and comes with
an attached carabiner clip.

Inside is a 1-watt speaker and a recharge-
able lithium-ion battery, good for about two
hours of use before a microUSB charge is
needed.
Online: iFrogz.com; Tadpole is available
in gray, blue, red, white and purple. The
LUXE headphones come in black with
your choice of blue, black, gray, red
and pink highlights.

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 sor\gs on the iTunes Store
for Aug. 1

1. “Best Mistake,"” Ariana Grande
2. “All About That Bass,” Meghan
Trainor
3. “Bang Bang," Jessie J, Ariana
Grande & Nicki Minaj

“Break Free," Ariana Grande
" “Rude,” MAGIC!
“Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
“Rather Be,” Clean Bandit
“Burnin’ It Down,” Jason Aldean
. “Chandelier,” Sia
0. “Problem,” Ariana Grande

— Compiled by MCT
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SPOTIFY MUSIC

The top streamed tracks on Spotify
from Aug. 4-10:

“Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
le,” MAGICI

Fancy,” Iggy Azalea

Chandelier,” Sia

Am | Wrong," Nico & Vinz

“Problem,” Ariana Grande

“Break Free,” Ariana Grande

“All About That Bass,” Meghan

Trainor

9. “Bang Bang," Jessie J, Ariana

Grande & Nicki Minaj

10. “Maps,” Maroon 5

— Compiled by The Associated Press
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ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded
from the iTunes Store for Aug. 13:

1. “Neighbors”
2. “Divergent”

3. “Dead Poets
Society”

4. “The Other
Woman”

5. “Mrs. Doubffire”
6. “Good Morning,
Vietnham”

7. “Blended”

8. “The Amazing Spider-Man 2"
9. "Muppets Most Wanted”

10. “Noah”

— Compiled by MCT

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer ranks the Top 10
PlayStation 3 games for August:

1. “Dark Souls II: Crown of the Sunken
ing”

. “Ultra Street Fighter IV”

. "Wolfenstein: The New Order”

. “Minecraft: PlayStation 3 Edition”
. “The Walking Dead Season 3 Epi-
sode 4 — Amid the Ruins”

6. “Watch Dogs”

7. "Another World: 20th Anniversary
Edition”

8. Gnd Auoospon

9. “Sac

10. “The Wolf Among Us Season 1
Episode 5 — Cry Wolf"

— Compiled by MCT

GRWNA

APPS

Top 5 new free apps for Aug. 13:
ANDROID

1. Rock Hero

2. Crazy Taxi: City Rush

3. Family Feud 2

4. Ice Age Adventures

5. Toilet & Bathroom Rush
Top 5 free apps for Aug. 13:
APPLE

1. Facebook

2. SnakelSnake!Snake

3. Run Forrest Run

4. Walmart App

5. Free Music

— Compiled by MCT
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By all accounts, actor-comedian Robin Williams
loved to make people laugh. And he was so very,
very good at it.

His death this week took his fans by surprise.
What better way to remember his legacy than to
watch your favorite Williams movie? See Page 24
for a list of seven of his most famous film roles.

If you'd prefer a quick clip, or to view a comedic bit
of Williams’ work that you haven't seen, or perhaps
an entire standup comedy routine — where Wil-
liams’ wacky ad-libbing abilities were put to best
use — we can point you to some of those as well.
* Rolling Stone has compiled a list called “Robin
Williams: A History in 15 Jokes.” It calls the list “a
stem-to-stern sampling of what this comedian did
best: Crack people up.” It's at tinyurl.com/15jokes
* A sportscaster in Atlanta hit a verbal home run

entertainment and o

™

T T

Ken Hivewy, Los AnceLes Times/MCT

Robin Williams, shown in August 2009, died Aug. 11 at age 63. Fans around the world are remembering him this week.

Remembering Robin Williams

with sports fans and Williams fans alike by work-
ing 21 of Williams' movie titles, one television
show and one quote from “Dead Poets Society”
into a 22-minute segment. Watch at tinyurl.com/
RWtribute

* “Late Night” host Jimmy Fallon included a
tribute to Williams in his show Tuesday in which
Fallon called Williams the “Muhammad Ali of com-
edy.” Fallon showed Williams' first “Tonight Show”
appearance, then hosted by Johnny Carson.
Watch Williams bounce into the audience, mess
with the cameraman and get his Shakespeare on
at tinyurl.com/p5grw5s.

* Podcaster Mark Maron has re-posted a touch-
ing, insightful and, of course, at times hilarious in-
terview with Williams from April 2010 at Williams'
home. Listen at tinyurl.com/RWwtf.

ther ways to fill your free time

Late-August laughs
with ‘Let’s Be Cops’

Movie lovers know that late sum-
mer is not the time to be expecting
the best-quality material to land

at the theater. But sometimes it's
nice to let the movie play, lounge
in air-conditioned comfort and
enjoy some easy laughs. To that
end, “Let's Be Cops,” now in base
theaters, holds some promise.
Nobodies played by Jake Johnson
of TV's “New Girl” and a new gen-
eration of Wayans, Damon Way-
ans Jr., don police officer uniforms,
and ... well, you can probably
imagine the comic potential.

* Movie review on Page 35.

Questlove performs
with Kings of Leon

Questlove, the drummer for “To-
night Show” host Jimmy Fallon’s
house band the Roots, filled in
nicely on Tuesday night for ailing
Kings of Leon drummer Nathan
Followill. The band’s tour bus

had to stop suddenly last week

to avoid hitting a pedestrian, and
now has canceled the rest of its
August tour dates to allow Fol-
lowill to recover from a broken

rib that resulted. On Tuesday, the
talented Questlove, with “QOL"
amusingly duct-taped to one of his
drums, ably filled Followill's seat
on “Late Night” on the band’s hit
song “Family Tree” from last year's
“Mechanical Bull” album.

¢ Watch the performance at
tinyurl.com/Qfamilytree.
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“Good Morning, Vietnam”
(1987): Having first made his
name on the TV series “Mork &
Mindy,” Williams transitioned to
big-screen comedies in the '80s
and scored a hit with this Vietnam
‘War tale directed by Barry Levin-
son. Williams put his irreverent,
motormouthed humor to good use
as an Air Force DJ who is sent to
Saigon, where he quickly irritates
his staid superiors and wins over
rank and file soldiers. Williams
won a Golden Globe for lead actor
in a comedy/musical and earned
an Academy Award nomination for
best actor.

“Dead Poets Society” (1989):
Shifting gears from comedy, Wil-
liams showed his dramatic chops
in Peter Weir's coming-of-age
tale about an unorthodox English
teacher (Williams) who inspires.
his students at an elite prep
school by teaching them poetry
and encouraging them to seize
the day. Numerous critics praised
Williams' performance, which
gamered him another Oscar
nomination.

_ Robin Williams 1951-2014
A freewheeling performer

who never seemed to age

By Mary McNAMARA
Los Angeles Times

ne of the drawbacks of a
ol life captured on film is the
irrefutable evidence of

time passing. The cam-
era can hide many things, but not
the fact that people, even famous
people, grow old. Right before our
eyes.
With the possible exception of
Robin Williams.

Even as his hairline retreated
and the wrinkles appeared, Wil-
liams, who burst into the collective
consciousness at 27 as the irrepress-
ible rainbow-suspendered alien in
“Mork and Mindy,” never seemed
to age.

He exuded a manic energy that,
if anything, seemed even more
youthful as the years passed. His
eyes sparked with ideas that you
could all but see streaking past like
a thousand bright blue fish. His
comedic signature was the free-
form, free-wheeling monologue, a
frothy torrent of words and voices
and sounds that poured out of him
in no apparent order, save his own
essential, mysterious understanding
of comedy.

Even when he wasn’t speaking,
his mouth turned down in a per-
petual twitch of one more thing, a
thought unsaid, or about to be said,
or too rash to be said.

I could now tell you the story of
a time we met, which was funny
and sad and now seems strangely
meaningful, as these things often do
in the wake of such a tragedy. But
the fact that I spent some time with
the actual Robin Williams doesn’t
matter because even though I know
he was simply a man, with talent
and troubles like the rest of us, that

is not what he was to me, or millions
of other people.

He was more than a star. He was
a fixed point in the universe.

No matter how many times we
are reminded of the relentlessly
democratic nature of mortality,
there are people who seem exempt.
For those of us who came of age
with “Mork and Mindy,” who spent
our lives watching the zany sitcom
star shift to successful stand-up
comedian, then to serious film star
and back again to TV, Robin Wil-
liams was one of them.

His brain defied gravity, his face
was made of rubber, the laughter
he inspired surely must echo far
into deep space and his death at 63
seems almost impossible.

‘We knew that he, like so many of
his colleagues, battled drugs and
alcohol and had a somewhat scan-
dalous love life. Yet there he was,
year after year, reinventing himself,
resurrecting himself, finding some
other way to channel what must
have been an exhausting if inex-
haustible will to perform.

He gave voice to Vietnam, a drag-
queen nanny and a blue genie; he
brought board games and penguins
and Teddy Roosevelt to life. He was
nominated for an Oscar for “Good
Morning, Vietnam” and “Dead
Poets Society” before winning with
“Good Will Hunting.”

It’s hard to think of another actor
who has moved so fluidly through so
many genres, whose roles remain so
disparate, so desperate, so high-per-
centage iconic.

Indeed, his many one-man shows,
live and on television, were almost
redundant — whenever Williams
performed, he was a one-man show,
the physical embodiment of drama’s
weeping and laughing masks, proof

positive that puer aeternus was
neither a myth nor necessarily a
pejorative.

He traded on it, sure, the boy
‘who wouldn’t, or couldn’t, grow up.
He played Peter Pan, literally in
“Hook” and figuratively in many
roles, including “Mrs. Doubtfire,”
“The Birdcage” and, most recently,
the brilliant ad man of “The Crazy
Ones.” But it was real, that effer-
vescence, and child-like in that it
seemed based more on hope than
experience, tinged with pain as
hope so often is.

Indeed, his work in “The Crazy
Ones” felt at times almost uncom-
fortably autobiographical. In the
David E. Kelley sitcom, Williams
played Simon Roberts, a post-mid-
dle-aged ad whiz who, after finally
getting sober, has taken his co-de-
pendent caregiver of a daughter
(played by Sarah Michelle Gellar)
on as a business partner.

Though leaning hard on the
manic angle, Williams brought such
genuine fear to Simon’s desire to
see if he still has it, such palpable
conflict to his mix of regret over
and nostalgia for the bad old days,
that the show suffered from an
identity crisis. People looking for
one version of Williams or the other
got instead something caroming
between all of them. Something so
real it seemed out of place.

Stars fall and fade, collapse or
burn out. But sometimes they just
vanish, impossibly, for no good
reason, and the universe crowds in
on itself wondering how something
that blazed so bright could suddenly
just be gone.

Robin Williams was 63 when
he died, but we will never have a
chance to see him grow old. Be-
cause he never did.

of his most
memorable
movie roles

“Hook” (1991): For a generation of
moviegoers, Williams will no doubt be
remembered as a fixture of their favorite
family movies. Steven Spielberg’s fantasy
adventure “Hook” was one such film, in
which Williams played a grown-up ver-
sion of Peter Pan who has forgotten his
magical past. The big-name, big-budget
production (Dustin Hoffman and Julia
Roberts also starred in the $70-million
movie) ran well past its shooting schedule
and was marked by personality clashes,
and “Hook” opened to poor reviews.
Even so, it was a commercial success
(to the tune of $300 million worldwide)
and has developed a cult following over
the years.

“Aladdin” (1992): Disney’s animated
musical based on the “Arabian Nights”
folk tale was a critical and commercial
hit, earning stellar reviews and grossing
more than $217 million domestically
(and more than $500 million worldwide),

Williams as Air Force disc j
Adrian Cronauer in the 1987 film
“Good Morning Vietnam.”

ToucHsTONE PicTURES/AP

making it the highest-grossing movie
of the year. Critics lauded Williams’
freewheeling, wisecracking performance
as Genie, which was both broad enough
to crack up kids and clever enough to
give adults something to laugh about.
Williams received a special achieve-
ment award at the Golden Globes for “a
most unusual and outstanding perfor-
mance which did not fit into any of the
categories.” “Aladdin” was also notable
for putting a bona fide screen star in a
voice-acting role, which soon became the
norm in Hollywood animated movies.

“Mrs. Doubtfire” (1993): Another
classic family comedy, “Mrs. Doubtfire”
found Williams donning an old-lady getup
as Daniel Hillard, a struggling actor and
divorced dad who impersonates a kindly
British nanny to spend time with his.
kids. With an Oscar-winning makeup
job, Williams disappeared into the title
role and helped power the film to $219
million at the domestic box office, behind
only “Jurassic Park” that year. “Doubtfire”
remains a beloved movie today, and a
sequel was in the works before Williams"
death.

“Good Will Hunting” (1997): Once
again reining in his outsize comedic per-

sona, Williams appeared opposite Matt
Damon in this Gus Van Sant-directed
drama about an MIT janitor (Damon) who
is actually a troubled self-taught genius.
Williams' performance as a tough-but-
tender therapist who helps the young
man open up won the actor his first
and only Oscar. Williams, an expert at im-
provisation, also ad-libbed some scenes,
including the last line of the movie.

“Insomnia” (2002): After years of
taking on jovial and avuncular charac-
ters, Williams played against type to
chilling effect in the Christopher Nolan
psychological thriller “Insomnia” (as well
as in Danny DeVito's “Death to Smoochy”
and Mark Romanek's “One Hour Photo,”
released the same year). In the snow-
bound suspense tale, Williams starred as
a crime novelist with a dark secret who's
hunted by Al Pacino’s unraveling detec-
tive. In a review for The Times, Kenneth
Turan said “Insomnia” represented “per-
haps the most compelling of (Williams’)
non-comic performances, noticeable
for the way the character's unflappable
calmness leads to greater and greater
complexity.”

— Oliver Gettell/Los Angeles Times
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Twentieth Century Fox

When two struggling pals dress as police officers for a party, they b d

sensations. But when they get

t tangled in a web of mobsters and dirty detectives, they must put their

fake badges on the line in “Let’'s Be Cops,” starring Damon Wayans Jr. and Jake Johnson.

A lewd, low spoof

Few laugh-out-loud moments in ‘Let’s Be Cops’

By RoGER MOORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

he laughs are loud, lewd and low in “Let’s
Be Cops,” a spoof of buddy cop pictures
that is pretty much the definition of “an
August comedy.”

The last month of summer is typically a dump-
ing ground for titles studios don’t have high hopes
for. Sometimes, that’s due to the lack of market-
able stars. Sometimes, they’re just too hard to
market, period. And sometimes, if they’re com-
edies, it’s because the belly laughs are few and far
between. All of those apply here.

Jake Johnson of TV’s “New Girl” is paired up
with another generation of Wayans — Damon
Wayans Jr. — in this farce about two Ohio losers
losing their way through Los Angeles, a tough
place to be a single guy with zero status.

Justin (Wayans) is a meek and mousy video
game developer who is so passive that he gives off
a feminine vibe. Ryan (Johnson) is an ex-jock who
once quarterbacked for Purdue, but now spends
his days roughing up kids in pickup games on a
local playground. Nobody gives either of these
guys a second look.

Justin’s cop-centric video game might have
been rejected by his bullying boor of a boss, but
the police gear he has around the house is handy
to have when he and Ryan want to drop in on an
alumni costume party. People there mistake them
for police. Women eyeball these manly men in
uniform. And Ryan, who used to feel the love of
the crowd, gets hooked.

“Let’s be cops!”

Next thing you know, they’re walking the
streets, in uniform with fake guns and fake
nametags — Justin is “Officer Chang.” The cute
waitress he’d like to reveal his true identity/sexu-
ality to (Nina Dobrev) checks him out, so he’s in.
But Ryan is WAY in — trading his battered ’80s
Camaro for an eBay police cruiser, adding decals
and lights, boning up on police procedure, listen-
ing for real police calls on a scanner.

“The plan is, we CONTROL the situation,” he

New on base

“Let’s Be Cops” is playing at the following
military facilities:

Europe

Mildenhall, Ansbach, Baumholder,
Grafenwohr, Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, Vilseck, Wiesbaden,
Aviano, Vicenza and Brunssum.

Pacific

Misawa, Yokota, Zama, Foster, Futenma,
Hansen, Kadena, Kinser, Schwab, Courtney,
Yongsan South Post No. 1, Casey, Henry,
Humphreys, Kunsan and Osan.

Online: letsbecops.com

growls. “That’s what the YouTube video says!”

Things get more and more out of hand, from do-
mestic disturbances that turn out to be spirited so-
rority girl brawls, to tangles with the Russian mob.
The psychotic head mobster Mossi (James D’Arcy)
is not amused by “the new sheriffs in town.”

Co-writer/director Luke Greenfield (“Some-
thing Borrowed”) lets what few laughs there are
in the script land. Johnson’s timing is sharp, and
‘Wayans has that Wayans way with dopey under-
reactions to crazy situations.

The pairing of these two sometimes works, but
Wayans has more of the name and the look than
the edge or charismatic comic spark of his dad or
his dad’s funnier family members.

Johnson has made a number of smart indie film
choices that allowed him to shine — “Drinking
Buddies,” “Safety Not Guaranteed.” This one is far
more conventional and seriously short of zingers.

“What’s the WORST that could happen?”

The answer to that is, you could end up in a
summer comedy that’s barely funny enough to
warrant — ahem — release in the summer.

“Let’s Be Cops” is rated R for language including sexual
references, some graphic nudity, violence and drug use.
Running time: 104 minutes.

The jokes fall flat
in ‘Expendables 3’

By Cary DARLING
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

here are three ele-
ments that could make a
cartoon of an action film
like “The Expendables
3” work: some cool, kinetic ac-
tion slam-o-rama; witty one-lin-
ers; and a really good bad guy.

Well, “Ex3” gets one of them
right — sort of. Mel Gibson
brings the correct amount of
steely crazy to his role as Stone-
banks, an immoral arms dealer
who, for the right price, just
might sell you and everyone you
know a nuclear weapon. (It prob-
ably helps that, considering the
troubles in his personal life, he’s
believable playing a meanie.)

Still, that’s not enough to
salvage the third run-through
of this full-employment act for
aging crime fighters.

As the film begins, Barney
Ross (Sylvester Stallone) is lead-
ing his team — including Gunner
(Dolph Lundgren), Toll Road
(Randy Couture), Caesar (Terry
Crews) and Lee Christmas
(Jason Statham) — on a mission
to rescue Doc (Wesley Snipes),

a former Expendable who has
been stuck in a jail in some
unnamed hellhole of a country
for eight years. Barney wants to
get Doc out so he can help with
another mission in Somalia.

But everything goes wrong
and Caesar is seriously injured
and hospitalized. The culprit?
It’s longtime Barney nemesis
Stonebanks, of course.

Barney is shaken up by what’s
happened with Caesar and
decides, if he’s going to go back
in and finish the job, he’s not
going to do it with his crew of old
reliables. He couldn’t bear it if
something happened to them.

Instead, he breaks up the
band and, thanks to well-con-
nected friend Bonaparte (Kelsey
Grammer), recruits a new gang
of young toughs — guys with
names like Thorn (Glen Powell),
Smilee (Kellan Lutz), and Mars
(Victor Ortiz), so you know they
rock. And one of the guys is even
a gir], Luna (Ronda Rousey).

The young guns trade insults
with the vets, but no one’s going
to mistake this for an Eminem
rap battle in “8 Mile.”

But, almost as fast as you can
say, “are they really making
a fourth one of these?” — the
answer is yes — Barney’s two
armies have to team up to bring
down the villainous Stonebanks,
even though Stonebanks’ many
gun-toting henchmen don’t seem
even vaguely familiar with the
concept of actually being able
to hit a target. Barney even gets
an assist from his old buddies
Trench (Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger), Drummer (Harrison Ford),
Yin Yang (Jet Li) and Galgo
(Antonio Banderas).

Little of this would matter if
the film were punctuated with
some breathtaking action. But the

f Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

New on base

“The Expendables 3” is
playing at the following:
Europe

Mildenhall, Ansbach,
Baumholder, Grafenwéhr,
Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano,
Sigonella, Vicenza and
Brunssum.

Pacific

Atsugi, Misawa, Showboat,
Village, Benny Decker,
Fleet, Negishi, Yokota, Zama,
Foster, Futenma, Hansen,
Kadena, Kinser, Schwab,
Courtney, Yongsan South
Post Nos. 1 and 2, Casey,
Henry, Humphreys, Kunsan
and Osan.

Online:
theexpendables3film.com

lumbering direction from rela-
tive newcomer Patrick Hughes
— this is his second full-length
feature — means the hand-to-
hand battles are edited in such a
way that what’s going on is a blur.
Meanwhile, it’s predictably explo-
sions-a-go-go through the climax.

Written by Stallone, Creighton
Rothenberger and Katrin Bene-
dikt, “Ex3” doesn’t resonate with
snappy retorts like movies of this
ilk should. The jokes fall flat as
pancakes.

Sadly, the most expendable
thing about “The Expendables 3”
is the movie itself.

“The Expendables 3" is rated: PG-13 for
violence, including intense sustained
gun battles and fight scenes, and for
strong language. Running time: 126
minutes.

Ramstein-Siid / Landstuhl
For Reservations & information call 06371-93
lext to Autobahn A6 Exll ﬂ lLandstuhl)
MerkurstraRe 9, 66877
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A new kind of war game

‘The Sun Also Rises’ looks to inform gamers
on ‘complicated, fractal war’ in Afghanistan

By Sam LANEY
Stars and Stripes

hen you think of war in video

games, the strongest associa-

tions are to the testosterone-

filled first-person shooters of
the modern era. “Call of Duty,” “Battle-
field,” “Counter-Strike” — games that go
through great pains to depict the ferocity
and excitement of battle, while leaving the
emotional consequences out of it (try as
they might with the addition of dogs).

If indie game developer Horse Volume
gets its way, games might be able to take
war storytelling to a new level. Lead devel-
oper Ty Underwood sat down with Stars
and Stripes for an
interview about
his project “The
Sun Also Rises,”
which vows to ex-
plore the human
interactions and
emotional toll of
the Global War
on Terrorism.

We got
Underwood’s
thoughts on the
current state of
mainstream war
games, the complications of telling a story
about a conflict that’s ongoing, and how a
narrative with passive multiplayer could
help better reveal the complicated nature
of war.

Stars and Stripes: Hello, thanks for
joining us. Let’s dive right into the first
question that’s going to pop into anyone’s
mind when they try to Google this: Why
“The Sun Also Rises,” and can you compete
[with] the Google index ranking for the
Ernest Hemingway novel?

Ty Underwood: (Laughs) The name has
interesting thematic connections to some
of the same things Hemingway was doing.
And also, the sun imagery. We were both
interested in the Bible quote that the name
originally came from in Ecclesiastes. But
so far, if you look up ‘The Sun Also Rises”
trailer, we're starting to beat out a BBC
movie that came out 20 years ago.

‘What are your thoughts on the way
mainstream, AAA war games present
conflict?

Just like there’s room in the world for
crappy action movies, I think there’s room
in the world for crappy action games. Not
crappy in the sense that they’re bad, but
their stories are pulpy, and show a very
dramatized idea. A little bit of hero wor-
ship, a little bit of escapism. That’s fine,
but there’s some work to be built on — like
‘Spec. Ops: The Line’ [where] there’s a
little bit of bait and switch. It presents itself
as the shooter, where it’s brown, kind of ac-
tion-y, but it kind of pulls the rug out from
under you. There’s been a couple of games
in the past that kind of do that sort of thing;
they comment on how games work. And in
a lot of ways, we’re building off that evolu-
tion, and taking a more literary push into it.

What we're trying to do is take the
interviews and discussion that we’ve had
with people and filter them through this
narrative lens and through the lens of

academics, and turn it into this engaging
story. That’s the thing that games haven’t
done before.

The game’s visual style seems to call
back to something like ‘Journey, espe-
cially the scene of memorials toward the
end of the trailer. What’s the idea behind
the visual style? How much do you expect
it might change?

There’s a really old game called ‘Another
World’ that one guy made. [It’s] this inter-
esting sort of vertex, kind of angular game.
That was a visual inspiration that was re-
ally interesting. As far as the color palette
goes, we're really looking at traditional
Afghan and Pakistani art — taking a lot of
the textiles and vibrant cloth work — and
working that into
the whole world.

We’re par-
ing down the
details of what
you see when you
play the game
because we're
trying to focus
on composition
and gesture — all
these specific
ways that people
communicate. So
getting rid of dirt
textures, wall textures and detailed facial
features helps it stay more focused.

We like where it is right now, but we
aren’t 100 percent sold on every single as-
pect of it. If the game requires it, we could
change any part of it.

Have you found it strange or difficult to
tell the story of a war that’s ongoing?

The further we are away from anything
in history, the easier it is to focus on the
broad strokes. Kind of do what historians
call ‘great man history’ — focus on particu-
lar players and make it a neat package.
Since we’re in the middle of the war right
now, it’s far from a neat package. It’s very
confusing and complicated. But that allows
us to focus on the very tangible individual
stories within the conflict — because those
have not been lost to time yet.

The game’s main mechanic seems to
hark back to something like that of a Tell-
tale game. Is that accurate? What are your
main influences on this project when it

“The Sun Also Rises” is a multiplayer

Photos courtesy of Horse Volume

the Global War

on Terrorism through stories based on U.S. soldiers, their families and Afghan people.
It focuses on the human struggle and portrays a side of war that’s often overlooked.

meant them.

“‘Journey’ had a really cool passive
multiplayer system, where you just existed
with other people through your journey.
We came up with our own kind of pas-
sive multiplayer. When someone plays the
game, some of their decisions are saved in
the cloud. When

to color a completely fictional world?
There’s a range. Some things that we’ve
written into the story have happened to
people literally, and some things are more
of a coloring. One of the characters is an
infantry combat medic from Helmand
province, in southern Afghanistan. In that
case, we talked to

the next person
plays the game,
that changes how
people react to
them throughout
the world and
changes their
experience.

A good ex-
ample would be
if a woman in
Afghanistan has
had certain kinds
of dealings with
soldiers, either good or bad, that’s gonna
completely change how she responds to or
how she helps the next platoon that walks
by. We're systemizing that a little bit by
making it a passive multiplayer where
previous people who have played the game
kind of haunt the game for you, and you
[will haunt] the next person.

Will players know when they’re inter-
acting with a character who has been
influenced?

You’ll know sometimes, and sometimes
you’ll just wonder if someone else made

comes to game- the game this
play? particular way
I’'m a big fan of for you. One of
Telltale games, the stories we're
and that kind of looking at is the
(narrative style) life and work of
goes back to the a CIA analyst

first ‘Fallout’
game. I want to
expand on (those
games) by mak-
ing a dialogue
system that
doesn’t just pres-
ent choices.
We’re focusing on something ...

that
will allow you to interrupt people or not
understand somebody or have to talk in
gestures instead of speech if you're not
100 percent on the same language page
as other people. Sometimes your gestures
are misunderstood from the way that you

in the modern
world. A lot of
what they do is
about tracking
different people’s
movements and
behaviors and
communicating
that to [soldiers] in the field. There’s a lot
of opportunity for confusion and miscom-
munication.

You’re interviewing war veterans for
this project. How do they lnform the story?

a bunch of people
doing that job

in that area, so
we have a really
good collection of
what that experi-
ence was like for
those guys. That’s
amore literal
approach in that
case.

One guy [we
interviewed]
wrote fan fiction.
We want to take snippets of that and put
those things here and there in the world.
Just the interesting things about per-
sonalities and things, without betraying
their identity or private conversations and
things like that.

Tell us about your Kickstarter cam-
paign.

One of the major reasons we’re doing
it is so we can do better research and
interview people from Afghanistan; for
instance, nationalized Afghan interpreters
who come over to the U.S. who would be
interested in talking to us.

Some people ask us if we’re going to
show both sides. It’s not a two-sided thing;
it’s a very complicated, fractal thing.
We’re looking at getting as many perspec-
tives as we can. That requires a little bit
of money to travel and talk to people. And
we’re also looking to fund our develop-
ment in the incubator to get the game done
fast and at the highest level of quality that
we can.

So we’re looking for people who believe
in the project to come and pledge and
back us early on.

What’s the game’s development sched-
ule look like?

Right now we’re saying 2015. That’s
based on talking to other developers, and
it looks like the game could take up to a
year, but lwillJ likely be less than that.

Will there be direct repr of
their stories in the game, or will it be used

es.com
Twmer @smpessam

’ Many staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life
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Lucy Briggs-Owen as Viola with members of the cast of
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Brussels flower carpet

Brussels’ Grand Place is a
stunning sight year-round, but
imagine the UNESCO-listed
square decked out in a colorful
carpet.

Through Sunday, this is
exactly the vision that awaits
guests as the ground is blanketed
by a huge floral tapestry.

The flower carpet, crafted of
begonias, represents countless
hours of work and planning.
Each edition of the carpet, creat-
ed only in even-numbered years,
is completely different and based
on a particular theme. This year,
the 50th anniversary of Turkish
immigration to Belgium is being
commemorated with a design
that resembles the style of carpet
known as a kilim.

A total of 120 gardeners
worked feverishly to complete
the ambitious project before it
was unveiled Thursday. Some
750,000 blossoms were used to
create the floral masterpiece that
stretches about 82 yards long and
27 yards wide.

Although access to the square
is free, the carpet is perhaps best
viewed from the balcony of the
City Hall. Cost of entry is 5 euros
(about $6.70) for adults; admis-
sion is free for children under
10. Each evening at 10, 10:30 and
11, a light-and-sound show will
complement the viewing.

For details, see flowercarpet.
be.

Karen Bradbury

at stripes.com/travel/

See the Europe Traveler blog
europe-travel k

Fireworks festival

If a sky lit up in flames makes
your night, consider attending
the Blazing Star International
Fireworks Festival, running
through Sunday in Ostfildern,
Germany, a town about eight
miles southeast of Stuttgart.

Some of the world’s top py-
rotechnicians show up for this
annual event in a contest to con-
vince both jury and the audience
that their fireworks top them all.
This year will see Dubai, Costa
Rica and Germany battle it out
in a blaze of glory from Friday
through Sunday.

The festival takes place at the
Scharnhauser Park and opens
with live bands, street artists
and hot air balloons. A laser
show helps the audience warm
up for the fireworks. Sunday is
family day, with plenty of ac-
tivities geared toward children.

Gates open at 6 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and at 4 p.m. Sunday.
Friday’s program features the
fireworks from Dubai; on Satur-
day it’s Costa Rica; Germany’s
turn comes on Sunday. Fire-
works go off at 10:15 p.m.

Tickets cost 16 euros (about
$21.40) at the door; ages 6-13 pay
6 euros; those S and under enter
for free. A family ticket — for
two adults and their own chil-
dren up to the age of 13 — costs
34 euros. A limited number of
tickets with reserved seating for
the fireworks are available for 25
euros per adult ticket.

Good with a camera? Submit
your best shot of the event to
its organizers for a chance to
win shop vouchers or tickets to
next year’s event. Learn more at
flammende-sterne.de/ostfildern/
index.php.

Bamberg in blues

Got the blues? That’s not a bad
thing when you’re in lovely Bam-
berg, Germany, over the week-
end. Throughout the ultimate
weekend of the eighth edition of
the Tucher Blues & Jazz Festival
the streets of this half-timbered
gem will echo with sound, as
blues and jazz musicians from
around the world take to the
stage.

The festival, the largest such
free event in the country, runs
through Sunday at stages at
Maxplatz and the Gabelmann
fountain. In the evening, the
Live Club on Obere Sandstrasse

DO THIS:
Fall for ‘Shakespeare in Love’

A hit. A very palpable hit.

So says a character in the new West End
production “Shakespeare in Love,” quoting
“Hamlet.” And so say most London crit-
ics about the stage version of the Tudor-set
rom-com showing at London’s Noel Coward
Theatre.

The Evening Standard’s Henry Hitchings
praised the play’s “fizzy, infectious exuber-
ance” while Paul Taylor in The Independent
topped that with: “Deliciously funny. It makes
you feel grateful to be alive.”

Adapted by Lee Hall, co-produced by Dis-
ney and boasting a 28-member cast, the play
sticks to the plot of the film that charmed its
way to seven Academy Awards in 1998.

The burgeoning Bard (Tom Bateman) is
young, broke and has writer’s block — until
he meets adventurous gentlewoman Viola de
Lesseps (Lucy Briggs-Owen). She returns
the playwright’s ardor, and also dreams of
becoming an actor, then a forbidden goal for
a woman. But she is betrothed to the boorish
Lord Wessex. The course of true love never
did run smooth.

The play is peppered with Shakespearean
in-jokes, designed to make audience members
who were paying attention in high-school
English classes feel clever.

Performance times are 7:30 p.m. Monday to
Saturday and 2:30 p.m. Wednesday and Satur-
day. Find more information, including ticket

at London’s Noel Coward Theatre.

prices, at einlove.com.
From The Associated Press

Photo courtesy of flowercarpet.be

Through Sunday, visitors to Brussels’ Grand Place can admire a
giant carpet made of flowers. This year, the 19th edition of the

flower carpet Turkish i

to simulate geometric patterns of Turkey’s famous kilims. It's best
viewed from the City Hall balcony, though there’s an entry fee.

will keep the party going a bit
longer. Several bands play over
the course of the day, from local
talents to groups and soloists
from Australia, South Africa and
elsewhere. The musical styles
range from gospel to bluegrass.

This year’s performers include
a stalwart from the 1960s, The

Pretty Things (8:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Maxplatz), and 15-year-old
Alexandra Ulner, winner of a
children’s talent show who took
the festival by storm last year
(11:30 a.m. Sunday, Gabelmann).

A complete list of performers
can be found at tinyurl.com/
krvocf9.

f Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life



Pace 28 SEIRREL AT

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Friday, August 15,2014

WEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

Creatures great and small

/oo offers oasis from construction plaguing Karlsruhe

By GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

s arule, there are

plenty of compelling

reasons to visit Karl-

sruhe, a prominent
southwestern German city
between Kaiserslautern and
Stuttgart. Unfortunately, at the
moment, there are at least as
many reasons to leave.

The town is under construc-
tion. And I don’t mean the
scattershot assortment of orange
cones and metal fences you’ll
encounter in most European
cities of a certain size. I mean
some serious, game-changing
construction. Thick layers of dust
and pallets of bricks. Gentle roll-
ing hills of debris and blue tarps.
Temporary wooden walkways
suspended precariously over
unfinished tunnels. It’s basically
a life-size version of the board
game Mouse Trap.

There is, however, one worthy

'

attraction left hed by the
chaos: the Karlsruhe Zoo.

The zoo is a sprawling urban
green space similar to Kaiser-
slautern’s familiar Gartenschau
or Mannheim’s celebrated
Luisenpark, but it has way more
animals than either. It’s a proper,
full-fledged zoo, with about 150
species of animals. The roster
includes elephants, giraffes,
hippos, big cats and sea lions,
as well as an impressive house
of monkeys and apes. Around
those main attractions lie large
enclosures of mountain goats and
farm animals offering welcome
moments of humor and person-
ality to complement their more
majestic neighbors.

The zoo grounds are defined
by two sizable lakes, one at the
south and another at the north
end, and the bodies of water offer
opportunities for relaxation.
Ride a boat down the meander-
ing stream that connects the
two lakes, floating past fields of
flowers and under scenic wooden
bridges. Grab a bratwurst and
park your party at water’s edge
to watch the fish and waterfowl.
Or simply walk the paths that
circle the water, crossing over
the occasional bridge as you
wander.

But the best thing about
Karlsruhe Zoo, as any real estate
agent will tell you three times, is

carry visitors under a wooden bridge and along

Protos By GRecory Broome/Stars and Stripes

‘Young visitors interact with an ape at Zoo in

from the city’s central train station and attracts more than a million visitors a year.

its location.

In Europe, many city attrac-
tions are described as within
“walking distance” from the
central train station, and that
always sounds so convenient. But
any two places not separated by
a gulf of water, deep ravine or
unpassable mountain are techni-
cally within walking distance of
each other. The Karlsruhe Zoo,
however, is so close to the central
station that you might mistake
it for a train platform filled with
unusually furry passengers. You
can actually see the zoo gates
from the lobby.

Given the dust and disorder
that await you further into the
city, this arrangement is fortu-
nate. Spend a few hours wander-
ing the considerable grounds of
the zoo, then catch your return
trip without running the risk of
plummeting through an uncov-
ered manhole downtown.

Eventually it will be worth-
while to schedule an entire day
experiencing Karlsruhe at its
best. For now, however, just go to
the zoo and get out of there.

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

==
a stream.
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A Eurasian gle owl peers out from its enclosure.

The zoo is easily accessed

=0
?m Kaisers\

. %
7 aetno

foctail
70

ot

Noca Ami-rav/Stars and Stripes

ON THE QT

DIRECTIONS

From Kaiserslautern, take
Autobahn 6 east, continue
south on Autobahns 61 and
65 and cruise 65 right into
Karlsruhe. From Stuttgart,
Autobahn 8 will get you there.
Park at the Hauptbahnhof, or
main train station, and walk
right into the zoo. An even
better idea: Take the train to
Karlsruhe.

TIMES

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. through
September. Hours contract as
the days get shorter, all the
way to a 4 p.m. closing time in
December.

COSTS

A day ticket costs 7.50 euros
($10.28) for adults and 3.50
euros for kids under 15.
Discounts for seniors and
students are available. A fam-
ily ticket for two adults and
up to four children costs 18.50
euros.

FOOD

Nothing spectacular, but you
won’t have to wander far
before encountering a cafe or
other eatery. The train station
adds to your options.

INFORMATION

The city of Karlsruhe has a
quality website at karlsruhe.
de; find zoo information on the
menu under “Visit Karlsruhe”
and “Leisure and Recreation.”

— Gregory Broome
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By JasoN Dunr
Stars and Stripes

ot far from the well-

traveled paths around

Aviano Air Base is a

restaurant offering a
pleasant twist on lunches usually
found at trattorias and osterias
that seem to be around every
corner.

Ristorante Pizzeria Doria sits
less than 30 minutes’ drive from
the air base off Highway SS-13,
nestled against the Doria factory
in Orsago.

If you’ve ventured beyond the
commissary and shopped at any
local grocery stores, then you've
surely seen Doria’s products:
salty snacks and sweet short-
bread delights. The delicious
smells from the factory hit you
as soon as you step out of the car
and into the parking lot. Your
mouth will be watering by the
time you enter the restaurant.

Working through a slight lan-
guage barrier, I discovered that
getting your food and enjoying it
was a simple process.

With an ample number of seats
to choose from, deciding where
I wanted to sit was easier than
deciding what I wanted to eat.

Doria offers 30 kinds of pizza,
allowing you to enjoy tastes
ranging from diavola, a spicy
salami-and-tomato pizza covered
in rich mozzarella cheese, to a
quattro formaggi pizza, which
has enough cheese on it to please
any cheese lover.

Order pizza at the bar, but for
all other food, just grab a tray
and head for the self-serve area
or choose from the grilled items
listed in the Italian-only menus,
which vary every day.

Various salads can be found
on an island in the self-serve
area, along with plates of sliced
mozzarella on a bed of tomato
slices and plates of thinly shaved
prosciutto. Large bowls of salad
cost 7 euros, and the smaller
bowls are 3 euros. You'll find
bowls of fruit and perfectly cut
‘watermelon on the island, too.

Doria offers a combo deal that
includes the first and second
course with a side for 12.50
euros. The options change daily.
While I was there, the choices
included eggplant parmigiana,
linguine with zucchini and
shrimp, and pasta with tomato

PHotos ey Jason Dukr/Stars and Stripes
Above: A “diavola” pizza, topped with spicy salami and mozzarella, is accompanied by a “quattro
formaggi” pizza topped with a light covering of tomato
soft cheese and oregano. The pizzas made for a filling lunch for two at Ristorante Pizzeria Doria in
Orsago, Italy. At right: Seating is plentiful, and the restaurant’s decor is light and modern.

After Hours: Italy

sauce, mozzarella, blue cheese, brie, an lalian

You can order a pizza, get a drink or enjoy a quick sandwich at the
bar inside Ristorante Pizzeria Doria.

Plates of thinly cut prosciutto accompany a plate of sliced
mozzarella on a bed of tomato slices at the restaurant.

For food other than pizza, grab a tray and head for the self-serve
area featuring salads and plates of sliced, fresh fruit.

sauce or meat sauce.

The menu wasn’t long, but
there were enough selections to
satisfy many different tastes. A
liter of water is included in the

price of the combo.

The prices ranged from 3
euros for baked zucchini to 8
euros for a cuttlefish salad if you
choose to buy items separately.

RISTORANTE
PIZZERIA
DORIA

Location: Via Pontebbana
34 A, 31010 Orsago, Treviso.
Hours: Times for the bar,
pizzeria, a la carte portion
of the restaurant and the
self-service section vary
depending on the time of
day and day of the week. See
its website for exact times.
Sometimes the restaurant is
late in setting up, so it’s best
to show up about 30 minutes
after opening time.
Prices: Pizzas range from
4.50 euros to 9.50 euros;
sandwiches at the bar cost
between 1.50 euros and 4.50
euros; menu items range
from 3 euros to 10 euros if
ordered separately.
Clientele: Mostly Italian.
Dress: Casual.
Menu: Italian only.
Parents, note: The restau-
rant has a small play area
for kids — the only one I've
seen in my time in Italy out-
side of fast-food chains.
More information: Phone:
(+39) 04316720269
0438-935929; website:
ristorantepizzeriadoria.
it/chi-siamo/orari (Italian
only).

— Jason Duhr

Drink selections are numer-
ous, from coffee, tea and water,
to juice, soda and beer. Fill your
tray with as much as you think
youw’ll drink while you’re there.
If you return for seconds, you’ll
have to pay again.

After seeing all the food
choices and eating my pizza, des-
sert didn’t even cross my mind.
But to make things a little easier,
the restaurant shares the build-
ing with a small grocery shop,
which stocks mainly sweets,
some of them made by the Doria
company. It’s easy to grab a few
treats on the go for when that
sweet tooth comes into play after
your food has settled.
duhrjason@stripes.com

Chocolatey
cheesecake
bars will
feed a crowd

By Susan SELasky
Detroit Free Press

ere’s a recipe that

easily doubles,

if you need to

feed multitudes.
These Chocolate Cheesecake
Bars require mainly pantry
ingredients and are simple to
put together. But remember
that they need to chill at least
four hours in the refrigerator;
overnight is best.

If you double the recipe, use
alarge (10-by-15-inch) sided
baking sheet and plan on
about 10 to 15 minutes more
baking time. Cool thoroughly
before refrigerating.

CHOCOLATE
CHEESECAKE BARS

For crust

1 cup all-purpose flour

> cup sugar

3 tablespoons baking cocoa

1 teaspoon baking powder

Vi teaspoon salt

Y cup cold unsalted butter,
cubed

1 egg yolk (reserve white for
filling)

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

> cup finely chopped
walnuts or pecans

For filling

1 package (8 ounces)
reduced-fat cream cheese,
softened

1/5 cup sugar

> cup reduced-fat sour
cream

1 tablespoon all-purpose
flour

2 teaspoons grated orange
peel, optional

Ys teaspoon salt

1 whole egg, lightly beaten

1 egg white, lightly beaten

> teaspoon vanilla extract

Chocolate shavings, op-
tional

Directions

Preheat the oven to 325
degrees. Line an 11-by-7-inch
pan with foil, allowing foil
to overhang on short sides of
dish; grease the foil.

In a large bowl, combine
flour, sugar, baking cocoa,
baking powder and salt.

Cut in butter until mixture
resembles fine crumbs. Stir in
egg yolk, vanilla and walnuts.
Press onto bottom of prepared
pan. Bake for 15 minutes.

In a small bowl, beat
cream cheese and sugar until
smooth. Beat in sour cream,
flour, orange peel and salt.
Beat in egg, egg white and
vanilla on low speed just until
combined. Pour filling over
warm crust. Bake for 20 to
25 minutes or until center is
almost set. Remove from oven
and cool on a wire rack for 1
hour. Garnish with chocolate
shavings if desired. Refrig-
erate overnight. To serve,
1ift out of pan and remove
foil. Cut into 1-inch to 2-inch
squares. (Makes about 25.)
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Above: Tallinn’s harbor at dusk, with St. Olaf’s Church visible in the distance. Once a flourishing
trading port and member of the Hanseatic League, Tallinn is now a tourist draw for Europeans and

some Americans. Right: Perhaps Riga’s most iconic buildi

the House of the Blackheads, dates to

the 14th century as a

Tal

space and

inn, Estonia, and Riga, Latvia, offer

great views and budget-friendly prices

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

ands down the best
elk meat I've eaten
was in the small
Baltic city of Tallinn,
Estonia, at a restaurant where
the butcher block tabletops and
industrial lighting recalled eater-
ies in London or Amsterdam.
But then, it was the only elk
meat I've ever eaten.

Tallinn and the Baltic capitals
north of Poland proudly em-
brace a European modernism
while holding onto their cultural
traditions. The rest of Europe is
embracing them right back, with
tourism cash flowing into shops
and restaurants like the one that
served the tasty elk meat, in
Tallinn’s medieval old town.

Many American visitors to
Europe pull up well short of the
Baltic states, going no farther
than Krakow, Prague or Buda-
pest. Yet the history and setting
of cities like Tallinn and Riga,
Latvia, and their tourist-friendly
prices, offer ample reason for a
visit, especially for U.S. service-
members stationed in Europe.

Estonia is the farthest north of
the three Baltic countries, and
with only 1.2 million residents,
the smallest. Its president, Too-
mas Henrick Ilves, is a tweedy
former professor from the U.S.
(he renounced his citizenship
to take office in Estonia). The
country is also the most wired in
Europe, with high connectivity
rates and free Wi-Fi emanating
from dozens of hot spots across
Tallinn.

Tallinn’s medieval old town
is one of the most compact and
complete in Europe. Stone tur-
rets and green gothic spires rise
above the surrounding buildings,
and portions of the old city wall
remain in place. Its origins begin
with Danish conquest in the 13th
century followed by a German
order that fostered the city’s
merchant class and established
the city as a trading power.

In its medieval glory days, Tal-
linn was part of the Hanseatic
League, a confederation of trad-
ing ports along the Baltic Sea
and northern Europe influential
enough to raise its own army.
Trade would later fall and the
city would be caught between
warring neighbors like Sweden
and Russia. Russian influence
would last through the 20th cen-
tury, when Estonia was absorbed

by the Soviet Union.
Tallinn’s town hall is a testa-
ment to its medieval succe:

Priests intone the liturgy. The
golden wall of icons shimmers.

Across from the cathedral is
Toompea Castle, former home of
the German order that oversaw
Tallinn and now the parliament.
Just up the hill is St. Mary’s
Cathedral and the best overlook
of the old town, the Kohtuotsa
platform, just off Toom-Ruitli.

On the way down, consider
stopping in one of the old town’s
artisan shops to buy a wooden
spoon, carved from juniper
or black ash from Estonia’s
forests, or a woolen hat, made
from its sheep. Just off the town
hall square, the Adamson-Eric
museum offers a good look at
modern Estonian art.

For evening drinks, the pub
Hell Hunt is among the most
popular in the city. A lively, talky
atmosphere found on Pikk Street
Jjust north of the main square, it
offers a good range of beers and
no-pr i setting.

Finished in the 14th century,
when regional trade was at its
height, the building once hosted
the town council that dictated
administration of the city and its
trade. Today, visitors can pay 3
euros to climb the narrow bell
tower and get a good overlook of
the city.

A few minutes’ walk from the
square is the Alexander Nevsky
Cathedral, an Eastern Orthodox
church completed in 1900. Its or-
nate, flawless exterior gives way
to a rich, incense-filled interior
busy with worship. Women place
candles in silver holders before
the icons and touch their fore-
heads to the religious paintings.

Riga’s old town is much bigger
than Tallinn’s, and while it lacks
its intimacy and medieval char-

F ished i |n 1900, the wonderfully ornate Alexander Nevsky

acter, it is notably greener and
just as walkable. It also offers
more to choose from in restau-
rants and shops.

Once a flourishing port for
the Hanseatic League, Riga was
later absorbed by a Polish king-
dom on the rise in the 16th cen-
tury before being dominated by
Sweden and finally Russia. Like
Tallinn, it still claims a sizable
Russian-speaking population.

For a good tour of the down-
town, start at the Freedom
Monument on the main road,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31

Hill in Tallinn, Estonia, is a reminder of the

late Russla influence on Estonian hlsmry
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Brivibas Bulvaris. Completed
in 1935, the tall stone column
commemorates the Latvian War
of Independence but took on new
significance after the country
was annexed by the Soviet Union
in 1940. At a time when many
other nationalistic monuments
were dismantled by the Soviets,
the Latvian monument was pre-
served, and it became a rallying
point in the late 1980s as the
giant empire flagged.

Just west of the is

) LITHUANIA

the beautiful park Bastion Hill,
which follows a small river some-
times drifted by manpowered
rafts. Walking paths crisscross
the leafy area, and a tree-shaded
observation platform at the top
of the hill offers a good point to
enjoy the moment.

The old town unfolds at the
bottom of the hill. Its highlights
include the old military barracks
and the nearby war museum,; the
Three Brothers — side-by-side
homes that are the oldest still
standing in the city — dating
from the 15th century; and the
massive Riga Cathedral, whose
cornerstone was placed on the
ground 800 years ago.

Perhaps the most iconic
building in Riga is the House of
Blackheads, a re-creation of a
14th-century meeting space and
merchants association head-
quarters. Constructed of bright
red bricks and ornamented with
statuary, gothic columns and
brassy weather vanes, the cur-
rent version was built in 1999
after the original was destroyed
during World War II. Written on
its exterior is a demand of future
residents: “Should I ever crum-
ble to dust, rebuild my walls you
must.”

Noca Awi-Rav/Stars and Stripes

Nearby is the Museum of
the Occupation, which details
the S1-year Soviet occupation
of the country, which began
before World War II. Latvia’s
conflicted feelings toward that
era are visible in the Soviet-era
Latvian Riflemen Monument
near the museum, dedicated to
a formation that fought with the
Bolsheviks in the Russian Civil
War. While it’s a symbol of pride
to some, many others believe it
should be removed.

Finally, while navigating the
city’s historic buildings, keep
your eyes to the tops of tow-
ers and church spires. Riga’s
old town churches are topped
with golden roosters, a tradition
meant to ward off evil. Mean-
while, a small statue of a cat
perched on the turreted window
of a house at 10 Meistaru iela in
the old town is another city icon.

‘While Tallinn and Riga are
only two small parts of a much
larger, richer region, they are
proper introductions to an area
often overlooked by American
tourists in Europe.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley

Hotel Am See g =
Kirchenthumbacher St. 36
92676 Eschenbach bl

Tel: +49 (0)9645-8444 - Mobil: +49 (0)175-4024023
www.hotelamsee.de - hotelamsee@usa.net

FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS

Situated on the shore of the RuBweiher

KNOW & GO

* Getting there: Major airlines,
including Lufthansa, Turk-

ish Airlines and Finnair, fly
into Riga, Latvia, and Tallinn,
Estonia. Discount airlines such
as Ryanair also fly into both
airports.

* Accommodations: Both cities
have an assortment of low-cost
and higher-end accommodations.
* Food: In Tallinn, try Ratas-

Bavaria-Grai/Vilseck area

Since 1978

P N

;:u»‘v\mamp‘k

™ Chinese and Mongolian Buffet

Nikolaistr. 8, 92637 Weiden/Opf
Te 0961-33896 Fx.0961-34073 wwwpeling weiden de

PALLAS #=

Pallas Greek Specialties
Unterer Markt 15 92637 Weiden
Tel./Fax: +49 (0)961-431 62

KB's Country &
Western Saloon

Bergre. 4, 9229 Vilseck
09662-7014481
Open Fri 19:00-03:00 Sat 18:00-03:00

kaevu 16, named for its address.
The wait staff is friendly, the
prices very good and the food
excellent and fresh. The roast
elk was terrific, served with
sautéed carrots, berries and
thyme sprigs. In Riga, check out
Province, on Kalku iela. It had a
pretty good cabbage soup, with
pork, carrot and dill and served
with a spoonful of sour cream.

Tratteria ) Salvatore

Fleischeracherloch 1
66849 Landstuhl
06371-2497
www.pizzeria-salvatore.com

C\/\\V\B?&Stb\wb\"t

Cliw
Mongolian GnII Barbecue
Allyou can eat
StraBburger Allee 8 * KL
0631303 7638 - Free parking

7

The Only Indoor and Outdoor Mexican
Sports bar in Ktown.

Am Warmfreibad 3 - 67657 Kaiserslautern

Daily Drink & Menu Specials!

* More information: Tallinn’s
website,tourism.tallinn.ee/eng,
has tips on cultural events and
offers an interactive map of the
city’s neighborhoods. A Riga
website, liveriga.com/en, gives
visitors suggestions for dining
out, what souvenirs to buy and
currently features “10 Reasons
to visit Riga.”

— Steven Beardsley

Mainz / Wiesbaden area

PAPPELYHAUS
Steinernstrasse 2,
55252 Mainz-Kastel
06134-5649669
Get ourjuicy Irish Angus Burger!

v Okinii

Taunus Strasse 22 sushl & orll

65183 Wiesbaden Ei“

Tel. 0611-23835808

Villa im Tal

Fine Dining - Events - Catering
Adamstal 4

65195 Wiesbaden
Tel.0611-2386228
www.villaimtal.de

sh-Partenkrchen Mainz / Wiesbaden area

ot =

Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch
Free Breakfast, Family Apartments,

Ho Tub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, E
American/German Owned, ===

36 EUR/Person, Double Occupancy, Per Night.

Tel: 08824-9120 - Email: hotel @forsthaus-oberau.de
VAT Forms accepted! www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Am Schoenberg 18 - 92655 Grafenwoehr
www.city-hotel-pension-grafenwoehr.de
mail@city-hotel-pension-grafenwoehr.de
FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESSS
09641-936390

Hotel de France
“Historical Boutique Hotel

inWiesbadens Taunusstrage” | 0+
Tel +49 (0)611-95 97 30 J
welame@hoteldeiancede | Hosdielme

VAT Forms accepted / Credit Cards accepted.

Puliman Stuttgart Fontana
Vollmoellerstr. 5, 70563 Stuttart-Vaihingen
Tel:0711-7300 - Email: h5425@accor.com
wwwpullmanhotels.om

Near the beautiful ciy park,
close to Kelly & Patch Barracks. A perfect place: lm
overnight stays as well as conferences and parties.

Book now! VAT form required,
show your ID card. Book directly
on marriott.com via your Mil. code.
T:+49(0) 61228010
F:+49 (0) 6122801 800

M: reservations@courtyard-
wiesbaden.de

WIRLRABE N
HORBERSTADT

Visit Palace Wiechlice in
beautiful poland and ive
likearoyal!

(30 min. from boleslawieq)
el 4868376 86 10
wwwpalacwiechlice.p

ity
WIECHLICE |

www.facebook.com/PalacWiechlice

Open Wed-Mon: Noon-11pm (Tues. Closed)
Call For Reservations / Take Out Orders
Tel. 08821-57486
wwwiistorante-la-mama-garmisch.de
Zugspitzstrasse 27, 82467 Garmisch-Partenkirchen

Kaiserslautern area

Holzofen Pizzeria Am Seewog
Waldstr. 40, 66877,

Saytoune Cuisine

Oriental

Wilhelm Strasse 52
65183 Wiesbaden

0611-3086110

l-"?
|
a!ﬂyuu
YR
[r—
ENCHL&DA-
FLRO MEXICC
Enchilada - Restaurant Bay Mexicano

Nassaustrasse 6-8

65719 Hofheim-Wallau
‘ ‘ 06122-4022

WWW.S smokembehbq com

2 ,
Cafe Temptation
*reservations recommended
Wa\ter Hallstein Strasse 5-7

P h
Tel: 063719522955
Fax: 063719522944
www.seewoogpizzeria.de

QUACK

Gasthaus & Biergarten
Inh. Sascha Gartner
Enterweilerstrae 74
67657 Kaiserslautern
www Quack-kl.de

Tel. 0631/42828

chiitzenhofstr. 3 65183
Tel: 0611 450483-50
wiesbaden@enchilada.com
www.enchilada.de

@n}’”{

Erich- Ollenhauer- Strasse 106
65199 Wieshaden - Tel. 0611-85834
www.gabriels-restaurant.de

Germany’s Finest Beer and Authentic
German Cuisine
% Unit Partes for up to 200 uests

Otto Sufr Ring 27
55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel.06134-24999
wiww.brauhaus-Castel de

(5 minutes from the
Hainerberg\PX area)
Tel. 0611-6091230
Email: info@cafe-temptation.de
www.cafe-temptation.de

Jodena's Diner
Seerobenstrasse 29

(10 minutes from Hainerberg)
Tel.0611-181763 13
www jodenas-diner.de
Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/jodenas

Pace 31
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THE PACIFIC EXPERIENCE

UPCOMING CONCERT

Daughtry, fronted by “American
Idol” contestant Chris Daughtry,
below, will be in concert in Tokyo
on Oct. 28 at O-East.

DO THIS:

Harajuku-Omotesando - P
Genki Matsuri Super .
Yosakoi 2014

- ry——g—"
Courtesy of Harajuku-Motesando Genki Matsuri Super Yosakoi Jimukyoku

This event in Tokyo is Aug. 23 and 24. More than 90 groups of dancers parade to the beat of noisemakers while wearing colorful
costumes 12:15-4:45 p.m. on Omotesando Avenue on Sunday. For more: www.yosakoi-harajuku.com/eng. MATT SavLES/AP

’ Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

]
use Your GI Bill to
Earn an American Degree in I0KYO
Admissions Counseling Office
I_I 2—871‘2 Minami Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0047
] TEMPLE UNIVERSITY E-mail: a_c@ty].temp\e.edu Tel: 03-5441-9800 7

E www.tuj.ac.jp #TUJapan
—8 Japan Campus [ FILAIS] t |

October
SuM Tu W Th F Sa

AUGUST 22, FRIDAY DOORS OPEN 7 PM
AUGLIST 23, SATURDAY DOORS OPEN 6:30 PM
: ADMISSION & BUFFET
ADULT: $33 /

5 CHILD: $16.95(4-
#ROM 7 DAYS PACK 10 THE EVENT DATE
TICKE T PRICE WILL BE S5 ATDITONAL

262728293031

MAvailable MNot Available

RESERVATIONS FOR ROOMS: room_rsv@thenewsanno.com RESERVATIONS FOR EVENTS: Like us
or DSN 229-7121 CML 03-3440-7871 EXT.7121 events@thenewsanno.com or 229-7151 on Facebook
We will respond with a confirmation number or contact you if your first choice of dates is not available. ———

For current availability, call our Reservation Desk or check our website: www.thenewsanno.com
Available dates on the above calendars are subject to change without notice. ® THE NEW S ANNO

Stripes : S!ripei Resources, tips, and helpful information about living in the Pacific Theater‘
KOREA STRIPES ANNUAL MANUAL 2014

&_. Available Aug. 29 inside
" STARSH;2/STRIPES. newspape
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ON BASE

Events are as accurate as possible at press time. Since
times or event schedules can change, please verify
events before attending

Japan

ATSUGI

Athletics: Sept. 6, 2014 Sprint Style Triathlon,
500-meter swim/17 km cycle/5K run, register
at Ranger Gym, sign up by Sept. 2.

ITT Tours: Aug. 23, 4 a.m.-10 p.m., Mount
Fuji climb, 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Asakusa Samba
Festival; 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Tokyo Summerland;
Aug. 24, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Zip Line at
Forest Adventure;
8:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m., Sankeien
Garden, China
Town & Yokohama
boat cruise; Aug.
30, 5 a.m-10
p.m., Nagashima

hikes; Aug. 23, 4:45 a.m.5:30 p.m., Katakai
beginner’s surfing class; Aug. 24-25, 4:45
a.m., Mount Fuji overnight hike.

CAMP ZAMA

Outdoor Recreation Center and Leisure
Travel Service: Aug. 23, 4 a.m.9 p.m.,
Mount Fuji climbing; 5 a.m.-7 p.m., Shirahama
White Beach; Aug. 24, 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.,
grape picking & BBQ; Aug. 26, 11:30 a.m.-11
p.m., Fuji Fire Festival Sept. 1, 8:30 a.m.-6:30
p.m., Hotel Mikazuki Ryugu Spa & lunch buffet.

Guam

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE

Hotspot: Aug. 22, 6 p.m., “Insidious,” PG,
Base Theater; Aug. 23, 7:30 p.m., “Smurfs
2," PG, Arc Light Park; Aug. 30, 6 p.m.,

“47 Ronin,” PG-13, Base Theater; Aug. 29,
2-5 p.m., Labor Day Bash, field across the
AAFES Shoppette and Chapel 1. Outdoor

R i Aug. 28, 7:45 a.m., WWII tour;

Park;
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Fuji
Safari Park; Aug.
31, 4 a.m.-10 p.m., Mount Fuji climb; 9 a.m.-6
p.m., Asahi Beer, Saijo Temple & Odawara
Castle; Sept. 1, 7 a.m.-7 p.m., transportation
only to Fuji-Q Highland.
CAMP FUJI
MCCS Trips and Recreation: Tue. & Sat.,
Mount Fuji day climb.
YOKOSUKA
Tours: Aug. 23, Mount Fuji summer sightseeing;
Asakusa Samba Carnival; Aug. 24, Mount Fuji
family hiking; New Sanno Hotel brunch & Super
Yosakoi Festfival; Aug. 26, Fuji Yoshida Fire
Festival; Aug. 30, Hakone highlights with buffet;
Mother Farm & Tokyo Bay ferry; Aug. 31, Nikko
Ninja Theme Park; Yunessun Hot Spa with buffet;
Sept. 1 Disneyland with holiday discount; Fuji
Safari Park. Outdoor Recreation Center:
Aug. 23, 1:45 a.m.-10 p.m., Mount Fuji

Aug. 30, 7:15 a.m., windsurfing lessons.

Okinawa

CAMPS FOSTER, COURTNEY & KINSER
Tours: Aug. 22, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Japanese tea
ceremony; Aug. 23, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Marrioft
Pool & lunch; 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Pizza in the
Sky & Nakijin Castle Ruins; Aug. 24, 9 a.m.-5
p.m., Northern Highlights; 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
battle sites tour; Aug. 29, 5:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.,
Urashima Dinner Theater; Aug. 30, 8 a.m.-5
p.m., Kerama snorkeling; 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Expo
Park & Aquarium.

KADENA

ITT: Aug. 23, 5 a.m.6 p.m., deep sea fishing;
9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Forest Adventure; Aug. 24,
8 a.m.-4 p.m., Komaka Island; 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m., batlles of Okinawa; Aug. 25, 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m., Yui Monorail & Kokusai Street;
Aug. 28-Sept. 1, weekend in Tokyo; Aug. 29,

and base amenities

* A welcoming almosphere and stellar customer service

Make your individual er group reservations now!

* Active duty and retired military,
reservists, NAF and Dol) employees
* Sponsored friends and lamilies

Planning a meeting, conference or catered event?
We can help! Talk to our managers.

5 a.m.-6 p.m., deep sea fishing; 7:30 a.m.-
7:30 p.m., Zamami Island Beach Day; Aug.
30-31, Tokashiki Marine village on Tokashiki
Island; Aug. 30-Sept. 1, YYY Club Resort

on le Island. Outdoor

Recreation: Aug. 23,

12:45-4 p.m., snorkeling
with whale sharks; Aug. )
24,9:15am.3 p.m., ®

cave exploration.; Aug.
31-Sept. 1, Nagannu
Island overnight; Sept. 1,
6:30-8:30 p.m., sumi-e.
To see your events here: SSPEDTlibrary@stripes.
com.

Stars and Stripes

See Tokyo SkyTree and take a ride
along the Sumida River on Sept. 1 with
Yokosuka Tours.

. Traveling
on Orders?

Save Navy's Dollars...
Stay At NGIS!

Navy Gateway Inns and Suites
The official and preferred lodging choice for all TDY travelers offers :
* Proiessionally managed, comiortable accommodations
* Convenient locations near work assignments

+ Busine
* Spaoce ilable travolers
(no orders required)

[Creating comfortable guest

SErvice:

for these we serv
Today and Tomorrow!

St

Pl

Free
Internet
Access!

a/TDY guests on olficial travel

Packpoint, an alzp that
makes your packing list

If you consider creating a packing
list a chore, you might consider this
app a friend.

Name: Packpoint

Available: i0S, Android

Cost: Free

What it does: Constructs an easy-to-
use packing
list whether
you're
traveling for
business or
leisure, tak-
ing just the
basics, bring-
ing a baby or
planning to do
laundry.

What’s hot:
The lists made with Packpoint were
smart and quick to create. I was able
to choose items based on activities on
my itinerary and add original items
that I wanted to include. After you
create a list to your liking, you can
save it and use it again for another
trip. Do you make packing lists for
others? You can share them by email,
text message, Twitter and Facebook.
It also lets you know what the weather
will be like at your destination, saving
you time and the extra step of search-
ing a separate app or web site.

What’s not: I would like to print my
list wirelessly to a local printer. I don’t
think I've seen that feature on other
apps. I emailed my list to myself to get
a printable copy.

— Jen Leo/Los Angeles Times

m

Gateway
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Tokyo’s hlpster

Shimokitazawa boasts

low prices,
charm and

KNOW & GO

About Shimokita

Shimokitazawa, commonly
called “Shimokita,” is on
the western side of Tokyo,
and although just a small
town, it is very popular
among young people.
According to the Japan
National Tourism Organi-
zation, “In questionnaire
surveys about where
young people want to live,
Shimokitazawa is always
one of the top three re-
sponses.”

It attributes this to the
number of theaters, live
music venues, bars, vin-
tage record and clothing
stores and coffee shops.
Many of its narrow alleys
are inaccessible to vehi-
cles, making it perfect for
exploring on foot.
Shimokita is also a color-
ful place, with murals and
art painted on the closed
gates of shops.

Getting there
Shimokitazawa Station is
served by two train lines
from central Tokyo, the
Keio Inokashira line from
Shibuya Station and the
Odakyu line from Shinjuku
Station.

Staying there

* Airbnb.com has studio
and one-bedroom apart-
ments from about $100 a
night.

« The B Sangenjaya Hotel
in nearby Setagaya has
singles from about $80 and
doubles from about $100.

Festival fun

For winter fun, time your
visit during the Tengu-
matsuri Festival, held at
the end of January or be-
ginning of February, which
includes a parade of people
dressed as the specter of
the mythical Tengu, with
its long nose and red face.
The lively Mikoshi-Mat-
suri Festival (portable
shrine festival), held in
early September, is
another local event that

is recommended by the
Japan National Tour-

ism Organization (jnto.
go.jp/eng).

bohemian
an artsy vibe

By JuLie WaN
Special to The Washington Post

first learned of Shimoki-
tazawa, a suburb west of
Tokyo, on a vacation rental
site: “Imagine a neighbor-
hood run by hippies,” says the
listing.

It went on to tout alleyways
lined with vintage clothing
stores, bars, small theaters and
live-music venues, all emitting a
bohemian vibe.

Just as intriguing to me,
though, is the area’s affordability,
especially after days spent look-
ing at one expensive, claustro-
phobic Tokyo hotel room after
another. By the time a Japanese
friend told me that she used to
live in Shimokita, as residents af-
fectionately call it, I already had
an apartment booked there.

Shimokita is only a few stops
from Shibuya, the iconic heart of
bustling Tokyo made famous in
the movie “Lost in Translation.”
But it’s surprising how quickly
the frenetic atmosphere fades as
my husband and I, with our tod-
dler son in tow, board a clackety
train to Tokyo’s western edges.
Just three stops later, the world
seems to have shrunk signifi-
cantly.

As we left the station, it was as
though we’d come upon one of
the miniature-train-set worlds
that my son and I construct on
our living room floor, complete
with toy-box-size houses, cozy
coffee shops and overflowing
thrift stores packed in a row. A
tangle of narrow lanes crisscross
up and down the hills. The few
roads that allow traffic are wide
enough only for a single car.

“This is where intellectuals
coexist with high society and
hippies,” Wakana, our landlady,
tells us when we meet her the
next day.

Wakana was born and raised

aradise

Shi

since the days of sludent protests against the Vietnam War in 1969.

in Shimokita in the 1970s and
exudes the town’s personality
— simultaneously laid-back
and sophisticated. She sported
a stylish bob, and was wear-

the Mikoshi-Matsuri Festival in Shimokitazawa.

ing a sleeveless shift dress that
appeared both effortless and
chic, with pieces of white cloth
patched together and stitches and
frayed ends showing. “My mom
thought my dress was inside out
this morning,” she told us, laugh-
ing.

Wakana invited us to the Miko-
shi-Matsuri Festival, Shimokita’s
annual temple celebration.

We sat in her living room with
snacks before heading out, and
within minutes, my son had
adopted Wakana’s mom and aunt
as his Japanese grandmas, the
three conversing perfectly in a
combination of toddler babble
and Japanese.

“Sometimes old people don’t
want young artists invading their
space,” Wakana explained when
I asked what makes Shimokita
unique. “Here, there’s old people
and young people living in har-
mony. And it didn’t just happen

PHotos BY Juie Wan/For the Washington Post

on the western edge of Tokyo, has been home to free spirits

yesterday; it goes 50 to 80 years
back.”

Shimokita has boasted writ-
ers for decades, and following
student protests against the
Vietnam War in 1969, it became
a haven for even more artists,
musicians and other free spirits.
Then the Honda Gekijo theater
was built in 1982, and Shimokita
established itself as the focal
point of underground theater
and live music. While the rest of
Tokyo was overrun with sky-
scrapers, Shimokita enforced
building-height restrictions and
preserved historic sites.

“When the Americans ...”
Wakana starts, then turns to
us with an apologetic chuckle,
“sorry — when the Americans,
uh, dropped the bombs ... ” We
laughed at her politeness as we
realized why she’d paused.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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“They missed this area,”
she continued, “so the trees,
et cetera, are still here. In
the east area, there was a lot
of damage, so there are new
buildings there now, but we
have stuff here from before
World War I1.”

More recently, though,
Shimokita has been under a
different kind of threat. Since
2003, the city has been slowly
implementing a redevelop-
ment plan that involves, first,
moving one of Shimokita’s
train lines below ground, and
second, constructing in its
place an 85-foot-wide express-
way through the town center.
The first part of this plan
is already in place, but the
second part is still the subject
of great dispute.

Proponents of these chang-
es have their eye on economic
growth. Those opposing
construction of the highway,
however, argue that it would
rob Shimokita of its charm.
One community group pro-
poses that the now-empty land
be turned into a park instead,
in the spirit of Manhattan’s
High Line, where old railroad
tracks have been converted
into an elevated green space.
But nothing’s been deter-
mined yet.

As we strolled toward the
temple festival at dusk, with
neighborhood children dash-
ing about us in the lanes, it
wasn’t hard to see why this
atmosphere would be worth
preserving. Shimokita some-
how comes across as vibrant
yet relaxed, countercultural
but still traditional.

At the festival, Wakana
handed us coins to toss into a
well. Afterward, she re-
ceived a blessing written on a
wooden stick that she would
swap out with the one from
last year in her living room.

During our four-day stay,
we found ourselves making
it to only a few of Tokyo’s
must-see spots, often linger-
ing in Shimokita instead. One
morning, we meandered over
to Bear Pond Espresso, a tiny
Shimokita coffee shop with an
international cult following,
to order a special called the
“Dirty” — a shot of espresso
topped with cold milk topped
with a second shot of espresso.

On our last evening, we
decided to try a local izakaya
that Wakana recommended,
called Uoshin.

We arrived to find a Japa-
nese-language-only wait staff
and no English menu, which
certainly signifies a good
meal, as it turned out to be.

Afterward, we wandered
through nearby thrift shops,
where we unearthed several
maekake — vintage indigo-
dyed Japanese aprons — to
bring back as souvenirs.

“I like introducing my mom
to my guests,” Wakana told
us at some point that week-
end. “She can’t imagine why
anyone would want to come to
Tokyo and see Shimokita.”

Thanks to Wakana, we’re
happy to have done just that.

Using their noodles

Japanese entrepreneurs introduce specialty ramen overseas

The Yomiuri Shimbun

orty years after it was
first served, iekei ramen
is poised to take on the
world. The distinctive
broth consisting of a blend of
tonkotsu pork bone soup and soy
sauce nestling thick, straight
noodles was created at the
Yoshimuraya ramen shop, which
opened in Yokohama in 1974.

Its popularity sparked the
emergence of similar ramen
shops across Japan, including
those run by longtime employ-
ees of Yoshimuraya who were
allowed to set up a branch of
their own. They all add “ya”
(which means house) to the end
of the shops’ names in a nod to
Yoshimuraya. The iekei hybrid
has since become a genre that
sits comfortably alongside other
giants of local specialty ramen,
such as Hakata’s tonkotsu and
Sapporo’s miso ramen. Iekei
means house-style.

And now, iekei ramen is set to
change the way many non-Japa-
nese view the dish. Hong Kong’s
Causeway Bay district is packed
with luxury boutiques, stores
‘ and expen-

sive foreign

Many automobile
people doealershipss

n Dec. 1.
know last year, a
about new iekei
tonkotsu ramen shop
opened in
a corner of
this bustling,
economically
vibrant dis-
trict. Stories
about the
first overseas
outlet of the
Matsuich-
iya ramen
chain were
splashed
across Hong
Kong’s news-
papers and
magazines when it opened.

“A new genre of ramen from
Yokohama, Japan, has touched
down in Hong Kong for the first
time,” one report said.

On its first day, about 600
bowls of ramen were served in
just eight hours. In less time
than it takes to slurp a noodle,
Matsuichiya became a popular
attraction.

Matsuichiya’s first shop
opened in Fujisawa. It was
founded by Katsunari Matsuno,
president of MG Holdings Co.,
‘which operates about 60 eating
establishments.

“Many people know about
tonkotsu ramen, but I believe
iekei ramen is just as delicious,”
said Matsuno, 40. “I felt there

ramen is
just as

Katsunari
Matsuno
President of MG
Holdings Co.

The Yomiuri Shimbun photos

Yoshimuraya founder, Minoru Yoshimura; the Yoshimuraya ramen shop opened in Yokohama in 1974. lts

popularity sparked the emergence of sii

Noodles are lined up in a box to wait for shipment from the Sakai
Seimen factory in Tokyo.

growing ramen boom abroad,
Matsuno decided to open a shop
in Hong Kong.

Many tonkotsu ramen shops
have popped up overseas in re-
cent years, led by the Fukuoka-

based Ippudo and Ichiran chains.

Although these stores have
contributed significantly to the
of

‘was an opening to be ul
overseas with this ramen.”
Matsuichiya’s five shops in
Japan include ones in Fujisawa
and Chigasaki. Excited by the

ramen
brands, people in many areas
now tend to assume tonkotsu is
the only ramen flavor. Tonkotsu
ramen is characterized by a

creamy soup and thin noodles,
whereas iekei ramen features
a broth made from pork bones,
chicken stock and soy sauce, uses
fatter, chewy noodles, and is usu-
ally topped with boiled spinach,
nori and chashu roasted pork.
There are estimated to be about
1,000 iekei ramen establish-
ments, mainly in Japan and other
parts of Asia.

The flavors and noodles can
vary between iekei shops, but
Matsuno felt that delivering a

lar ramen shops across Japan.

quality product would be the best
recipe for success.

“If we make it carefully, it will
definitely sell,” he thought. He
dispatched rising ramen chef
Daigo Sato to head the Hong
Kong shop.

Noodles, pork bones and
other important ingredients are
shipped directly from Yokohama
to Hong Kong, where the chefs
prepare ramen that tastes identi-
cal to the dishes served in Japan.
Although Hong Kong locals
quickly gave the flavor a thumbs-
up, Matsuichiya had to tweak
some elements to accommodate
local preferences. Customers
there were more accustomed to
skinnier noodles, so Matsuichiya
adjusted the width. Others com-
plained when the air condition-
ing was not set to a temperature
cold enough to make people put
their jackets on, while others
wanted carbonated beverages
with their meals because they
would not drink chilled water.

“There are new surprises
every day,” said Sato, 31. “I want
to listen to what our custom-
ers say and keep refining our
ramen.”

Matsuno threw himself into
the ramen industry about 20
years ago and now he has lofty
ambitions for the humble dish.

“Iekei ramen means every-
thing to me. I want to make it
more popular overseas, so that
people will say, ‘This is Japanese
ramen,’” he said.
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Spoon digs back in after hiatus
with latest, ‘They Want My Soul’

By MikaeL Woop
Los Angeles Times

fter more than 20 years

of activity, Britt Daniel

and his band Spoon

have cultivated such a
reputation for consistency that
it’s tempting to overstate any
shift in the group’s carefully
managed ecosystem.

Yet Spoon’s new album reflects
moves that seem truly significant
for the band, which formed in
Austin, Texas, in 1993 and went
on to make seven increasingly
acclaimed records before going
on a brief hiatus following 2010’s
“Transference.”

Released on Aug. 5, “They
‘Want My Soul” is the group’s
first album since Daniel moved
to Los Angeles in 2011. It fea-
tures a new member, keyboardist
and guitarist Alex Fischel, and
two high-profile producers the
band hadn’t used before.

And after a decade-plus run on
the proudly independent Merge
Records, “They Want My Soul”
marks Spoon’s fresh relationship
with Loma Vista Recordings, an
L.A.-based company with ties
to the major-label system that
Daniel once abhorred.

“We took a break, and when
you come back from a break, you
have a lot of new ideas,” the sing-
er said recently. “This just felt
like a time to make a change.”

The jolt paid off: With its juicy
melodies, enigmatic lyrics and
imaginative arrangements,
“They Want My Soul” is Spoon’s
strongest album yet, something
rarely (if ever) said about a
band’s eighth record. The basic
approach sticks to the template
Daniel and drummer Jim Eno
devised more than 20 years
ago: slashing guitar licks and
Daniel’s parched singing over
taut grooves that suggest a kind
of post-punk R&B.

But the songs keep flashing
new colors, as in the synthed-up
“New York Kids” and “Inside
Out,” which shimmers with the
delicate plucking of what appears
to be a harp. Throughout the
album, the band sounds more
urgent and propulsive than it
has in years — at least until Eno
slows the beat for “Knock Knock
Knock,” which Daniel referred to
as the band’s homage to Dr. Dre.

“I wanted this to be a visceral
record,” he said, curled into a
corner seat at a wine bar near his
home in Los Feliz, Calif. Dressed
in his usual crisp button-down
shirt, Daniel, 43, was headed
out of town the next morning
to begin a tour. “The idea was
‘inventive’ but not too brainy.”

“Transference,” he added,
might’ve been a bit too brainy,
with woozy, densely textured
songs that didn’t play especially
well onstage. But things were
happening for Spoon — bigger
crowds, more robust record
sales, licensing deals for its
music to be used in movies and

TV shows — so the group stayed
on the road “maybe longer than
that record wanted to be toured.”

“We were signed up for at least
11 months, and we had to live
that out,” Daniel said.

By the end, relationships in the
band (which also includes bass-
ist Rob Pope and guitarist Eric
Harvey) had frayed. A break
sounded like a good idea.

Daniel knew too that he want-
ed new surroundings; he chose
L.A. over New York because
here he could more easily “make
noise in my house.” In 2012 he
formed another project, Divine
Fits, with Dan Boeckner of the
indie-rock band Wolf Parade;
eventually they made an album
and toured together.

Yet Daniel never doubted that
he’d return to Spoon, which he
did last year accompanied by
Fischel, who'd performed live
with Divine Fits. Daniel played
keyboards on earlier Spoon
records, but “there’s certain
things he can do that I can’t do,”
the singer said, such as play solos

that don’t just sound like show-
ing off.

“Alex’s soloing is really mov-
ing,” Daniel said. “There’s no
Clapton to it, you know what I
mean?”

In search of additional energy,
the band enlisted Joe Chiccarelli
and Dave Fridmann, producers
known for their collaborations
with acts including the White
Stripes and the Flaming Lips,
to oversee separate studio ses-
sions in L.A. and upstate New
York. Both encouraged Spoon
to broaden a sonic palette that’s
often been described as mini-
malist, even if Daniel said he’d
never use that term himself.

“Imean, I getit,” he said. “We
started hearing that (in 2002)
with ‘Kill the Moonlight,” and
that album opens with a song
called ‘Small Stakes, which is
Jjust a Wurlitzer (organ), a tam-
bourine through reverb and a
vocal through reverb.”

With the album completed,
Daniel felt determined to present
his latest effort in a fresh way.

Spoon’s partnership with Merge,
he acknowledged, was work-
ing; “Transference” entered the
Billboard chart at No. 4, a huge
accomplishment for an indie
label.

“But maybe it wasn’t working
well enough,” Daniel added.

Loma Vista promised the
possibility of something more
— without the show-biz phoni-
ness that once inspired Daniel to
‘write two songs about an Elektra
Records executive whom he felt
had neglected the band.

Headed by Tom Whalley, a
music-industry veteran who
tried to sign Spoon to Interscope
in 1995, the label bills itself as
a boutique shop with the reach
and wherewithal of a major. (It’s
distributed by Universal Music
Group, the world’s largest record
company.)

“I’m someone who can help
Britt maintain his strength of
independence while providing
opportunities to expand his audi-
ence,” said Whalley.

He and Daniel were vague re-

With its juicy melodies, enigmatic lyrics and imaginative
arrangements, ‘They Want My Soul’ is Spoon’s strongest album yet.

Spoon
They Want My Soul
(Loma Vista)

After establishing a
standard of excellence
with five albums since the
turn of the millennium, the
Austin, Texas, rock band
Spoon took a break after
2010’s slightly less than
excellent “Transference.”
Singer Britt Daniel paired
off with Dan Boeckner of
Wolf Parade to form the
synthsational side project
Divine Fits, while drum-
mer/producer Jim Eno got
busy knob-twiddling for
bands such as Telekinesis
and !!!.

The brief hiatus served
the band well. Collaborat-
ing with a pair of produc-
ers — Joe Chiccarelli,
‘who’s worked with every-
one from Tori Amos to
Frank Zappa; and Dave
Fridmann, who’s closely
associated with the Flam-
ing Lips — Spoon does
tweak its sound slightly,
playing around with elec-
tro-pop experimentalism
on “Outlier,” for instance.

But mostly, “They Want
My Soul” is sharp, smart,
and concise, exactly what
you would hope — and
expect — a Spoon album
to be. That goes for the
meaty hooks that get things
going with appropriate
swagger on “Rent I Pay,”
and the grabby melody
and jagged guitar breaks
on the title cut, in which
Daniel rails against anyone
‘who might steal his mojo.
The special treat is “I Just
Don’t Understand,” a 1961
Ann-Margret hit sung by
principal Daniel influence
John Lennon when the
Beatles covered it on their
BBC radio sessions. Here,
it just sounds like another
really good Spoon song.

— Dan DeLuca
The Philadelphia
Inquirer

garding the specifics of how that
might happen, though the singer
pointed to several recent music
videos, each of which gained
considerable traction online
— as a sign that he’s being more
thoughtful about promotion.
Like most artists, Daniel
claimed to be less concerned
with the commercial than with
the creative. But he didn’t deny
that one affects the other.
“Success brings benefits, and
you start to think that you can
throw money at your problems,
or you can delegate,” he said.
“But at some point you still have
to make the record. And I think
that’s why we’re good. We spend
the time to do it right.”
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TWANG HEARD ROUND THE WORLD

Country goes global as international fans find appeal ATk
in music’s core values, more mainstream sounds

By Ranpy LEwis very much a country artist, then came back
Los Angeles Times and came back and grew a real fan base
and now has morphed into the biggest pop
ountry musician Brad Paisley’s first act on the planet at the moment.”
tour of the United Kingdom in 2000 Younger acts with a knack for market-
didn’t leave him much to write home ing on social media are among the most
to West Virginia about. active, and most successful, in reaching
Paisley and the other acts on the tour flew world audiences. Swift mastered that
commercial airlines and saw their precious skill early and her template is being
band gear stashed into the jet’s regular lug- emulated and expanded on by a grow-
gage holds. The hotels were spartan, the ing number of young peers, including
venues were small and they were lucky if the Kacey Musgraves, the Band Perry,
promoters would give them a soundcheck Chris Young and Brantley Gilbert.
before taking the stage. “The Internet has been a huge help,”
“I remember thinking, ‘What am I doing?’” said Scott Borchetta, head of Swift’s
Paisley said. “Knowing who I am in America,  label, Big Machine Records. “Whether
what am I doing here?” . it was the first time we took the Band
These days, Paisley is finding a warmer Perry over or the first time we took Tay-
reception overseas. He first noticed the thaw lor, there was already an awareness by
in 2010 when he booked a show in London. a small group of super fans. That never
“I was told, ‘You'll be playing a small venue  would have happened pre-Internet.”
and it probably won’t sell out,’” Paisley said. Then there are high-profile country
But tickets went so fast, a second show was music events such as the new Country
added and sold out. When Paisley returned To Country (C2C) Festivals that promot-
to London in 2011, he was booked at the 02 er AEG staged with the Nashville-based
arena. “I said, ‘Are you kid- Country Music Association
ding me?’ They sold 10,000 '] . for the past two years in
tickets. That’s a good night in Pop music London, adding Dublin to

America. It feels like the tip of sometimes can the mix this year. Over the
the iceberg.” course of two days in March,

For decades, country acts be brainwashing. e 5014 C2C London shows
rarely toured abroad, with As | grow more drew nearly 30,000 fans.
exceptions for superstars such ‘When Garth Brooks an-
as Johnny Cash. Now, it’s one mature, | tend to nounced plans to resume
of America’s hottest musical prefer country touring after a 13-year
exports.

H H hiatus, he could have chosen
Love of family and country music, which | any city in America to make
— core American values — are can listen to over s splashy re-entry. He chose

part of the appeal for a grow- over.”? Dublin, and promptly sold

ing number of global fans. No and . N 400,000 tickets for five con-
other form of pop music more Ong Zihan  certs — in a nation with a total
consistently expresses the Chinese country music fan  population of just over 4 million.
virtues of hard work, self-reli- When city officials limited him
ance, honesty, equality and, often, a maverick  to three shows, he canceled all of them and
attitude toward the status quo. left politicians accusing each other of denying

One measure of the shift: of the 100 highest-  Irish fans the chance to see the singer that
grossing tours of 2011 worldwide, accordingto  one Belfast newspaper compared to Elvis.

the concert-tracking service Pollstar, 11 were Country allows audiences as far away as

country acts. Two years later, 15 broke that China to connect with a slice of life distinctly

threshold, selling more than 300,000 tickets different from their own.

outside the U.S. last year. Ong Zihan, a 23-year-old college graduate
Some of the credit goes to bands work- in Beijing, began listening to country after

ing harder to build audiences through social watching singer Blake Shelton on “The

media, and the ability to reach audience di- Voice.”

rectly through YouTube and similar services. In addition to the music, she’s drawn

Another factor: Country music these days to the songs’ messages that “come from
is a little less country, and a little more pop. a specific cultural background — it’s
Crossover superstars such as Taylor Swift almost exclusively American,” she
helped make traditional country instruments said.

such as steel guitars and banjos more acces- “Pop music sometimes can

sible to foreign audiences. be brainwashing,” she con-
“It’s a phenomenon that probably started tinued. “As I grow more

half a dozen years ago when Taylor Swift mature, I tend to prefer

emerged as a major international artist,” said country music, which
Bob Shennan, director of music for three BBC I can listen to over
Radio stations. “She came to the U.K. being and over.”
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‘Graveyard’ gloriously graphic

Gaiman book’s adaptation a heavenly pairing of writer, artist

By ANDREW A. SMITH
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

ans of “Coraline,” “Murder

Mysteries” and “Dream Hunters”

already know how good a writer

Neil Gaiman is. Those familiar
with the graphic novel versions also how
good an artist P. Craig Russell is.

That successful collaboration continues
with “The Graveyard Book,” Gaiman’s
New York Times best-selling and Newber-
ry Medal-winning novel, which Russell is
adapting to comics. “The Graveyard Book
Volume 1” (of 2) arrived this month from
HarperCollins ($19.99), and it’s just as
good as its pedigree would suggest.

“Graveyard Book” is the story of
Nobody Owens, a child adopted by the

haps by the
graveyard itself
— after the
brutal slaughter
of his family by
the lethal “Man
Jack.” Those
inhabitants are
mostly the spir-
its of the dead,
but they also
include Bod’s
mentor, Silas

(a vampire, al-
though the text
is somewhat
coy on that), the
mysterious Indigo Man and the danger-
ous Sleer. Silas and the spirits raise and

he remains in the graveyard he is largely
protected, and able to go unseen.

That’s important, because the Man
Jack — who is working for evil parties
unknown, with an agenda that requires
Bod’s death — hasn’t given up his search.
Even in the graveyard, Bod isn’t complete-
ly safe, as he finds when he is snatched
through the gateway to the City of Ghouls.

Creepy enough for you? And yet, a story
that begins with multiple murders and
takes place almost entirely in a haunted
graveyard is also a charming coming-of-
age tale. It is one of Gaiman’s gifts that he
can pull off this seamless blend of whimsy
and the macabre.

Still, a graphic novel depends greatly
on art, so it’s fortunate “Graveyard Book”
is graced by the presence of Russell. His

mix of styles, showing influences rang-
ing from Renaissance painting to Burne
Hogarth’s “Tarzan” comic strip.

Russell doesn’t do all the art — it would
have taken him “four or five years,” he
told Publishers Weekly — but he did do
the layouts throughout. Then he selected
artists that meshed with his own style to
do a chapter each, which for the first book
includes Stephen B. Scott, Scott Hamp-
ton, Tony Harris, Kevin Nowlan, Galen
Showman and Jill Thompson. The result
is surprisingly smooth.

The only complaint one can imagine
with “The Graveyard Book Volume 1” is
that it contains only the first five chapters
and an interlude. That leaves the reader
hanging breathlessly until “Volume 2”
arrives in late November. Which wouldn’t

inhabitants of a graveyard — and per-

SITCOMS

OF ALL TIME

The Greatest Sitcoms
of All Time

Martin Gitlin

It’s one thing to argue whether
“Seinfeld” is the greatest sitcom
ever, as Gitlin claims. You might
even want to battle over his top
five, which includes “All in the
Family,” “M*A*S*H,” “I Love
Lucy” and “The Mary Tyler
Moore Show.”

But how do you argue whether
“The Flintstones” is 70th-best?

In the book “The Greatest
Sitcoms of All Time,” Gitlin does
indeed list the top 70 along with
descriptions, bits of dialogue,
awards won and other informa-
tion on the top shows. He gives
some also-rans a line here and
there, for example by noting the
10 shows from each of six TV
decades that were good in their
time, but not in the top 70; there
are also lists of funniest charac-
ters and best spinoffs.

In Gitlin’s view, one sit-
com — which he ranked No. 2
— changed comedy entirely.

“Every sitcom that I have in
the book had to be judged as pre-
‘All in the Family’ or post-‘All in
the Family,” he said.

Gitlin established a set of crite-
ria for inclusion, among them the
show’s impact, how long it origi-
nally ran, ratings, awards, how
funny a show was and whether it
is still respected.

— Rich Heldenfels
Akron Beacon Journal

Land of Love
and Drowning

Tiphanie Yanique

A multigenerational novel
set in Yanique’s native land of
the Virgin Islands, “Love and
Drowning” opens just before
the U.S. arrives, after purchas-
ing several of the islands from
Denmark in 1917. It concludes in
the 1970s.

The coming of the Americans
— and the ensuing arrival of the
tourists — will change every-
thing. The newcomers snap up
prime real estate and privatize
beaches, increasingly isolating
themselves from the native popu-
lation — except when they want
a dose of local color as a back-
drop. Meanwhile, islanders are
shipped off to war, experiencing
Jim Crow firsthand in Louisiana
— decades before their kids
watch Birmingham and Selma
on television.

But while Yanique’s novel
keeps half an eye on these trou-
blesome outsiders, its focus and
energies are found elsewhere, as
multiple narrators spin alterna-
tive histories rather than blandly
accepting those being imposed.
“Nothing ever happen just so,”
the book’s most compelling char-
acter, Anette, tells us. “It must
be story.” One might not be able
to escape the past. But one can
learn to read and tell its slant.

— Mike Fischer
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

educate Bod, as he’s called, and as long as

lyrical,

work is also a

A Spy Among Friends

Ben Macintyre

A lot of spy novels would have
you believe that espionage is all
about elite globe-trotting ad-
ventures laced with good booze
and cool toys. But this nonfiction
book’s most intense scene is pro-
saic — two old friends, middle-
aged English gentlemen who
came up as spies through British
intelligence, share a cup of tea
while “lying courteously to each
other” in a Beirut apartment in
1963. Some authors would turn
that moment into literary Am-
bien. But here, it hums.

One of those men was H.A.R.
“Kim” Philby, perhaps the most
notorious double agent ever. For
almost three decades, beginning
in the mid-1930s, this upper-
class Englishman worked as a
Soviet spy in British intelligence,
passing information to Mos-
cow that would cost the lives of
hundreds, if not thousands, while
crippling British and American
intelligence operations.

The other man having tea in
that Beirut apartment was Nich-
olas Elliott, and about the only
thing he didn’t have in common
with Philby was his allegiance.

Philby’s story has been
covered before. Macintyre’s
aim here is to describe instead
the “very British relationship”
between these two men. He suc-
ceeds admirably.

— John Wilwol/Newsday

The Kills

Richard House

If youwd like to immerse
yourself in a novel during your
August vacation, and if you're
skeptical of a world in which
private contractors get away with
dirty deeds outside the reach of
the law, let me introduce you to
Richard House’s “The Kills.”

Published in England in 2013
and long-listed for the Man
Booker Prize, “The Kills” is an
interlocking set of four novels
under a single cover. It centers
on a Brit named John Jacob
Ford, who has taken a contract
in Iraq for a shady multinational.
On virtually a moment’s notice,
Sutler is directed to disappear
— a multimillion-dollar swindle
is about to be exposed, and in re-
turn for taking the public fall and
going underground, Sutler/Ford
will be rewarded with hefty cash
in a bank account. His escape,
his difficulties trying to access
the account, and an intense,
multinational hunt for him drive
much of the action.

Forget about the fog of war,
“The Kills” reeks of the filth of

war.
“The Kills” has the world-
weary, deadpan tone of spy nov-
elist John le Carre, and a sense
of the world falling apart that
author Roberto Bolano might
have approved of.
— Jim Higgins
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

matter all that much, if it weren’t so good.

The String Diaries

Stephen Lloyd Jones

“The String Diaries” is hard
to discuss without revealing too
much. This is a book of authorial
wizardry, as Jones hopscotches
among three time periods and
locales (late 1800s Hungary;
1970s France and England;
and present-day Snowdonia, in
northern Wales) with grace, wit
and dexterity.

“The String Diaries” involves
a partially human creature who
develops a lust for a certain
human woman and ends up pur-
suing her look-alike descendants
through the centuries. How he
does that is a marvel, a new take
on a genre that one would have
thought completely bled dry of
new ideas by now.

It’s to Jones’ immense credit
that, like the best authors of
psychologically rich horror
(Anne Rice and Glen Duncan
come to mind), he resists taking
the easy way out and making his
villain one-dimensionally pure
evil. Jakab inspires both pity and
empathy, even as we despise his
actions and fear for his victims.

Finally, Jones displays a rare
gift for writing about children,
fully developing them in what’s
an essentially adult story. One of
the children, in fact, gets set up
as the possible protagonist for a
sequel. Here’s hoping.

— Joy Tipping
The Dallas Morning News
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Kermit the Frog, left, stars with Ricky
Gervais in the recent DVD release
“Muppets Most Wanted.”

NEW ON DVD

“Muppets Most Wanted”: The Muppets
are manipulated into being part of a crime
spree by an evil frog who looks like Kermit.
The film picks up at the end of “The Mup-
pets.” After Kermit and the gang save their
beloved theater, they are at a loss as to what
to do next. A suggestion from a sleazy tour
promoter, Dominic Badguy (Ricky Gervais),
sends the Muppets on a world tour that is
part of a complicated plan to steal the Crown
Jewels. As has become the norm with these
films, the movie is loaded with cameos.
Adults who get bored with the flat story can
at least try to guess which well-known actor
is in a scene. You know a movie has problems
‘when it takes a celebrity version of “Where’s
‘Waldo” to keep the audience entertained.
It’s nice to have the Muppets back, but the
euphoria of their return gets wiped away by
this disappointing sequel. The movie proves
it’s not easy earning green again.

“Neighbors”: The film looks at the con-
flict between Mac and Kelly Radner (Seth
Rogen, Rose Byrne), a couple with a new
baby, and the raucous Delta fraternity that
moves into the house next door. What could
have been a smart comedy about the battle
of the ages too often finds itself at such a loss
for anything funny that it resorts to an end-
less string of jokes about male sex organs.
There will be those who will defend the
movie saying it’s a comedy and shouldn’t be
judged so seriously. There’s nothing wrong
with over-the-top, raunchy comedy. Rogen
starred in a perfect example with last year’s
“This Is the End.” The problem is that
“Neighbors” is so poorly written it makes it
easy to condemn both houses.

“The Blacklist: The Complete First
Season”: A standout performance by James
Spader makes this one of TV’s top dramas.
The NBC series follows Raymond “Red”
Reddington (Spader), a top criminal, who
through a wide variety of mysterious twists
and turns helps the FBI find and stop some
of the world’s most notorious criminals. The
set includes 22 episodes, commentary on
three key episodes and two featurettes.

Also available:

“Batman: Assault on Arkham”: Next DC
Universe original movie features Batman
facing a major threat at Arkham Asylum.

“Bears”: A year in the life of two mother
bears.

“Turtle Power”: Film chronicles the birth
of the franchise about those unlikely super-
heroes, the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.

“The Devils Ride Season 2”: Discovery
Channel series about Sinister Mob, the fast-
est-growing motorcycle club in San Diego.

“Power Rangers Megaforce: A Battle
To The Finish”: Rangers battle to save the
planet in the four final episodes of the 20th
“Power Rangers” season.

“Baseball’s Seasons: The 1980s”: Kirk
Gibson, Bo Jackson and the *86 Mets are
spotlighted.

“Frankie & Alice”: Go-go dancer battles
dissociative identity disorder.

“Rage”: Respectable businessman (Nico-
las Cage) returns to his violent past to save
his daughter.

— Rick Bentley/The Fresno Bee

Maksim Chmerkovskiy:

‘1 just want
to win once’

By Moira MACDONALD
The Seattle Times

‘ ‘ ancing has been in us, in people,
since the Neanderthal age,” says ball-

room champion and longtime “Danc-

ing with the Stars” pro Maksim
Chmerkovskiy, on the phone last week. “There’s
something about moving, something about interpret-
ing yourself to the music, that’s attractive, that’s
interesting, that’s intriguing, and everyone wishes
they could do that.”

Chmerkovskiy’s been dancing since he was 4 years
old in his native Ukraine, chosen from a class of
preschoolers as one with a special talent. He’s touring
now, unbuttoned shirts and all, in “Ballroom with a
Twist” — a dance/music show featuring “Dancing
with the Stars” pros (also Karina Smirnoff, Sharna
Burgess and brother Val Chmerkovskiy) as well as
performers from “So You Think You Can Dance” and
“American Idol.” It’s also, for him, a bit of a fare-
well tour: Chmerkovskiy, who won the most recent
season of “Dancing with the Stars” with Olympic
gold-medal-winning ice dancer Meryl Davis (the
two danced with a silken perfection), announced last
month that he would no longer compete on the show.

“I just don’t want to replace Meryl and this experi-
ence with anyone else — it’s so dear to me, so special,
so much emotion involved into it,” he said. “There’s
nobody out there that I think will come along that
I will be able to connect with on this level ... I don’t
want to win five, six, seven times, I just want to win
once. It couldn’t be more perfect.”

It was a departure that’s been a long time coming
— he got tired, he said, of being “misinterpreted,”
seeing himself stuck with the label of “bad boy of the
ballroom.” The show routinely airs edited montages
of rehearsal footage, at times seeming to choose mo-
ments in order to make each cast member fit a role:
Chmerkovskiy, early on, was labeled the tempestuous
one. “People don’t understand where I come from,”
he said, referring to his background on the interna-
tional ballroom circuit — “the same circuit as any
other competition, like golf or tennis.” Chmerkovskiy
said he saw himself as a professional athlete, on the
show to compete and win, and worked with his part-
ners accordingly.

“I was the last one to understand that this is a TV

Maksim Chmerkovskiy, left, and his dance partner, Meryl Davis, won the most recent season of “Dancing
with the Stars.” Chmerkovskiy announced last month that he would no longer compete on the show.

show, this is there for good times,” he said. “I would
try my best to win, I wouldn’t try my best to just
smile and walk around. So that was the misunder-
standing between me and the show.”

Though he doesn’t rule out returning to “DWTS”
as a judge (“Never say never! Anything’s possible,”
he said, in an uncharacteristically brief answer dur-
ing a pleasant, not-at-all-bad-boy interview ... hmm),
Chmerkovskiy’s looking forward to other career op-
tions. He’s already a co-owner of a chain of five dance
studios in the New York/New Jersey area, called
Dance With Me, and has launched a line of men’s
Jjewelry and acquired an agent to help him sign acting
roles. And, with brother Val and fellow “DWTS” pro
Tony Dovolani, he recently put together a one-night
New York staging of a show called “SWAY: A Dance
Trilogy.”

No matter what, there will be dancing; the defining
activity of his life since very early childhood. Asked
if he had any advice for newcomers to the ballroom,
he said, “Just go start from scratch and move, in close
proximity with somebody else. It’s a beautiful thing.
The amount of happiness and joy that dancing brings
to you is just — I don’t know any other activity that
does that ... So if you have a local dance studio that
you can go to, sign up, say that Maks said that I need
to be happy and I need to do this and this needs to
bring me joy.”
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On vacation, don’
throw in the towel
on diet, exercise

By Nora Kruc
The Washington Post

beach vacation can be a runner-
mom’s paradise: fresh air, free
time and, if you’re lucky, free
baby-: slttmg During annual trips
to the Jersey Shore with my extended
family, I'm happily up before my kids’ 6

Break a sweat at the beach

All calories estimates below are
based on an average 150-pound
woman and 200-pound man. Num-
bers based on the accepted Metabol-
ic Equlvalent (MET) values from the

a.m. cry for ct late chip kes, run- of physical activities.
ning longer and faster on the flat, stress- Activity/calories burned (estimates)
free ribbon of seaside road than I do on for females/males

the hilly, anxiety- and traffic-clogged
streets of my suburban neighborhood.

I realize that not everyone sees vaca-
tion as a time to escalate a fitness routine.
If you’re not a runner or a swimmer, or
haven’t bothered to lug a bike on the back
of your car or don’t have family around to
watch your Kids, it’s not so easy to main-
tain your regimen. And with all that beau-
tiful scenery and fun family activities to
enjoy, it can be hard to find the motivation
or time to exercise — or the justification
for spending money on a gym guest pass,
yoga studio or bike rental.

But exercise at the beach doesn’t have
to be difficult, expensive or burdensome.
You can maintain your fitness through
some basic exercises or even through
beach activities you might be planning
anyway — and if you decide to take the
time off completely, the setback to your fit-
ness level is easily restored, experts say.

If you decide on the minimalist op-
tion, you could bring a mat or towel to the
beach and fashion your own yoga practice.
You could also pack some lightweight
exercise tools such as resistance bands
or jump ropes, says Jo Zimmerman, an
instructor in the department of kinesiol-
ogy at the University of Maryland and
alongtime trainer. Sue Immerman, a
certified personal trainer at MAD Fitness
in Takoma Park, Md., suggests buying
two gallons of water and using them for a
simple weightlifting routine.

‘An even more minimalist option: Use
your family. “You have a S-year-old neph-
ew, you have a barbell,” Zimmerman says.
“Piggyback rides are great for the legs.
Give a piggyback ride while doing squats
and you have done some weighted squats.”

Most of us, understandably, would pre-
fer to have our back reclining into a beach
chair. Many of her clients leave for vaca-
tion with the best of intentions, Immer-
man said in an email, but return “saying
that they threw in the towel on eating well
and exercise.”

Yet all is not lost. First, says Rosemary
Lindle, an exercise physmloglst and an ad-
junct professor of kinesiology at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, studies show that you
can maintain your fitness level even when
taking some time off. Second, time off is
itself an important part of any training
program. “Think of your vacation as an
active recovery or cross-training period,”
she said in an email. “A well-balanced,
periodized fitness program includes
recovery breaks.” On the beach, recovery
could include lighter-level acnvmes such
as hiking, cycling, swimming, snorkeling,
even beach volleyball.

But how well do these activities com-
pare to a more typical exercise routine?

As you might expect, it depends on both
the activity and level of effort. An hour of

+ 45-minute hike with a daypack:
399/532

« 30 minutes of beach volleyball:
272/364

+ 30 minutes of sailing a Sunfish
leisurely: 113/150

« 30 minuted of kayaking (moderate
effort): 170/227

+ 30 minutes of body-surfing waves:
102/136

+ 30 minutes of wind surfing (not
pumping for speed): 170/227

+ 30 minutes of swimming in a bay:
205/272

+ 30 minutes of scuba diving:
239/318

+ 30 minutes of snorkeling: 170/227

— Source: Jessica Matthews,
assistant professor of health and
exercise science at Miramar
College in San Diego and a certified
personal trainer and health coach

Yoga offers a cheap and
effective beach workout. All
you need is a towel or a mat.

MCT

Eat wisely at the shore

* 1 medium steamed, broiled or
baked lobster (2.5 pound) w/butter:
342 calories
* 1 cup lobster salad: 189 calories
« Potato chips (1%-ounce bag): 260
calories
« Turkey sandwich with mayo: 329
calories
* One 6-inch funnel cake: 275
calories
* One hamburger w/mayo on bun:
294 calories
* One hot dog with mustard or
ketchup on bun: 284 calories
* One 8-ounce beer: 155
« Ice cream sandwich: 148 calories
* One medium peach: 59 calories
* One Y-inch slice of double-
crusted peach pie: 335 calories

— Source: USDA Food Tracker

choosemyplate.gov/supertracker-
tools/supertracker.html

pound man). Even lugging all those chairs
and buckets to the beach can do you some
calorie-burning good (as many as 73 calo-
ries burned for every 10 minutes carrying
15 pounds of gear).

And yet that iconic walk on the beach

dstand-up paddleboarding, for example,
can burn as many as 545 calories, ac-
cording to Jessica Matthews, a certified
personal trainer and health coach and as-
sistant professor of health and exercise sci-
ence at Miramar College in San Diego who
crunched some beach activity numbers.
An hour of digging in the sand is almost as
good: as many as 454 calories per hour (all
numbers quoted here are approximate and
for a typical 150-pound woman or 200-

isn’t ily the best option, says Im-
merman, especially if brisk walking isn’t
part of your regular routine. A 30-minute
beach walk (at a 3.5 mph pace on flat-
packed sand) burns about 147 calories for
a woman and about 195 for a man, accord-
ing to Matthews. That’s a decent workout
— “better than spending the entire week
in a beach chair,” Immerman conceded
— but a long walk on soft and slanted sand
can pose challenges to knees, hips and
even shoulders and backs.

And of course be mindful when doing

R

170 calories.
Detroit Free Press

exercises that seem to go hand-in-hand
with eating. Biking to get a soft-serve
cone, for example, isn’t necessarily a net
win: A 30-minute bike ride on a flat beach
road burns up to 264 calories, according
to Matthews’ calculations. But that swirl
cone could tip the balance with as many
335 calories, according to the USDA’s
Food Tracker. A glass of lemonade, at
about 100 calories, might be a better way
to cool off. Or better yet, stick to water.

Once you're back home, remember to
ease back into your routine. “One week is
not much time to be off at all,” Immerman
says. But be sure to warm up and pace
yourself. “Foam roll or stretch after the
workout and know that in a session or two
you can be back to where you were when
you left off.”
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Back to school cool

Fun and fashion lead the
way in school supplies

By LEANNE ITALIE
The Associated Press

t’s school supply time and there’s no shortage of
nifty backpacks, pencil cases, erasers and more for
kids young and older.

“Most people are looking for something unique,”
said Larina Lin, founder of Coolpencilcase.com, which
sells supplies imported from Japan.

The sum families will spend on supplies this year is up
slightly over last year, according to the National Retail
Federation, based on a poll of 6,178 U.S. consumers con-
ducted in July.

The average family with kids in kindergarten through
12th grade will spend $669.28 on apparel, shoes, supplies
and electronics, up S percent from last year, according to
the trade group’s 2014 Back-to-School Survey.

Requests from teachers for classroom contributions is
a possible factor in increased spending on supplies, ac-
cording to the survey, which predicted a 12 percent hike
in such spending this summer over last — to an average
of $101.18 from $90.49 in 2013.

LockerBones locker
organizers are fully
customizable and come in
pink and blue plastic or wood.

LockerBoNEs/AP

Since 2009, the retail federation has been asking how
the U.S. economy plays out in school supply shopping.
‘While spending has loosened up slightly this year over
last, more families are going for store brands or generic
items for school — 34 percent when compared to 32.8
percent last year, the survey said. And 25.6 percent hope
to get along with last year’s items, up from 23.7 percent
last year.

Nearly 20 percent said they shop online more often
to save money, up from 18.5 percent last year and the
highest percentage ever noted by the retail federation.

Here’s a look at what’s cool for school:

Pencil erasers

The pink kind might still rule, but Lin offers a way to
make your own erasers. She sells kits for creating them
out of special clay that can be molded like putty then
dipped into boiling water for 10 minutes.

Each set includes a Kawaii-theme mold and 12 pieces
of clay in bright green, yellow, red, blue and white. Head
to YouTube for how-to videos and ideas for freehand
designs. (Kawaii is a Japanese term for cute or unique.)
Silicone molds work with the material to broaden design
options.

Backpacks

There’s a backpack for every sports fan, TV or movie
character enthusiast and fashionista, but one new
company, MadPax, has broken out with spiky designs in
an array of colors and themes. The company has added
funky block and bubble textures to its signature spikes,
which look sharp but are soft to the touch.

JanSports are plentiful with new colors and pat-
terns. Kipling has a Seoul-inspired abstract print
and recently added a monogram option online.

Partnerships and
licensed products

Staples and Teen Vogue
have teamed up this
year for a collection
of notebooks, pencils,
erasers and folders
appealing to teen girls
with florals, plaids and
hearts. For younger
boys, SpongeBob and
Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles remain hot
among licensed charac-
ters, the latter expected
to get a boost with the
recent release of the
latest “Teenage Mutant

Ninja Turtles” movie, Nickelodeon Teenage
said Alison Corcoran, Mutant Ninja Turtles dual
a senior vice presi- hole pencil sharpener
dent at Staples. “What StapLES/AP

we're seeing this year
that’s an evolution is this mixture of fun and fashion
together,” she said.

Locker accessories

On the functional front, LockerBones is in the mix
as featured on ABC’s “Shark Tank” earlier this year.

As a way to keep lockers from becoming dumping
grounds, Mississippi inventor Greg Cronin came up
with an adjustable system of interlocking shelving
for his daughter. He brought in a partner, Stephen
Coachys, to pitch the TV sharks and wound up with
a deal at Staples.

The shelving fits standard lockers and comes in
pink and blue plastic or natural wood.

Pencil cases
Lin and other sellers point to the enduring popu-
larity of the wide-eyed owl on pencil cases and other
supplies. Lin’s site designed Hootie the Owl for vinyl

cases with: “I will be by your side wherever you

g0.” They come in blue, red and
yellow with a mesh compart-
ment, elastic bands for
chunky highlighters

or markers and a
roomy main com-
partment.

Hootie the Owl
pencil cases

(COOLPENCILCASE.COM/AP

SPOUSE CALLS

Psychology yesterday,
real military life today

friend gave me a clipping from an old magazine,

an article supposedly about military families,

which brought home to me how much more our

way of life is studied, understood and appreci-
ated by those outside our world than it used to be.

The story, from a 1986 issue of Psychology Today,
presumed to explore and analyze military life. Unfor-
tunately, at the time there was so little data available
about military families that the author had to rely on
anecdotes, generalizations and unsubstantiated theories.
She admitted in her story that studies and surveys of
military families in the mid-1980s were either outdated
or questionable. As a result, much of the story was either
laughable or offensive. Sometimes both.

One civilian psychologist she interviewed, for example,
asserted that military children often
suffered from something he called
“military family syndrome,” which
made them, he explained, more likely
to have behavioral disorders.

Another clinician who treated mili-
tary children said, “I see everything
that a child psychiatrist who never
saw a military child would see. Do I
see it more frequently? My hunch is

es.”

Yet another found military chil-
dren so clean-cut and conscientious
that she compared military life to
“Leave-It-To-Beaverland.”

In this century, we don’t have to rely on hunches and
other fiction. Federally and privately funded scholarly
studies by the Rand Corporation have explored the ef-
fects of deployment on children, use of military medi-
cal care, and the challenges of caregivers, among other
issues. As a result, modern support and services for our
community, though not perfect, are much more available
and connected to the realities of military life.

Meanwhile, back in the *80s, Psychology Today printed
stunning statements like, “Despite the stereotypes of
blood-thirsty professional warriors, military personnel
are not necessarily more belligerent than anyone else.”
And this one, “Many (military children) survive ‘growing
up military,’ and some actually consider it a privilege.”

A former executive of CHAMPUS, Tricare’s predeces-
sor, contributed this gem: “There is also a small group of
aggressive men who joined the armed forces to live the
warrior myth, who dress their kids in little uniforms and
give them guns for toys.”

Although some of those interviewed were quite willing
to make broad generalizations based on limited knowl-
edge, some important questions went unanswered. For
instance, how much do military children worry about
their military parents’ safety?

“I don’t think we have a clue,” said a child psychologist
from Bethesda Naval Medical Center. “It’s something
children deal with in a very quiet way.”

This incredible article was published a year after I
became a military wife, but I didn’t read it then. I had no
idea this is what the rest of the world thought of the life
T had lived since birth. I could have told them a thing or
two. So could many military family members, but no one
was asking us.

Now they are. In addition to scientific studies, several
yearly surveys give opportunities to address the needs
in our own lives and our community. Organizations like
Blue Star Families, National Military Family Association
and the Military Officers Association of America sponsor
surveys of the military population and inform policy-
makers of the findings.

A survey by the Military Family Advisory Network
is in progress now at militaryfamilyadvisorynetwork.
org/survey/. The results will be provided to the Military
Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commis-
sion, which advises the Department of Defense and Con-
gress about the future of military benefits and budgets.

Today’s military community has a greater opportunity
to be heard, through surveys, studies, support organiza-
tions, as well as blogs, books and other media. We can
speak out about the realities of military life. We have a
voice; let’s use it to tell our stories and to say goodbye to
misconceptions about the lives we live.

Terri Barnes

Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a
Military Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@aol.com or at stripes.
com/go/spousecalls.
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96 Mike who directed
“Harry  Potter and
the Goblet of Fire"

48 Crude crowd
50 Motorcycle  demos,

12 “The King and I"
heroine

4 Not the final version eg. 13 One with an eye for
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15 Role. on “Frasier’ 59 Experiences  with .
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“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com.
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MIND

Bestselling author and neuroscientist Daniel
Levitin explores how some people manage
today'’s data deluge while successfully making
more (and faster) decisions about their lives.
Armed with the latest brain science, readers
can change the way they organize their
homes, workplaces, and time.

‘
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pANIEL ) LENTIN

WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY!

Stripes Book Club and Dutton, a member of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.,
are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of
Daniel Levitin’'s THE ORGANIZED MIND.

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win.

DUTTON  stipes Book Club

—— est. 1852 ~——
Pemgia Grop (USA]
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It’s not like it used to be

By Davip BAUDER
The Associated Press

anjula Stokes has twice sworn

off television, once throwing

a set off her deck in a fit over

an ex-husband’s sports obses-
sion. Now she’s a devotee of programs like
“Downton Abbey,” “Mad Men,” “Survivor”
and “Masters of Sex.”

The teacher from Santa Cruz, Calif., illus-
trates a subtle change in society’s attitude
toward television. The medium is growing
in stature, propelled by both art and tech-
nology. More worthy programs are available
at a time when viewers are becoming more
comfortable setting up their own schedules
to watch.

“I feel it’s more like reading a good book,”
Stokes said. “The acting is better, the direc-
tion is better. I think it's more serious as an
art form.”

A CBS survey of 700 people in the U.S.
with Internet and television connections
last year found that 28 percent said they’re
watching more television than they did a
year ago. Seventeen percent say theyre

ing less, with the r i indicat-
ing their habits are unchanged.
That might not seem like much, but
there’s a long history of people saying they
are watching, or plan to watch, less TV —
even as Nielsen measurements proved the
opposite is true.

In other words, liking television is becom-
ing more socially acceptable.

“You can go to a sophisticated party in
New York City now and people will be talk-

ing about television programming,
not the latest art film or the lat-
est play,” said David Poltrack,
CBS’ veteran chief researcher.
“You can go to a bar in a lower

People are watching
more programming
but in different ways

socio-economic neighborhood and they’ll be
talking about television. They may be talk-
ing about different programs, but they’ll be
talking about television.”

Now, for every award-winning drama
there’s a series about botched plastic sur-
geries, naked dating or Kardashians. But
the push among cable networks during the
past decade to make their own original se-
ries has significantly increased the amount
of quality programs.

For years, polls uncovered a certain
shameful attitude toward watching televi-
sion. When asked in 2000 how much time
they spent watching TV the previous day,
84 percent of respondents told the Pew Re-
search Center it was less than four hours.
That didn’t jibe with the Nielsen company’s
finding that the average American that year
watched four hours, 15 minutes of television
a day. A Gallup poll in 1990 found 49 per-
cent of people said they spent too much time
watching television. Only 19 percent said
they watched too little. Nine years ago when
CBS began its annual survey, more people
said they were cutting back on TV time.

This year, Nielsen estimates the average
American watches four hours, 50 minutes
of TV a day.

“I think the quality is better,” said Yael
Chanoff, a 25-year-old writer from San

Francisco. She’s a fan of smart comedies
such as NBC’s “Parks & Recreation.” Many
older shows Chanoff has seen, even hits like
“Friends,” strike her as cliché-ridden.

Some better shows now have an attention
to detail that reminds Stokes, who is 59, of
work done by the MGM movie studio during
the last century.

Cory Phare, a 33-year-old academic con-
ference director from Denver, said he grew
up watching a lot of television but drifted
away. The ability to binge on well-written
dramas such “Breaking Bad,” “The Ameri-
cans” and “Dexter” through Netflix drew
him back in. He just finished going back to
watch the entire run of “The West Wing.”

“Even when I’'m on a lunch break, I pull it
up on my smartphone,” he said.

That’s another key to television’s re-
surgence. Viewers no longer depend on
prime-time schedules set up in Hollywood
boardrooms; they don’t even have to depend
on television. Stokes, Chanoff and Phare all
consider themselves fans of modern-day
TV, and none of them have cable or satellite
subscriptions. “My friends all watch it on
computer,” Chanoff said. She finds a friend
with cable to watch “Parks & Recreation,”
the only show she cares to watch live.

Television continues on firm footing fi-
nancially, despite the rise of digital video
outlets like Netflix and YouTube. The re-
search firm eMarketer Inc. predicted TV
ad spending will hit $78.6 billion in 2018, up
from $66.4 billion last year.

Fears of so-called cord-cutting, in which
people drop their TV subscriptions and rely
on online video services, was “surprisingly
benign” in the second quarter, with just
305,000 households — less than one-tenth
of a percent — quitting pay TV, according
to financial advisory firm
MoffettNathanson LLC.

Music award shows
announce nominees

® The Boxcars, Blue Highway
and The Del McCoury Band are
the leading nominees in the 2014
International Bluegrass Music
Awards. The nominations were
announced Wednesday in Nash-
ville, by the International Blue-
grass Music Association, which
will hold the award show on Oct.
2in Raleigh, N.C. Individually and
as a five-piece group, The Boxcars
received 10 nominations, including
album of the year and two for song
of the year. Members Ron Stew-
art and Adam Steffey also drew
individual nominations for per-
formance and musicianship. Blue
Highway received nine nomina-
tions, including entertainer of the
year and album of the year, as well
as nominations for band members
Tim Stafford and Rob Ickes. The
Del McCoury Band has six nomi-
nations with individual nomina-
tions for members Del McCoury
and Jason Carter.

® Hillsong United, Lecrae,
Mandisa and Matt Maher lead the
45th annual Dove Awards nomi-
nations for artists with five apiece
for gospel and Christian music
excellence. The nominations were
announced Wednesday at Lip-
scomb University in Nashville,
where the award show will be held
Oct. 7. Producer and songwriter
Wayne Haun leads all nominees
with 12 nominations overall. Hill-
song United, Lecrae and Mandisa
are all up for artist of the year
along with NEEDTOBREATHE,
Casting Crowns and Switchfoot.
Maher, Hillsong United and Man-
disa also are nominated for con-
temporary Christian performance
of the year along with for KING &
COUNTRY and Natalie Grant.

Other news

® “Today” host Savannah
Guthrie has a new daughter.
Vale Guthrie Feldman was born
Wednesday morning at a New
York hospital. Husband Mike
Feldman was by Guthrie’s side.

® A judge says Chris Brown
has been doing well and following
his probation rules since his re-
lease from jail in June. The singer
appeared in a Los Angeles court
Wednesday for a progress report.
Judge James Brandlin reduced
Brown’s drug test requirement
from three times to twice a week
and said he’s been in compliance
with his probation officer and co-
operating with his therapist.

m Kings of Leon is putting the
band’s tour plans on ice for the
rest of August to allow drummer
Nathan Followill to recover from
abroken rib.

® Justin Bieber’s guilty plea to
charges of careless driving and re-
sisting arrest puts an end to a legal
saga that began seven months ago
inside a rented Lamborghini at
what police called an illegal drag
race. The judge who accepted
Bieber’s plea Wednesday said it’s
time for the 20-year-old singer to
stop his misbehavior — especially
for his millions of fans.

® David Letterman is a finalist
for this year’s Thurber Prize for
American Humor. Letterman
and illustrator Bruce McCall
have been nominated for the
satirical picture book “This Land
Was Made for You and Me (But
Mostly Me).”

From The Associated Press
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OPINION

Crises won't let ‘Pacific pivot’ take root

By GARY SCHMITT

hat do President Barack

Obama'’s decision to authorize

airstrikes against the Sunni

militants of the Islamic State
and his previous commitment to send
American military advisers and trainers
back into Iraq have to do with his “pivot” to
Asia? Everything and nothing.

Nothing in the sense that the battle in
Iraq has little bearing today on what China
might do in the South China Sea tomor-
row. But everything in the sense that the
underlying assumption that drove Obama
to pivot away from the Middle East toward
Asia—to “rebalance,” as it was later called
— is very much in question.

When the rebalance toward Asia was
officially confirmed as administration
policy in January 2012 by the Pentagon’s
release of a new strategic policy guidance,
the underlying impetus was clear: Defense
resources could no longer support the long-
standing U.S. strategy of maintaining the
capability to fight two major conflicts at
the same time — the “two-war standard.”
With no apparent political prospects for
closing the gap in military resources, the
administration made a strategic decision
to stabilize an increasingly problematic
situation in Asia.

The logic for paying more attention to
Asia was apparent. The region was seen
as a key area of expansion for the Ameri-
can economy. Politically, it was home to
populous liberal democracies, India and
Indonesia; a newly vibrant South Korea;
and long-standing friends and allies such
as Taiwan and Japan.

It was also home, of course, to a rising
China. Initially, the Obama team had hoped
to create a new dynamic with Beijjing. Put-
ting aside tension-inducing concerns such
as China’s human rights record, the plan
was to develop a virtual smorgasbord of
agenda items that would reflect overlap-
ping interests between the two countries.

The administration was doubling down on
a policy of engagement.

As Obama discovered when the Chinese
delegation upended his efforts to salvage
the 2009 Copenhagen climate change sum-
mit, overlapping interests are not the same
thing as having the same priorities. Chi-
na’s leaders were undoubtedly concerned
about the country’s environmental prob-
lems, but their more pressing concern was
making sure that the country continues to
grow economically. More stringent carbon
emission standards were, they believed, at
odds with that more immediate need.

As the Obama team also discovered, its
attempts to engage more deeply with Bei-
jing were complicated by the government’s
reaction. Beijing read these efforts as an
implicit signal that a war-weary and reces-
sion-ridden Washington was scrambling to
make the best of its declining global posi-
tion. Instead of accepting the administra-
tion’s offer of a new “G-2” condominium,
China’s ambitions seemed to grow — not
recede — as it continued a military build-
up and became even more assertive with
neighboring states.

It was principally that deteriorating state
of affairs that the administration rightly
wanted to address with the rebalance.

It also coincided with the administra-
tion’s perspective that continuing to draw
down military forces in Europe was rea-
sonable in the absence of any perceived se-
curity problem facing the continent. It also
squared with the president’s own determi-
nation to end, as much as possible, military
involvement in the Middle East and North
Africa. Two-war capability isn’t needed if
your focus is really on only half the globe.

But that does not take into account a key
strategic reason for maintaining two-war
capability. According to the 1997 Quadren-
nial Defense Review, a four-year military
policy and spending plan, having “a core
capability is central ... to avoiding a situ-
ation in which an aggressor in one region
might be tempted to take advantage when

U.S. forces are heavily engaged else-
where.” This broader military capacity
also allows, the Clinton Pentagon argued,
for “continued engagement in shaping the
international environment to reduce the
chances that such threats will develop in
the first place.” In other words, power does
abhor a vacuum. If the U.S. is not there to
deter, would-be aggressors will probably
take advantage.

Isn’t this the situation the country faces
today? As the administration pivoted away
from Europe and the Middle East, our
adversaries — be they Russia, Iran or
the jihadists — have become emboldened
and more than willing to fill the vacuum
we have left. Ironically, the Obama team
harshly criticized the previous adminis-
tration for foreign policies it viewed as off
target — they accused the Bush adminis-
tration of spending too much time focused
on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and
far too little on American diplomatic, eco-
nomic and security interests in Asia. Yet
today the very hot spots that are consum-
ing the current administration’s attention
and dominating Secretary of State John
Kerry’s travel schedule are precisely those
areas the Obama White House has wanted
to disengage from militarily.

Without question, giving greater atten-
tion to Asia is called for, but if it comes at
the expense of other key parts of the globe,
it probably will be counterproductive. As
the president is discovering, America’s re-
sources and attention will continue to be
drawn back into those areas as the security
situation worsens.

A true rebalancing is neither possible,
given the state of today’s U.S. military, nor
likely to be sustainable if planned defense
cuts are not reversed. The reality is that
the United States cannot rebalance on the
cheap.

Gary Schmitt is director of the Marilyn Ware
Center for Security Studies at the American
Enterprise Institute. This column first appeared in
the Los Angeles Times.

Airstrikes on Islamic State will lose effectiveness

By RoserT H. ScALEsS

nthe winter of 1951, President Dwight

Eisenhower reluctantly allowed the

French army to employ American

napalm against the Viet Minh at the
Battle of Vinh Yen. The effect was electric.
Enemy soldiers were petrified.

“The bomb falls closely behind us, and
I feel its fiery breath,” a Viet Minh offi-
cer recounted in a diary passage quoted
in Bernard Fall’s history “Street Without
Joy.” “The men are now fleeing in all di-
rections. ... I stop at the platoon command-

r ... his eyes were wide with terror. ‘What
is this? The atom bomb?"”

In a short time, however, the psychologi-
cal impact of the pyrotechnics of burning
gel waned. To the Vietnamese, napalm
became just another kind of bomb, deadly
and destructive to be sure, but no more
frightening than any other air-delivered
weapon. The French increased the use
of napalm in subsequent battles, but by
the time the French army surrendered in
1954 at Dien Bien Phu, the Viet Minh had
learned that napalm, like all airstrikes,
could be avoided through concealment,
dispersion and entrenchment.

Right now, the Islamic State is going
through this same evolutionary process
along the western border of Kurdistan.
As one can see from the grainy black-and-
white “gun camera” tapes released by the
Pentagon, the U.S. airstrikes of the past
week have mostly succeeded. Lazy and
overconfident Islamic State forces posi-
tioned their artillery and mortars in the
open. Their convoys were bunched togeth-
er and tended to travel along established

highways, where they could easily be spot-
ted by drones. As planes approached, fight-
ers cowered in fear or ran away.

Expect them to learn quickly from these
mistakes. Many Islamic State commanders
are former Baathist officers who have seen
U.S. firepower in action and understand
how to respond to it. Some are veterans of
almost three years of Syrian bomb strikes
and are comfortable with quickly taking
cover at the first sight of aircraft overhead.
Recent images show they are dispersing
their newly acquired U.S. tanks, Humvees
and artillery. They also are beginning to
hide their command posts in villages and
digging in their small units. Their supplies
are being stuffed into houses, where they
cannot be spotted from the air. It’s an old
tactic that works. Just ask the Israelis.

Recent history suggests there will be
strategic consequences from seeking to
blunt the Islamic State advance through
airpower alone. First, the effectiveness of
pinpoint strikes will diminish quickly; it
generally takes only a few weeks for a dis-
ciplined force to become inured to the psy-
chological effects of such firepower.

Second, as the enemy becomes harder
to kill, a greater investment will be need-
ed to get the same results. Soon “targeted
strikes” by one or two aircraft will become
meaningless, and more bombs will be
needed. This will require a proper cam-
paign, which will increase the density of
aircraft overhead and the risk to pilots. We
saw this happen in the Balkans in 1999.

Third, as targets get harder to locate
from the air, it will become

ward to find and flush Islamic State units
into the open. This task will involve greater
risk not just to Kurdish peshmerga fight-
ers, but also to U.S. Special Forces units
that must accompany them.

Fourth, as we increase our killing power
and the Islamic State retreats into towns
and cities, images of dead children — and
questions of moral proportionality — will
emerge in the global media. Eventually,
terrible as it is, the Islamic State narra-
tive will begin to trump the U.S. narrative.
‘When that moment arrives, we will have
no other option but to turn the aircraft car-
riers around and go home.

Fifth, and most frightening, would be
the terrible consequences of the Islamic
State’s managing to shoot down a piloted
U.S. aircraft. Remember, these are clev-
er and well-equipped soldiers who have
downed many Syrian fighter jets over the
past three years. Terrible images of a cap-
tured U.S. flier on an Islamic State website
would inflame the conflict.

The bottom line is simple. In a firepower
approach to war, escalation and mission
creep are both inevitable and necessary.
As the enemy grows more skilled, we will
be left with two unattractive alternatives:
escalate until tragedy occurs or accept
battlefield stasis until the American people
tire of these “targeted strikes.” And when
we fly away with the Islamic State still
dominant on the battlefield, the terrorists
will proclaim that the U.S. is a cowardly
country that has been beaten again.

Robert H. Scales, a retired Army major general, is a

push ground reconnaissance units far—

former of the U.S. Army War College.
This column first appeared in The Washington Post.



Friday, August 15, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRRER RN Pace 45

OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

lllegal crossing not only crime
The (Bowling Green, Ky.)
Daily News

It’s no secret our southern border is in
chaos with all of the illegal immigrants
coming into this country and not nearly
enough is being done about it.

President Barack Obama has done
nothing but turn a blind eye to the situa-
tion. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid,
D-Nev., said with a straight face that our
southern border is secure. The only person
who has shown any type of leadership on
the issue is Texas Gov. Rick Perry, who
has sent 1,000 National Guard troops to
the border.

Individuals are subject to arrest, pros-
ecution and jail time when they commit
crimes while being in our country illegally.
Some serve their time before they’re de-
ported and pay a minimal fine. Others just
vanish into the population only to defy our
laws once again.

Once these lawbreakers serve time, they
cause a major problem by coming back
— illegally — again. Some commit violent
crimes when they return.

The latest such example involves the
murder of a U.S. border agent in Texas.
Two illegal immigrants, Gustavo Tijerina,
30, and Ismael Hernandez, 40, are charged
with the first-degree murder of border pa-
trol agent Javier Vega Jr.

They have confessed to killing Vega,
who was off-duty when he was murdered
by these two thugs. ... They wouldn’t have
been here to kill Vega if this country had
secure borders as Reid attests.

What is so outrageous about this case,
besides the murder of a U.S. citizen, is the
fact that the men have extensive records of
being deported and again illegally enter-
ing our country. ...

It is quite clear these two men have no
respect for our laws or human life. Those
‘who respect our laws and want to come to
this country to reside ... go through the
proper legal channels to enter our country.

The U.S. public still hasn’t received ad-
equate answers on that tragedy from U.S.
Attorney General Eric Holder. Obama,
Holder and Reid obviously don’t care what
is occurring on our southern border. Their
inaction is proof of that.

US backing a butcher in Egypt
The Washington Post

President Barack Obama insists that it is
in the U.S. interest to maintain a strategic
partnership with Egypt’s new authoritar-
ian government, while Secretary of State
John Kerry keeps claiming that strongman
Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi actually heads a
democracy. So the reality check provided
by Human Rights Watch this week is par-
ticularly worthy of attention. According to
a meticulous, yearlong investigation car-
ried out by the group, the administration’s
ally in Cairo is guilty of the “world’s largest
killings of demonstrators in a single day in
recent history” and deserves prosecution
for crimes against humanity.

Don’t expect the UN. Human Rights
Council or the Europeans marching against
Israel to notice, but the massacre staged by
Egyptian security forces on Aug. 14, 2013,
in Cairo’s Rabaa Square far exceeds, in its
wanton use of force and calculated slaugh-
ter of women and children, any action by
Israel during the recent fighting in Gaza.
According to the Human Rights Watch in-
vestigation, at least 817 people, and prob-
ably more than 1,000, were killed when
police and army troops advanced into the

square from each of its five main entranc-
es, backed by armored personnel carriers,
bulldozers and snipers on rooftops.

Tens of thousands of people, including
many women and children, were camped
in the square in protest of the military’s
July 3 coup against the elected govern-
ment of Mohammed Morsi. Twelve hours
later the area was littered with bodies and
its mosque and hospital were on fire. In
addition, security forces detained more
than 800 people, whom they beat, tortured
and in some cases summarily executed,
according to witnesses interviewed by
Human Rights Watch.

Perhaps the most shocking finding of
the report is that senior Egyptian lead-
ers anticipated and planned on the mass
casualties. Interior Ministry officials told
human rights workers nine days before the
operation that they expected up to 3,500
deaths. A year later, authorities deny any
wrongdoing and have not charged a single
officer in connection with the killings. On
the contrary, a monument celebrating the
security forces has been erected in Rabaa
Square. Human Rights Watch’s lawyers
believe that more than a dozen senior offi-
cials who ordered or oversaw the operation
should be investigated for crimes against
humanity, including el-Sissi.

More people died on Aug. 14 in Rabaa
Square than in Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square in 1989 or in any mass killing of
protesters since then, the human rights
group reckons. In the last 12 months the
most repressive regime seen in Egypt in
decades has taken hold. ...

The White House seems to believe that
its unprincipled embrace of the regime
and cynical promotion of the falsehood
that it is “restoring democracy” will ad-
vance broader U.S. interests in the Middle
East. It’s a bad bet.

From pain can come progress
The Kansas City (Mo.) Star

The scenes and reports coming out of
Ferguson, Mo., and some of the other hard-
scrabble parts of north St. Louis County
are ugly and surreal, like something hap-
pening in another time or a different part
of the world.

This urban swath of Missouri has sud-
denly come to resemble a military zone, as
heavily armed riot police face off against
civilians, many of whom stand their
ground with hands in the air and rage on
their faces.

The fury that began on Saturday when
a Ferguson police officer shot an unarmed
teenager, 18-year-old Michael Brown, has
manifested itself in demonstrations in the
days since.

Some looting and vandalism have oc-
curred, which serve only to detract fromthe
urgent need to find out what happened.

But police must not make a bad situation
worse. Reports of officers using tear gas
and rubber bullets on citizens who were
doing nothing more than trying to make

their way home are extremely concern-
ing. Police in Ferguson and north St. Louis
County ... need to keep the peace and pro-
tect people’s property but with the least
show of force required.

Also very worrisome are continued de-
mands to name the police officer who shot
Brown. An Internet vigilante group on
Tuesday threatened to release information
about the whereabouts of family members
of the Ferguson police chief if the name of
the officer continued to be withheld.

It is true that Michael Brown had no
choice but to be named as the latest un-
armed young black man to be killed by a
law enforcement officer. But the quest for
justice in his name will not be served by
further violence. The identity of the police
officer will come out in due course; right
now the volatility of the situation justifies
the decision to withhold it. ...

Based on reflections by people who knew
him, there is little in Brown’s background
to square with the accusation offered by
Ferguson police that he reached into a po-
lice cruiser and struggled for the officer’s
gun. Brown’s companion has offered a
disturbing version of events that portrays
the officer as the aggressor. Whatever the
truth, it is safe to say that Brown should not
have died on Saturday. ...

Attorneys with the civil rights division of
the U.S. Justice Department are working
with the FBI on an investigation separate
from a probe underway by the St. Louis
County police. If Brown’s death was as un-
provoked as his companion’s account sug-
gests, the officer must be brought to trial.

Meanwhile, we must listen to the people
who have raised their hands in solidarity
with Michael Brown. He is not an isolated
incident but yet another symbol of the in-
dignities and dangers that black people
continue to face in America. The nation
ignores those voices at its peril.

More jobs, but they pay less

Orange County (Calif.) Register

Two new reports are out this week that,
taken together, provide a pretty good pic-
ture of how the U.S. labor force has fared
since the economic recovery began in June
2009.

On Monday, the U.S. Conference of May-
ors released a report, prepared by IHS
Global Insight, noting that U.S. payroll
employment reached an all-time high this
past spring, finally surpassing the prere-
cession peak of 138.4 million jobs, reached
in the first quarter of 2008. Then the Labor
Department reported Tuesday that there
were 4.7 million job openings on the last
business day in June, not only a slight up-
tick from May, but also the highest number
of openings in 13 years.

If the reports stopped there, it would be
cause for celebration, from Orange County,
Calif., to Orange County, Fla. But, as a wise
man famously advised, all that glitters is
not gold. Indeed, the Conference of Mayors
report laments that jobs gained during the

economic recovery pay an average 23 per-
cent less than jobs lost during the so-called
Great Recession.

The annual wage was $61,637 in sec-
tors where jobs were lost in the economic
downturn, which began in December 2007,
while the average wage of new jobs gained
through the second quarter of this year
was only $47,171. ...

As to the Labor Department’s monthly
report on Job Openings and Labor Turn-
over — known as JOLTS — it has been held
out by Federal Reserve chief Janet Yellen
as an important barometer of the state of
the nation’s job market.

Continued strength in the next several
JOLTS reports could portend a move by the
Fed to ratchet up short-term interest rates.
... But Yellen and the Fed’s board of gov-
ernors are not strictly looking at job open-
ings. They also are looking at the number
of workers who voluntarily quit jobs and
the number of workers hired.

Indeed, when workers voluntarily leave
their employers, it usually means they
have found better — usually higher-paying
— jobs. That’s a sign of a dynamic labor
market. Similarly, when that nation’s em-
ployers are competing with each other to
hire workers to fill job openings, it’s a sign
of robust economic growth.

In June, some 2.53 million workers quit a
job, the most since June 2008. Meanwhile,
some 4.8 million Americans were hired in
June.

Regrettably, that quit rate was a mere 1.8
percent in June, which is trending some-
what upward, but remains at a historically
low level. ...

So, American workers are to be forgiven
if they are not especially bullish about the
nation’s labor market. After five years of
putative economic recovery, they almost
certainly expected more.

CIA lawlessness long allowed

The (Newark, N.J.) Star-Ledger

The forthcoming release of the Senate
committee report on the CIA’s pointless
use of torture will likely accomplish two
things: It will illuminate how the agency is
even more lawless than its reputation, and
it will put its beleaguered director in the
cross hairs of reformers.

‘And what happens after the nation gasps
and turns to Jimmy Kimmel?

John Brennan, who has served the last
three presidents, apologized last week for
five CIA employees hacking the computers
of Senate staffers investigating the agency
— after he had denied the charge for six
months. Yet even if that skullduggery was
done with the CIA director’s approval, it
should be noted that such deceit isn’t as se-
rious as the torture of detainees and years
of lying about it, but it would be a mild sur-
prise if Congress focuses on the felony.

Indeed, the hacking matter is something
the Justice Department must explore. But
the larger issue is whether an oversight
authority will allow a deranged bloc of
the intelligence community — all 17 agen-
cies, but especially the CIA — to carry on
with the same impunity it enjoyed when it
treated humans with the regard normally
reserved for lab rats.

President Barack Obama, who banned
torture on his second day in office, says he
understood why it happened in the after-
math of 9/11. But that validates torture as
amoral contingency, and misses the point:
The practice went on throughout the Bush
years, with no consequences for those
responsible.

Will there even be an outcry when the
6,300-page report reveals how CIA brutal-
ity yielded nothing? ...

The Church Committee probe into CIA
activity had it right in 1975: “Intelligence
agencies have undermined the consti-
tutional rights of citizens,” it concluded,
“primarily because checks and balances
designed by the framers of the Constitu-
tion to assure accountability have not been
applied.” Four decades later, we're still
waiting.
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DEPRESSED ME THAT I SET MYSELI
ON FIRE AND HAD TO ROLL
ARQUND ON THE FLOOR TO PUT
MYSELF OUT.

REALLY?

S

50 | CAN'T COME TO THE PHONE
RIGHT NOW, BECAUSE I'M BUSY

BUNDLING ALL MY CASH TO QEA/F

BUY TO YOU INSTEAD OF U6ING IT

-

D
CHILD, PAY
MY RENT

wp
Keep MY

SOOI, COM/NONEEQUTR.

WL K@ EARTALINE NE T

PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE AND
'L GET BACK TO YOU WHEN I'M
DONE MAKING MONEY APPEAR
OUT OF THIN AIR.
/7

THS ONe

HERe - Musmw GuLe.

THE'( OUGHTA BE CAUED.
AT BEACH LUNATICS

FRANK'S PIVORCE PARTY
HAS REALLY GOT ME
THINKING, PEARL.

MAYBE WE PON'T
HAVE TO GET MARRIEV

T PISAGREE!

MARRIAGE WiLL
ENSURE THAT WE'RE
BOTH COMMITTEV:

TO STAYING
TOGETHER?

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

42
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54
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ACROSS DOWN 23 Upper limb
1 Serengeti equine 1 Author — Neale 24 Bonfire residue
6 On — of (for) Hurston 25 Zodiac cat
12 Allergy cause 2 Carolina college 26 Pacified
13 Tax cheat 3 Intense media 28 Happening at
14 Beethoven campaign intervals
piece 4 Fun and games 30 Raw rock
15 “Shoo!” 5 William Hopper 31 Stick with a kick
16 Desire ‘and Philip Mar- 33 X rating?
17 Singer Campbell owe, e.g. 34 Aries
19 Spacecraft 6 Actress Neuwirth 39 Guys
compartment ; 8::;:!%6& 41 Taste
20 Ni 9 Pet shelter deal 42 Japanese soup
22 Body art, 10 Fallon's 43 Writer Bagnold
for short predecessor 45 Egg container
24 — carte 11 Pebbles’ dad 47 Orange coat
27 Seductress 12 Churchgoer's place 48 Midmonth date
29 Laugh-a-minute 18 Winding street in 49 Londoner's letter
sor? . San Francisco 51 "— got it!”
32 SNOenllngamond 21 Leading lady? 53 401(k) alternative
35 Crosby's pal Answer to Previous Puzzle
36 Mystery writer
Paretsky
37 Profit
38 Conclusion
40 Array at the eye
doctor's
42 — culpa
44 Loosen
46 N. Mex. neighbor
50 Out of the storm
52 Split
54 Strains
55 De-creased?

Least normal
Casino supply

8-16 CRYPTOQUIP

MX XURG VMZVBSPB, GWNB

NMSUW NBY MZB GXMYKRYF

MZWPYK XUB FZRAA PGRYF
EZWEMYB AMYFPMEB.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT COULD YOU
CALL THE PERIOD RIGHT BEFORE SOMEBODY
SOWS SOME PLANTS? THE PRE-SEEDING DAY.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals T
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Report: Retail sales stagnant in July

By ReBEcca RoBBINS
The Washington Post

The stars were supposed to be
aligning for the retail industry.
With more Americans working
and a key measure of consumer
confidence at its highest level in
nearly seven years, many econo-
mists predicted that retail sales
would rise modestly for the sixth
straight month.

But on Wednesday, the Com-
merce Department reported that

retail sales stayed flat in July, a
sobering reminder that stagnant
wage growth is keeping consum-
ers cautious.

Growth of retail and food
services sales saw virtually no
change in July compared with
June, and showed just 0.1 per-
cent growth excluding automo-
biles and gas. The July figures
marked the retail industry’s
worst performance since bad
weather kept shoppers home in
January.

“It’s a bit of a head-scratcher,
given all the positive news we’ve
been seeing on the labor front,”
Ken Perkins, president of Retail
Metrics, said of the unexpectedly
low July sales figures.

July’s numbers were pulled
down in part by weak department
store sales, which fell 0.7 percent.
That performance was highlight-
ed by retail giant Macy’s, which
posted weak second quarter fi-
nancial results on Wednesday.
Macy’s saw its sales for the quar-

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
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Germany
Changeinprice  -LOcents  -L7cents
Netherlands 54788
Change in price -5.4cents
UK. $3.957
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ter rise by 3.3 percent year over
year, falling short of analysts’
predictions.

The news was so di

Military rates
Euro costs (Aug. 15)

Sauth Kordan won (Aug 5)

ommercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar).
British pound ..
Canada (Dollar)
China (Yuan:
Denmark (Krone)..

ing that Macy’s downgraded its
same-store sales outlook for the
year to 1.5 to 2 percent, down
from its previous forecast of 2.5
to 3 percent growth.

Same-store sales, which do not
include stores opened or closed in
the past 12 months, are consid-
ered a key measure of a retailer’s
health.

Aug. 13,2014

Dow Jones +91.26
industrials 16,651.80

Nasdaq +44.87
composite 4,434.13

Standard & +12.97
Poor’s 500 1.946.72

Russell +8.75
2000 1,141.78

Egypt (Pound)

Switzerland (Franc).
Thailand (Baht;
Turkey (New Lira
(Military exchange
available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro
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your heart is home..

IIMEII.;W HONORYOUR

HERO iﬁ"&?ﬁ%&‘%‘é%ﬁ‘{h‘i“

» | OF THE YEAR

- Aqny;\mm?
» * =

25,000

ViSitimilitaryhero.com for details.

Visit militaryhero.com between August 4 and September 5, and vote
for your favorite hero at www. facebook.com/AAFES.BX.PX.
Dickies American Hero of the Year receives *25,000.

Plus the 4 finalists receive *1,000 each.

D

EXCHANGE
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SERVICE DIRECTORY:

The Daily Guide to Navngatmg the European Business Market

Attorneys 178

VEHICLE
SHIPPING SERVICES

« International Shipping

US & German Attorneys
US & German Divorces « Employment.
Wills and Probate - Support Issues.

Personal Injury « Tax |I \
»

 Customs clearance

= Import & Export = All Risk Marine Insurance
= Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) = Auto Insurance (Germany only)
= Door to door pick-up/delivery service 1
For Further Information Please Contact
GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM .
EUROPE'S PREMIER Phone: +49-6134-2592730 +44-117 9381919 +1-972-602-1670
Toll-free:  0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 0800-7839351 (UK only) +1-800-264-8167 (US only)
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM E-Mail: o oy p . & infoatgalus
WEB: logistics.de hipuk.co.uk tgal.
co[]‘/’elr‘};sy‘efr‘s‘ !‘l‘e’f’ein':i.:gin For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations
servi
Dental 902 _ | Dental 902 _ | Financial Services 904
Heilbronner Strasse 150,
70191 Stuttgart, Germany N
Phone in Germany: 0711 490 04320 Ame rl ca n er 90% Non Xtraction LOANS up to $1 0,000

www.militarylawfirm.eu

, " Dental Care
Law Offices JOSMK. Kelso || ¢.vices offered:

U.S. Attorney at Law Family Dentistry

Certified Orthodontics
Crowns and Veneers

For Active Duty U.S. Military

Call Toll Free

nal Injury and Implant Surgery
ms, International Germany: 0800 YES-LOAN
Contracts and Immigration Law Zoom Teeth Whitening .
< Wisdom Teeth Surgery ~ Italy/Belgium: 00800 YES-LOANS
R« am ain Nitrous Oxide -— Stateside: +1.931.802.6522

Tel: (06108) 797579 * Fax: (06108) 799622

www.yesomni.com

5 5 Saturday & Evening Appointment
Joseph-kelso@t-online.de || .., oy amercan "‘\\ AmmnM;\S;mmn o Convenient Payment Plans
 cocarions or

No Referral Necessary
Wiesbaden Dental Care

06119 887 2650

Bahnstrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden
Wiesbadendental.com
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, N Orthodon

Military ltems 720

Evening & Weekends
TriCare Provider

”e

“We love to say yes'

Ramstein Dental Care Dr. Michael Dillon, DDS, MS (Orthod)
06371 406230 Univ of Maryland, Former USAF © Omni Financial - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Allloans subject to 3
Post Strasse 1, 66877 Ramstein All Treatment Fees in US §

Ramsteindental.com

06371-918911 | rorwwrrm =

www.dillonortho.com

M T SUTPPING, AN

Orthodontic
Care

/ Lillon

0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447)
info@worldwide-ship.de
www.worldwide-ship.de

You'll get one — just by reading
Stars and Stripes military

news coverage. Off Duty?

In print o Online at stripes.com o Amuse Yourselfy
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad -

No one covers the bases

b d Concerts, events, TV, 3 i -
the way we do. movies, music, video gamcs, B Pl
celebrity antics.. Interglobal Shipping GmbH

Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada

. . Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings
AND Get entertained with... Contact your Pro's at the Docks todayl!
. infoainterglobalshipping.de,
e . wwwinterglobalshipping.de

However you read us, wherever you need us. STARSE’WSTR'PES

{TeI: (0421) 3405650 Fax: (0421, 34076565}
Taitireg 00000053
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FREE AD Guidelines:

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

« Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information.
No websites will be accepted in Free ads,

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

- - =

STARSU#STRIPES.

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast

CLASSIFIED

PACIFIC

When you see this ﬁ

camera icon go to stripes.com
to view the uploaded photo.

C | aSS Ifl ed SEU Ro P E For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

i 140

i 140

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfill the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
between

BMW
& MINI
parts

* We ship 1o APDs
via LS. mail

« FREE catalog
n' BAVARIAN
Buto!

www.BavAute.com

sellers and buyers of
merchandise advertised in

Autos for Sale

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale

- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142
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o “bower Lodks. Hodl Targa.
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the newspaper or on the - Germany 142
web site.
Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles
Agteorfn 'aor:’ Sale 14 | FreoEurope-vide daivery
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Patriot Miitary
BIW, 530xi, 2008 $17,500
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us on Live Chat 24171 -
US Specifications

www.patriot-autos.net
We are Patriots!
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Person to Person 800

Stars and Stripes reserves
the right to reject any free
advertisement request.
The use of full names is not
permitted. You must be 18
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HAVE YOU TRIED

THAT CRAZY WRAP THING?

Tightens, tones, and Firms n as

litle as 45 minutes.

Reduces the

appearance of celluite. Gives

you

fast & Lasting results from a

Botanically based formuia. Buy

online
hnp

/cmponenumaps myitwork

We ship APO
Distributors wanted

Announcements 040

He dossn't want the
same PX/BX shirt as

Autos for Sale
- Korea
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Hyundai, Sonata _$2900.00
2003 Hyundal Senata for Sale
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Teplaced - In.greal. condiion
Serat Mieage 131,706 KM (or
82000 Mies), & spéed manual
Call  010-3333-9366  of
Sotisky Ggmarcom

Visit Stripes.com
for detai

010-9924-8332

STARS AND STRIPES

Relocation GUIDE

Click today...cash today™

www.militaryloans.com

We've been making
loans of up to
$10,000 to Active
Duty Military for
over 63 years.

“We love to say yes” ®

- Korea 168

- Korea 168

- Korea 168

511

Harley-Davidson,
R 8 a2t Tl
Tidage, a5t Sporisier- Mods
e highwaylengine prmec
B e
& o Sy Walaty
Out of production, super
ding. bike, adjustable “suspen-

oo Syneic - Snaine. and
e Jow. 1 have

wi
{3072175271 witn USA

Hum:
ﬁnreys 1207217571 fanceduo
\esneau @gmail.com

Davidsen, Uitra Classic

Harle
EU, 200 3100

(FLHTCU,
ale: ' Amost
160 ana 3557 "o Tated
Wi ham oy 85 Uien Asking
$300 for the set. Rear ‘floating

Visit Stripes.com
for deails.

Harloy Dayidson,  XR120
R a0 5 ey
nawuson XR1200X “for _sal
ved fo Japan, woud profer i
" cost of
St comabn o Tta
Bkt sl nKorea. | REALLY
ke this bik he conversion
(0 Japanese anc
15 capancse compiance i e
lon,"engine protecter] hghuiay
bars, lugga VERY loud
nf lers. Conver-

ducaati@gmail.com

WMayta

gas dyer $100.00

Almost new Maytag gas dryer,
n OsxceHsm conition” for shle

010-
ahoo.

Jobs Offered

0-244 ]
24451 0515 ' Seott 161650y

630

Help Wanted American Greet-

an.

toves @amgreetings.com

Moving? Find Your Home Online!

A L
T militarybyowner.com
IR ) ®

Succeed with Your Military Network

Advertising Homes For Sale or Rent
Near US Military Installations

House Furnished 876

3 Bdrm Temporary Fumished
g

Visit Stripes.com
for details.

STARS AND STRIPES

Visit Stripes.com
for details.

STARS AND STRIPES
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INDEPENDENT NEW'S ronthe
U.S. MILITARY COMMUNITY

Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live

The first Stars and Stripes was
printed during the Civil War, when
a band of Union soldiers published
a handful of editions.

During World War |, Stars and
Stripes reappeared in Paris on
February 8, 1918, to serve the
doughboys of the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF), by order
of General of the Armies John J.
Pershing. An all-military staff
produced it weekly until the

war's end.

A second renaissance began on
April 18, 1942, when a small
group of servicemen began
publishing a four-page weekly
Stars and Stripes in London. They
sold each copy for “tuppence”
(about 5 cents) and in no time
doubled their page count to eight
pages, printing daily instead

of weekly.

The first World War Il edition of
Stars and Stripes featured an
interview with Gen. George C.
Marshall, Army Chief of Staff.
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing,
World War | Commander of the
AEF, who described Stripes as a
major factor in sustaining morale.
Stars and Stripes later found a
champion and protector in Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme
Allied Commander and later
president of the United States.

Eisenhower enforced a hands-off
policy in regard to Stars and
Stripes that continues to the
present day.

Operations expanded, following
Gls to the battlefront to bring them
the news. During the war, Stars
and Stripes published over 30

IiEl.(ll:MZEll FOR EXCELLENCE

2014 VFW News Media Award —
For outstanding contribution to a
better understanding of our
American way of life and its
institutions and interests by
honest and forthright reporting.

013 Best American Newspaper
Narrative Writing Contest ~
Notable Narrative Winner
Recipient: Martin Kuz:

“Soldiers Recount Attack”

separate editions, running
up to 24 pages per issue.

At one time, Stars and
Stripes had some 25
printing locations in Europe,
North Africa, the Middle East
and the Pacific. The Pacific
edition was launched a week
after VE day (Victory in
Europe, May 8, 1945).

The war ended—but Stars
and Stripes kept going. Its
reporters and photographers
continued to join American
troops in the field, through-
out the Korean and Vietnam
conflicts, during the 1990s
Operations Desert Shield
and Desert Storm, and in
Bosnia and Kosovo.

From the 2003 outset of
Operation Enduring Freedom,
Stars and Stripes was there
to report first-hand. The war
in Afghanistan continues to
receive steady coverage.
And during Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Stripes reporters
embedded with military
units in Kuwait and Iraq,

as well as on Navy ships in
the region.

Stars and Stripes today is a
multimedia news organization. The
majority of Stars and Stripes
unique reporting efforts is read
now in digital form, either online at
stripes.com or via mobile offerings
for iPhone, Android and iPad, in
over 200 countries around

the world.

The print newspaper is still avail-
able for servicemembers, govern-
ment civilians and their families in

(®) 2011 Military Photographer of the Year -
5 Honorable Mention
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts
(%) 2011 Sigma Delta Chi Award -
Breaking News Photography
(Newspaper Circulation 100,001+
or Affiliated Website/National
Magatzine) Recipient: Laura Rauch:
“For those I love | will sacrifice’

(%) 2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary
Award for Excellence in Journalism —
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation

013 National Headline Awards —

econd Place: News Series
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded;
A Family Challenged)

(%)2013 Military Reporters

~ and Editors Awards -
Notable Narrative Winner
Recipient: Laura Rauch

013 min Best of Web: Redesign -

(%) 2010 Military Reporters
and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage

< 100,000 circulation)
: Jon Rabiroff

&
Reci

Honorable Mention
Stripes UK website

Europe, the Middle East and the

are transmitted to printers in
Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain,
Kuwait, and Djibouti, as well as in
Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, and
South Korea. Stars and Stripes
also publishes several weeklies
(Stripes Guam, Japan, Korea and
Okinawa), designed to serve the

f

(® 2010
® First Pl
Third Place: News Series
(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce)

ional Headliner Awards —

(®)2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism ~
George Polk Award for Military Reporting.
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane Il
and Kevin Baron

(®)2009 min Editorial & Design Awards -
Editorial Print /
Special Supplement: HEROES 2009;
Custom Publication Design: Stripes GAMER

02007 Military Reporters
and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Monte Morin

Public Service (Forcing Change) ~

needs of their respective

Pacific—and in contingency areas. military communities. .
Washington, D.C., hosts the
Central office, where daily editions A U.S. edition comprised exclu- "

sively of Stars and Stripes reports
from around the world now serves
stateside forces and veterans.
The U.S. edition is published in
partnership with commercial
newspaper publishers who

serve communities with large
military populations.

%)2006 Military Reporters

= and Editors Awards —
Overseas coverage
(< 100,000 circulation)
Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono;
Honorable mention: Nancy Montgomery
Photography: Fred Zimmerman

(%)2005 Military Reporters
= and Editors Awards ~
Overseas coverage
(< 100,000 circulation)
Recipient: Steve Liewer
Photography: Terry Boyd

(#)2004 American Legion Excellence in
= Journalism Award —
Ground Truth Series

(#)2003 Scripps Howard Foundati
= National Journalism Award —
First Amendment, Finalist
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net

Wednesday’s transactions

MLB — Sus nded New York Mets rréu2

o etabo e Nandrolone, aperfor-
mance-enhancing substance in violation
of the Minor League Drug Prevention and
Treatment program.
erican League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES = Placed INF
Manny Macahado on the 15-day DL, ret-
roactive to Tuesday. Transferred C Matt
Wieters to the 60-day DL. Selected the
Contract of INE Cord Phetbs From Norfolk

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned OF Do-
mingo Santana to Oklahoma City (PCL).
Remstated OF Dexter Fowler from the

jay DL.
'KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Placed LHP
geott Downs on the 15-day DL, retroac-

ive to Aug.
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Optioned RHP
Caleb Clay to Salt Lake (PCL) Recal\ed
OF Brennan Bozsc h from
NEW YORK YAl - Deslgnated
RHP Chrio Lot Tor assignment. Rein-
Stated RHP Michael Pineda from the 60-

ay

TEXAS RANGERS — Placed RHP Yu Dar-
vish on the 15-day DL, retroactive to Aug.
10. Purchased the contract ST LHP Alex

C\aud\ofrnm Round Rock (P
NP0 BLUE JAVS - Blsignated
LHp Braa Wiie for assignment. Claimed
LHP Colt Hynes off waivers from the L.A.
?o;‘lgers ahd assigned him 1o Buffalo

onal League
CHICAGO cuas — Sent LHP Felix Dou-
bront to lowa (PCL) for a rehab assign-

ment.
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Released

38 chone Figgins

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Claimed C
Ramon Cabrera off waivers from Detroit.
Designated RHP Wirfin Obispo for as-
signment.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Extended
thelr player development contract with
State College (NYP) through the 2016
season.

0 PADRES — Agreed to terms
with INE Kikg GAREG0 o & mimor 1eague
contract.

National Football League

DALLAS COWBOYS — Released OL An-

dre Cureton Signed OL Stephen Goodin
P Tom Hornse

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Named E.J.
Henderson youth football manager.
TENNESSEE TITANS — Released TE Do-
rin Dickerson.
MIAMI DOLPHINS — Released WR Ray-
mond Webber.
PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Placed P
Adam Pod\esh on the reserve/did not
report list

Nallonal Hockey ’?
DALLAS STARS — Renewed their affili-
ation with 1340 (ECHL) for the 2014-15

MOTORSPOR'
NASCAR — Fined Kevin Harvick's crew
chief Rodney Childers $25,000 for unap-

Droved weight in his car during Sunday’s

Major Lengae Soc

MLS — Suspended D.C. u \ted F Eddie
Johnson two games and fined him an
UnaTSCIBsd AMOUNE for violent conduCt
duging Saturdayes game.

SEA' eed to
trancior B beAnare vodlin to Totenanm
(English Premier League) at the conclu-
sion of the current MLS season.

Pro basketball

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
xAtlanta 18 14 563 -
Chicago 1517 48 3
Washington 1 17 .46 3
Indiana 117 452
B

Connecticut 20 375

WESTERN consl'nsncz
X Pct GB
x-Phoenix horia e
x-Minnesota .75 3
Los Angeles 1517 469 12
an Antonio 1 18 438 13
Seattle 12020 375 15
20 375 15

uls 12
X cnncheddplayoff spot
day's games
Chicago 72, Washington 69
Atlanta 96, Ph oenix 82
rsday’s games.
New York at Indiana
iday’s games
Washington at Connecticut
Tulsa at Atlan
Vinnosots 2t San Antonio
Seattle at Los Angeles

Pro football

NFL preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

W LT Pct PFPA
N.Y. Jets 100 1000 13 10
Buffalo 110 3 35
010 0 16
Newtngiana 6_1 8 23
South
Jacksonville 170 0 16 10
Tennessee 1 0 0 20 16
ouston 0 10 0 32
indianapolis 0 1 0 10 13
North
Baltimore 100 2 3
Cleveland 010 2B
Pittsburgh 0 1 0 16 20
Cincinnati 0.1 0 39 41
West
100 2
KansasCity 1 0 0 39
San Diego 100 z 7
Oaklan 010 10
NATIONAL CONFERENCE °
East
W LT Pct PFPA
N.Y.Giants 2 0 0 1.000 37 29
Washington 1 0 0 1000 23 6
alla: 010 .000 27
Philageionia 6 1 0 808 25 3
South
Atlanta 100 16 10
NewOrleans 1 0 0 2 24
Carolina 010 8 20
TampaBay 0 1 0 10 16
) North
Chicago 100 34 28
Minnesota 1 0 0 6
Detroit 100 131
Green Bay 0.1 0 6 20
West
rizona 1700 2 0
San Francisco 0 1 0 3 23
Seattle 010 16 21
St. Louis 010 24 26
ursday’s game

Jacksonv\lle Ellit Chlcago

i ug.
Phlladethla at New England
ssee at New
an |ego at seattle
Detroit at oak\and
turday, Aug. 16

Green Bay at St. Lou

Baltimore at Dal

Biiaro at Pittsburgh,
Miami at Tampa
‘Atfanta at Houston,
Arizona at Minnescta

, Aug. 17
Denver at San Francisto
Kansas City at Carolina

Pro soccer

MLS

EASTERN

Sporting kC 1.
Toronto FC

ew Yorl
Philadelphia
Columbus

z
o
=
m
@
°3T!
o
3
a
ERORGENREENE

Montreal
wi

ESTERN

T
a2
BREBEREBEFIENRRNIBRUER
s

Seattle 1
Real Salt Lake 1
FC Dallas 1
Los Angeles
Vancouver
Colorado
Port\ana
n Jo: ose

Chlvas

Note: Three pomts for v
point for tie.

EovorsvsorziNoNon~~or

mryv on

3

iday’s game

Phlladelphla at Houston
rday’s games

Seattle FC at Real Sart Lake

d
Toronto FC at Sporting Kansas City
Vancouver at Chivas USA

FC Dallas at san Jose

lay’s game
Colorado atbc United
NWSL
W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 16 1 6 54 50 19
FCKansasCity 12 7 5 41 39 32
Washington 10 8 5 35 36 42
Chicago 9 7 7 3429 23
Port\and 8 6 33 38 35
Sky Blug 8 7 28 28 37
Western Newvork 515 3 37 39 35
Housto 5 14 3 18 23 2
Bostos 5 2 36 53

Note: Three pomts for wcmry, one
point for tie.
ednesday’s games
Sky Blue FC 3, Western New York 2
Chicago 2, Boston
ay's games
Sky Blue FC at Washington
Western New vork at Chicago
inday’s games
Seattle FC at Portiand
Houston at Boston

LPGA Tour statistics
Through Aug. 10

2, M\chelle Wie,

1, Stascy ewis, 69.271

69.707. 3, Inbee Park, 69. uzann
Pettersen, 70.019. 5, Crlstle Kerr. 70.123.
6, Lydia Ko, 70.182. 7, So n Ryu, 70.228.

8 Clseia Chol 70444 9, Shanshain Fanc,
70.460. 10, Lexi Thompson, 70.542.
Driving Distance

Thompson, 271.2. 2, Gerina

"6, Carlota Clganda, 365 0. 7, Paula
Reto, 2643, 8, Mirim Lee: frot
Alvarez, 262. ey beaia 3612
reens in Regulation Pct.
L suzann pettersen .75, 2 Michelle
773. 3, S 771, 4, Anna
Nordquist, -759. 5. Shanshan Feng, -750.
6,50 Yeon Ryu, .750. 7, Gerina Piller, .741.
8, Chella Choi, .741. 9, Mirim Lee, .740. 10,
Cristie Kerr, .

utting A e
1, Stacy Lewis, 176.2, In ee Park, 176

1.78.7, Karine Icher, 1.78.8, Lydia Ko, 1.78.
9, Sandra Gal, 1.79. 10, Julieta Granada,
9.

9
Suzann_pet-
tersen 52! 3 Shanahan Feng, 3.90.
Michelle Wie, 3.88. 5, So Yeon Ryu, 3.9, 6,
Mirim Lee, 3.74. 7, Anna Nordqvi
8, Haru Nomura, 3.70. 9, Cristie Kerr, 3.67.
10, Lexi Thompson, 3.64.

agle Average
1, Austin Ernst, .167. 2, Suzann Petters-
en, 154, 3 (tie), Catriona Matthew and
aula Creamer,
wai , Cristie
123.5, Karine Icher, (21 9, Michelle
Wie, 121, 10, Chella Choi, .11
and Save Percent
1, Cristie Kerr, 571 3, Kaftie Webb,
559. 3, Yani Tseng, .554. 4, Lexi Thomp:
Son. 3478 (tie), Lee- Anne Pace and Line
Vedel, .545. 7, Katheri .544.°8, Li-
Yette salas, 543 2 Mina Harigae, -537.
10, Tiffany Joh,
ds Under

1, Stacy LeW|s, 800. 3, Mlchelle Wie,
75 3, Suzann Pettersen, 592 4 So Yeon
684, 5, Inbee Park

Ko '636. 7.
Webb, .593. 9, Line Vedel

K "587. 10, Chella
Choi, .583.

LPGA money leaders
Through Aug. m

Money
1. Stacy Lewis T8 51 O30T
2. Michelle Wie 16 Stearess
3. Lydia Ko 17

4. Inbee Park 15 31 u79 314
5. Anna Nordavist 16

6. Lexi Thompson 1o Soooes

7. Cristie Kerr $737,044
So Yeon $707,634
Shanshan Feng $693,574
Karrie Wi $653,395

. Suzann Pettersen $637,187
. Mo Martin $615,806
. Angela Stanford 614,401
Chella Choi $604,615
Azahara Munoz $602,002
Jessica Korda $596,139
_Paula Creamer $562,375
. Meena Lee $483,053
. Lizette Salas $480,610
. Jenny Shin $478,604
. Amy Yang $454,915
. Julieta Granada $441,499
. Mirim Lee $414,135
. Na Yeon Choi $391,006
- Pornanong Phatlum $383,041
. Catriona Matthew $378,441
. $348,358
. Gerina Piller $331,704
. Karine Icher $330,425
. Hee Young Park $275,974
. Haru Nomura $267,433
. Christina Kim $264,657
. Morgan Pressel $260,205
. Se Ri Pal 5258028
5. Sandra Gal $251,405

Champions Tour
Charles Schwab Cup leaders
Through Aug. 3

oints _Money
ernhard Langer 3 586 2,375,020
olin Montgomerie 2,991 $1,839,961
enny Perry 1,495 $1,183,900
. Jay Haas 1,480 $1,185.242

. Jeff Sluman 1313 $1,052;
ene Sauers 0 $646,792
irk Triplett 823 $785000
. Fred Couples 781 $811559
. Tom Lehman 780  $777,065
‘om Watson 724 $417963
ichael Allen 703 $859,068
avid Frost 683 $616,661
- Tom Pernice Jr. 673 5758887
uss Cochran 670  $658,751
. Joe Durant 623 $361,730
rco Dawson 550  $421461
ark Calcavecchia 530 $483,793
eff Maggert 496  $481,608
art Bryant 428 $504,883
uffy Waldorf 415 $591,684
00dy Austin 402 $200,762
Olin Browne 319 $458925
liguel A. Jimenez 366 $317,759
cott Duniap 354 $353589
. Rocco Mediate 344 $444243
. Fred Funk 328  $598,143
- Mark O'Meara 308 $421,041
. Vijay Singh 306 $182,488
. Mark Brooks 304 $324913
. Bill Glasson $347,255
- Doug Garwood 261 $365,526
- Mark McNulty 256 $304,580
. Steve Pate 250 $508,693
. Billy Andrade 21 §353857
hn Cook 218 $302,245

Western & Southern Open

A U.S. Open Series event
Wednesday
At The Lindner Fa'“igljy Tennis Center

Purse: Men, $ Z lasters 1000);
Voman: 257 millon (Frermier)
Surtace: !lard -Outdoor

Andy Murray (B). Erltam def Joao Sou-

sa, Portugal
ory Janowics.. Poland, def. Grigor
Dimitrov (0. Bulgaria, 64,
Yer n Lu, Taiw: de
mas Bordyeh (. Creah mopuihe, 5%

Mikhail vouzhny, Russia, def. Andreas
seppl. taly, 6-3, -4
Jo ner (11), United States, def.
Marmko Matosevlc‘ Australia, 6-3, 7-6 (1).
Robredo (16), Spain, def. Sam
Querrey, United States. 62 b,
ulien Benneteau, France, def. James
ward, Britain 65, 65
Roger Federel @), Switzerland, def.
Vasek Pospisil, Canada, 7-6 (4), 5
abio, Foanin! (1), Italy, ier egton
Hewitt, Australia, &
Bavid Farar @ Spain, def. Philip
Kohischreiber, aermany. 67 & 176G

C\iarin Cilic {14), croatia, def. Fernando
Verdasco Spain, 7-6 (6), 7-
Steve Johnson, United States, def. Er-
neste Gu\b\s (9), Latvia, 6-4, 6-4.
onic_(5), Canada, def. Robby
Glneprl ) States, 6-2, 6-2.
el Monfils, France, def. Roberto Bau-
tista AgUt (13), Spam G461

Sec d und
Elina Svitolina, Ukraine, def. Petra Kvi-
tcva (3) Czech Re) ubllc,ﬁ 2,7-6 (2).
gelique Kerber (6), Germany‘ def.
Ekatorina] Makarova Russia, -

Sabine ¥ def. Sara Er-
ran (1), taly, 6-4, 2.6, 7-6
arla_Suarez Navarro (15), Spain, def.
PauiinG Parmentier. rance, 6.3, 1-5.
nastasia Davlyuchenkova, Russia, def.
Karin Knapp, Italy, 6-1,
sloane_Stephens, Gnited States, def
Ba[’klmra Zahlavova Strycova, Czech R
public, 7
Lucie Safarcva (16), Czech Republic,
def, Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-2.
Agnieszka Radwanska (4), Poland, def.
Kurumi Nara, Japan, 6-2, 6-:
Flavia Pennetta (13), Italy, def. Taylor
Townsend, United States, 6-4, 6-3.
Ana Ivanovic (9), Serbla, def. Christina
McHale, United States, 6-4, 6- £
Eug-

vet Russia,
enie Bouchard (7), Canada, 6-4,

Jelena Jankovic @), Serbua, et Anmia
Eeck Germany, 6 ©)

Eric Buwrac, Umted States, and Raven
K\aasen. South Afrlca, def. Feliciano Lo-
27 3P urgen Melzer, Austria,

Second R
Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and

Horia Tecau, Romania, def. Marcel Granol-

lers and Marc Lopez, Spai - 3 .

Julien Benneteau’ and Edouard Roger-
vasselin, France, def. Juan Sebastian
Cabal, Colombia, and Tommy Robredo,
Spain. 15, 6-4, 107

Daniel Nestor, Canada, and Nenad Zi-
momie (o Sorbla. daF GuIRermo, Garci
opez, Spain. and Santiago Giraldo, Co-
lombia, 6-2, 6-

Vasek Pospisil, Canada, and Jack Sock,
United States, def. Leander Paes, India,
and Radek s Siépanck . Crech RepLblie

Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, and Marcin
Matkowski, Poland, def. van Dodig Croa-
tia, and Marcelo Melo (@) Brazil, 64, 6-4.

irst Roun
Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesnina

, 6-
arrigues, Spain, and
Varosiava Shvedova, Kazakhgtart, det. A
drea Petkovic, Germany, and Magdalena
Rybarikova, Slovakia, 6-4, 6-4,

Marina_Erakovic, New_Zealand, and
Aranixa Parra, Santonja, Spain, def. Ok-
i eorgia, and Olga

Savehuk, Ukraine, 1:6, -4, I1-5.

Sara Erran an Roberta vinci (1), ttaly
def. Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, and
Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech Re
puBlic, 6-3,7:5.

mea Babos, Hungary, and Kristina
Miadenovic (&), France, de. Klaudia ans:
Ignacik, Poland, and Karolina Pliskova,
Czech Republic, 6-6, retired.

Kimiko Date’Krumm, Japan, and A
drea Miavackova, “Gacr Repubie. aar
Kveta Peschke, CZech Republic, and Kata-
rina Srebotnik (3), Siovenia, 6-4, 0-6, 10-6.

Pro baseball

Amerlcan League

vision
L GB
Baltimore -
ronto TV
New York
Tampa Bay 102
Boston 15
Central
Kansas City
Y2
Cleveland 5%
Chicago E
Minnesota 65 454 11
lest Divisiol
Oakland 608 —
Los Angeles .588 22
Seattle .542 8
Houston 0 71 413 231
Texas 47 73 392 26
National League
East i
GB
Washington -
Atlanta’ 5
Miami 7
New York 92
Philadelphia 13%
ntral
Milwaukee -
Pittsburgh 1%
St. Louis
Cincinnati 5%
Chicago 13
West
Los Angeles -
San Francisco
San Diego 102
Arizona 16
Colorado 22

74
sday 'S games
Pntsburgh at Detroit
L.A. Dodgers at Atlanta
Oakland at Kansas City
Houston at Boston
Tampa Bay at Texas
Milwaukee at Chlcago Cubs
Arizona at Miami
Washington al N. Mets
San Diego at
Cincinnati at colorado

Baltimore (chen 1% at Cleveland
(Kluber 13-6)

Seattle (Paxton 2-0) at Detroit (Por-
cello 13-7)

Houston (Keuchel 10-8) at Boston (Bu-
chholz

N.Y. vankees (McCarthy 4-1) at Tampa
Bay (Cobb 7-6)

L.A. Angels (Richards 12-4) at Texas
(N.Martinez 2-8)

Kansas City (D.Duffy 7-10) at Minne-
sota (Nolasco 5-7)

Toronto (Stroman 7-3) at Chicago
White Sox (Noe:

Pmsburgh (orton 5-11) at Washing-
ton (Roark

Arizona (Cahill 2-8) at Miami (Hand
2

Chicago Cubs (T.Wood 7-9) at N.Y.
Mets (Za.Wheeler 7-8)
Oakland (Hammel 1-4) at Atlanta
(A.Wood 8-9)
San Dlegc (T.Ross 11-10) at St. Louis
(ynn
Clncmnatl (Cueto 14-6) at Colorado
(F.Morales 5.
Ml\waukee (J Nelson 2-3) at L.A. Dodg-
ers (Greinke
Phviadeighia (Hamels 6-6) at San Fran-
cisco (Bumgarner 13-9)
urday’s games
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay
Baltimore at Cleveland

Kansas City at Minnesota

Toronto at Chicago White Sox
_A. Angels at Texas

Philadelphia at San Franclsco

Pittsburgh at Washin

Arizona at Mi

Chicago Cubs at N.Y. Mets

Oakiand at Atlanta

San Diego at St. Louis

Cincinnati at Colorado

Milwaukeg at LA, Dodgers

lay's games

Baltimore 8t Clovelond

Seattle at Detroit

Houston at Boston

N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay

Kansas City at Minnesota

Toronto at Chicago White Sox

LA. Angels at Texas

Arizona at Miami

Chicago Cubs at N.Y. Mets

San Diego at St. Louis

Philadelphia at San Francisco

Cincinnati at Colorado

Milwaukee at L.A. Dodgers

Pittsburgh at Washington

Oakland at Atlanta

AP sportligh

1914 — The Unned states beats Aus-
traha 3-2 in matches to take the Davis

Cuj

1548 — Babe Didrikson zaharias wins
the U.S. Women's Open golf title over
Betty H

s.
1950 — Ezzard Charles knocks out
Freddie Beshore in the 14th round to re-
tain his world heavyweight title.

ave Marr edges Jack Nicklaus
and Billy Casper to take the PGA Cham-
pionship.

1966 — Jose Torres retains his world
ligl title witl
s over Eddie Cotton n Las Vegas.

3 — Greg Norman lips his putt on

the PGA Championship's second playoff
hole, giving Paul Azinger the title and
leaving Norman with an unprecedented
career of Grand Slam playoff losses. Nor-
man, despite winning his second British
Open title a month earlier, has lost play-
offs in three other majors — the 1984
Open, the 1987 Masters and the 1989 Brit-
is|
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grandparents, a few

Ross D. Frankun/AP
Each player and coach on Arizona State’s foothall team has a photo above their locker in Tempe, Ariz., of someone who has inspired them. There are mothers, fathers, siblings,
coaches.

. Coach Todd Graham had them all do it so they can remember it's not just their teammates they're playing for.

Picture this: Photos help Sun Devils bond

By JouN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Receiver Eric
Lauderdale has a photo of his late
parents, his grandmother and
sister attached to his locker. De-
fensive back Damarious Randall
has one of his mother. Offensive
lineman Jamil Douglas has his
mother and sister.

The photos go around the room,
on the lockers of Arizona State
players and coaches alike. Moth-
ers and fathers, grandparents and
siblings, coaches and guardians.

Each one is a reminder, of the
people who made sacrifices so
they could become Division I
football players, that they’re not
just playing for themselves or
their teammates.

“Every morning we wake up at
5 a.m. and there’s some mornings
where you really don’t feel like
doing stuff,” Randall said. “You
can just look at your locker and
see how many sacrifices that per-
son made for you, and you want to
make sacrifices for that person to
honor them.”

Football coaches — coaches in
any sport, really — are constant-
ly searching for ways to motivate
their players, to wring out every
last drop of effort from them.
Team bonding is a big focus; the
tighter the group, the more they’ll
want to give their best effort and
not let each other down.

Arizona State coach Todd Gra-
ham has had his hand on the mo-

tivational wheel since arriving in
the desert in 2011, bringing with
him ideas that he had during pre-
vious stops in his coaching career.

Like many coaches, Graham
has decorated Arizona State’s fa-
cilities with inspirational phrases
and photos, including pictures of
the national championship and
Pac-12 trophies. He also had the
team return to Camp Tontozona
for fall camp as a bonding experi-
ence and, since last season, Ari-
zona State’s players have entered
the field for games through a tun-
nel that has a life-sized image of
Pat Tillman at the end of it.

This year, Graham added de-
cals with an image of the Pac-12
trophy on the backs of the play-
ers’ helmets and came up with the
photo idea, hoping it would provide
an extra dose of inspiration.

“I look at it for every day we
get dressed, we blow the whistle,
we're looking at that picture every
day and every day we honor that,”
Graham said. “If I can get them to

The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Arizona State offensive line-
man Edward Sarafin has told a local magazine he
is gay, making him the first active Division I foot-
ball player to come out.

A fifth-year senior, Sarafin told Phoenix-based
Compete, a magazine for gay sports, that he began
telling teammates last spring.

“It was really personal to me, and it benefited
my peace of mind greatly,” he said in the maga-
zine’s August issue.

The walk-on lineman, who goes by the nickname
Chip, follows the precedent set by St. Louis Rams
linebacker Michael Sam. Sam told teammates he
was gay during his playing days, but did not come
out publicly until after finishing at Missouri.

New Jersey Nets forward Jason Collins became
the first active openly-gay player in one of the four
major U.S. professional sports leagues when he
came out to Sports Illustrated in April 2013. He be-
came the first openly-gay player to play in an NBA
game after signing with the Nets last season.

A 6-foot-6, 320-pound lineman from Gilbert,

Arizona St. lineman reveals he’s gay

Ariz., Sarafin graduated with a degree in biomedi-
cal engineering last spring and is currently in Ari-
zona State’s master’s program. He has yet to play
in a game, working as a scout-team player early in
his career and providing depth on the Sun Devils’
offensive line last season.

“We are a brotherhood that is not defined by
cultural and personal differences, but rather an
individual’s commitment to the Sun Devil Way,”
Arizona State coach Todd Graham said. “Chip is a
fifth-year senior and a Scholar Baller, a graduate
and a master’s student. His commitment to service
is unmatched and it is clear he is on his way to lead-
ing a successful life after his playing career, a goal
that I have for every student-athlete. Diversity and
acceptance are two of the pillars of our program,
and he has full support from his teammates and
the coaching staff.”

Sarafin also received Sam’s support via Twitter.

“Congratulations Chip Sarafin for having the
courage to be yourself. Wishing you and your
teammates much success this season. #cour-
age2014,” Sam tweeted.

care about their and
each other one one-hundredth of
like they care about that person
in that picture, we’ve got some-
thing special.”

The photos have allowed differ-
ent parts of the team to connect
instead of staying on their own
side of the locker room. Players
walk through, see the photos and
ask who the person is, what they
mean to them.

It’s given the players a deeper
understanding of who their team-

mates are and where they come
from, strengthening their bond.
“You see guys in the locker
room all the time asking who’s
this on your locker, what happened
if it is someone who passed away,”
Douglas said. “I think it brings you
closer, brings more conversation
to different parts of the team.”
Graham told players to put seri-
ous thought into who they put up
on the lockers. The majority are of

mothers, including Graham’s, and
fathers. There are relatives, from
siblings to uncles, photos of family
members who died, coaches who
helped along the way, a few girl-
friends, one of Jesus.

Lauderdale has four people
who helped shape his life.

Two are his parents. His father
was shot and killed when Lauder-
dale was 1 and his mother died of
cancer when he was 17.

The other two are the people
who helped him through tough
times: his grandmother and sister.

Seeing their pictures helps Lau-
derdale get through each day.

“It’s bigger than this (football),
really,” Lauderdale said. “I do it
just to show them that I want to
do something with my life. When
I get on the field, I do it for them.
‘When I'look at the photo, I just try
to give it my all.”
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Ducks’ Loyd makes
transition from hoops

By ANNE M. PETERSON
The Associated Press

EUGENE, Ore. — Johnathan
Loyd has the basics of being a
wide receiver down: He can catch
and run, no problem.

It’s the mental part that’s hard.

After four years as a point
guard on Oregon’s basketball
team, Loyd is making the transi-
tion to receiver for the Ducks, tak-
ing advantage of an NCAA rule
that allows a player a fifth year of
eligibility — in a different sport.

Loyd is doing this partly for fun,
and partly because he’s the con-
summate competitor. He’s already
gotten his degree in applied eco-
nomics and is working on another.

“I'dbeencurious toseeifIcould
play at this level,” he said. “I love
the University of Oregon, and I
love to see the Ducks win. So if T
can’t do it in basketball anymore,
1 wanted to try another sport, to
see if I could contribute.”

Loyd unexpectedly made
the jump to football the second
week of spring practice. While
he played back in high school in
Las Vegas, his move was seen as
something of a stunt and most fig-
ured he wouldn’t last.

But the 5-foot-8 guard won
many of the naysayers over when
he donned pads for the annual
Spring Game and had a catch for
four yards and saw time as a punt
returner on special teams.

“The guy had a great attitude
in the spring — but you could tell
he hadn’t played football for five
years,” coach Mark Helfrich said.
“It’s not like he’s showing up and
playing intramural flag football.
He’s playing elite-level Division
I football. There’s rust. There’s
uncertainty.”

Loyd admits it was a weird
adjustment.

MoRrry Gash/AP

After completing his eligibility
with the Oregon basketball
team, guard Johnathan Loyd
surprised many by trying out for
the school’s football team.

“When I first started in the
spring I was still in basketball
mode. I came off the line and
wasn’t going as hard as I could,
trying to find my way. That kind
of hurt me, I think,” he said. “But
I'm out of that now.”

Loyd thinks he has a place on the
offense and on special teams for
the Ducks, who went 11-2 last sea-
son and have been picked to finish
atop the Pac-12 North and win the
league championship game.

“I’ve got a lot of confidence in
myself,” he said. “I don’t know
how I'll be used, I'm just trying
to be the best I can be and go as
hard as I can.”

Loyd was the starting point
guard for the Ducks basketball
team that went 24-10 and advanced
to the NCAA tournament for the
second straight year. Oregon’s
season ended with a third-round
tournament loss to Wisconsin.

Loyd averaged seven points and
4.7 assists per game his senior
year. The first player recruited by
coach Dana Altman, he played in
a school-record 144 career games
and 97 Oregon wins.

Football is a whole different
mindset.

“I've got nothing but respect
for these guys,” he said. “A lot of
people can say this or that when
they’re sitting in the stands, but
they have no idea what it’s really
like.”

Loyd’s good friend Keanon
Lowe is expected to be Oregon’s
top receiver now that Josh Huff
has moved on. The Ducks were
hit this spring with the loss of
Bralon Addison, the top returner
with 61 catches for 890 yards and
seven touchdowns, because of a
torn ACL. But Addison is hoping
to return later this season.

Another receiver in the mix is
speedy redshirt freshman Devon
Allen. After recovering from inju-
ries he sustained during fall camp
last year, Allen joined the Ducks
track team and won the 110-meter
hurdles title at the NCAA track
and field championships in 13.16,
ameet record and the second-best
collegiate time ever.

So far, Helfrich likes what he’s
seeing from Loyd.

“Great, positive attitude out
there,” Helfrich said. “He’s a guy
you can see everybody likes to be
around and work with.”

Loyd laughed at the sugges-
tion that in addition to football he
could also still run track — fol-
lowing the lead of some of the
other Ducks, including Allen.

“That’s a whole different level
of speed,” he said.

Joe Ravmonp/AP

Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly, right, talks with quarterback Everett Golson during practice in South
Bend, Ind., last week Golson Iﬂs reclaimed the job as Notre Dame’'s starter after being suspended last

Golson back as ND starter

By Tom CoyNE
The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Everett
Golson is Notre Dame’s starting
quarterback again.

The senior has reclaimed
the post he held while leading
the Fighting Irish to the na-
tional championship game two
years ago, and before being sus-
pended last season for academic
impropriety.

The move was widely expected
even though coach Brian Kelly
said repeatedly that sophomore
Malik Zaire was competing for
the job. Kelly said Wednesday
that Golson won the position
because of his overall under-
standing of the offense, how he’s
handled himself with the team
and his leadership.

“He’s put himselfin that position
to get that opportunity to be our
starter against Rice,” Kelly said.
“There was competition and there
will be competition. Everett’s the
starter for Rice and we hope he’s
the starter for the entire year. But
we're all in this merit-based situa-
tion. We’ve got to win.”

The Irish did that with Golson
in 2012, posting their first unde-
feated regular season smce wm-
ning the national

1 for the first time in 19 years.
But defense, not offense, was the
impetus behind that team. Kelly
even spoke of that two weeks
ago when he said “I would argue
that Everett rode the bus to the
championship.”

With a young, inexperienced
defense, Kelly has said the Irish
need to put up more points this
season. He’s hoping Golson’s
running ability will help the
Irish to do that, something they
were missing last season with
Tommy Rees at quarterback.
Kelly said the Irish won’t have
to switch plays as often along the
line of scrimmage with Golson at
quarterback.

“Tommy needed to check a lot
of plays. We won’t have to block
that end for Everett on every play.
We had to for Tommy. He wasn’t
going to make the end miss,”
Kelly said.

Golson said he didn't feel a
sense of relief when Kelly gave
him the news.

“I think it’s a heightened re-
sponsibility on my part now that
everything is pretty set. It's my
job to get these guys right and just
try to lead this team,” he said.

Golson was 187 of 318 passing
in 2012, a 58.8 completion rate,
with 12 hdown passes and six

in 1988 and being ranked No.

interceptions. He had a pass ef-
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ficiency rating of 131.01, placing
him 62nd among quarterbacks
nationwide. He also ran for 298
yards on 94 carries.

Golson said he struggled a bit
in the spring with a new quarter-
backs coach and facing a Notre
Dame defense that is playing a
more aggressive style. He said it
all started coming together after
spring practice was over.

“I think now I'm in a position to
hold everyone else responsible be-
cause I'm comfortable with what
I'm supposed to do,” he said.

He said he has been focusing
on trying to take control of the
offense, which he struggled with
at times in 2012. He was replaced
by Rees for the final game-win-
ning drive against Purdue in the
second game and was pulled for
poor play two weeks later against
Michigan. But his play improved
steadily as the season wore on.

The Irish finished that season
ranked 71st in the nation in pass-
ing at 223 yards a game, their low-
est ranking since finishing 110th
at 167 yards a game in 2007, when
Notre Dame finished 3-9.

Golson said he is better pre-
pared this time.

“I understand the job and the
task at hand and what I have to do
next,” he said.
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On their worst behavior

Social media
costs several
recruits their
scholarships

By Ravrpn D. Russo
The Associated Press

t St. Paul’s Episcopal School in
Mobile, Alabama, the high school
that produced Crimson Tide
quarterbacks AJ McCarron and
Jake Coker, there’s a new preseason ritual
for football players: the social media talk.

It’s about more than minding their man-
ners. Coach Steve Mask warns players not
to post about injuries, which can scare
away recruiters. Committing on Twitter
to a school is also discouraged — one re-
cent former player tweeted commitments
to four different schools without informing
any coaches.

“He came across as being not reliable,”
Mask said. “He gets a little joy out of the
attention, but it’s not worth it.”

This season, Mask is taking his play-
ers’ online personas so seriously that he’s
assigning an assistant to monitor their
accounts. As college programs increas-
ingly use Twitter, Instagram and other so-
cial media accounts to evaluate a player’s
character, one wrong comment can cost a
scholarship offer.

That was the case recently at Penn State
for offensive line coach Herb Hand, who
took to Twitter recently to vent his frustra-
tion with a recruit gone bad online.

“Dropped another prospect this AM due
to his social media presence ... Actually
glad I got to see the ‘real’ person before we
offered him,” Hand tweeted.

At Penn State media day last week in
State College, P., Hand said that his wife
scolded him for the tone of the tweet. Cruel,
maybe, but fair.

“You want to recruit guys with strong
character,” he said. “Somebody mes-
saged me, ‘Sometimes kids are worried
more about being a character than having
character.””

Yes, teens do tweet the darndest things,
but Hand and other coaches say it’s usu-
ally fairly easy to differentiate between a
cringe-inducing post and one that raises a
serious red flag on a prospect.

“There’s a difference though when
you're talking about information that may
be degrading to women, referencing drug
use, and anything that has to do with cy-
berbullying and stuff like that. There’s
certain things you don’t want to be part of
your program,” Hand said.

Hand, who is one of the most active and
engaging college coaches you’ll find on
Twitter, is not alone in cutting off a re-
cruit because of the player’s use of social
media.

“It’s happened this year and this recruit-
ing class,” Duke coach David Cutcliffe
said. “It’s just insane what some of them
think’s OK. When I know it’s them and
I read it and I see some of the things out
there, if 'm on the road, I'll call a coach

GERRY BROOME/AP

Duke coach David Cutcliffe is among a growing number of college coaches who are watching the social media behavior of potential
student athletes. The wrong tweet or Facebook comment could cause a coach to rescind a scholarship offer.

Joe HermiTT, PENNLIVE.COM/AP

Penn State offensive line coach Herb Hand took to Twitter recently to vent his

pped another this AM due to his social media presence ...
Actually glad 1 got to see the ‘real’ person before we offered him,” Hand tweeted.

— let his high school coach know we’re
no longer interested. And I'll call back to
(Duke director of football relations) Kent
MecLeod or the people in the office and say
I want him dropped off the database. No
more mail. Nothing.”

NCAA rules regarding contact between
recruits and football coaches have become
more restrictive in recent years. Coaches
can’t text recruits and opportunities to
meet face-to-face have decreased. As so-
cial media has become more ubiquitous, it
has helped coaches fill the information gap
in recruiting.

Arkansas coach Bret Bielema said social
media is now part of his standard checklist
for recruits.

“He’s got to have a GPA that I can re-
late to, an ACT or SAT score or a pre-
ACT score, and the third box is for social
media,” Bielema.

“I distinctly remember a player last year
‘who signed, was a big-time kid, had an in-
terest in us, and his Twitter handle was
something that I can’t repeat in here. I just
kind of said, what are we doing here? This
is about as obvious as it gets about what
kind of thing we’re dealing with here, so

‘You want to recruit guys
with strong character.
Somebody
messaged
me, ‘Some-
times kids
are worried
more about
being a
character
than having
character.”?

Herb Hand
Penn State offensive line coach

we backed out altogether.”

Hand said he tries to educate high school
coaches who might be behind the curve in
online communication. And he often tries
to educate players he’s recruiting.

South Carolina freshman defensive back
Chris Lammons said he got the message in
high school and cleaned up his Twitter act,
despite what his friends were doing.

“In the transition from being a little kid
to a man, that’s the thing you have to do,
because when you're growing up, you prob-
ably want to get a big-time job somewhere
and they look back at your Twitter account
and they see the things you’re putting out,”
Lammons said.

AP sports writers Kurt Voigt in Fayetteville,
Ark.; Joedy McCreary in Durham, N.C.; and Pete
lacobelli in Columbia, S.C., contributed to this
report.
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PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

The Orioles’ Chris Davis, left, greets teammate Adam Jones at home plate after Davis and Nick Markakis scored on Jones’ home
run in the eighth inning Wednesday against the New York Yankees in Baltimore. The Orioles won 3-2.

0's use HRs to rally past Yankees

By Davip GINSBURG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Limited to three hits
over seven innings, the Baltimore Orioles
turned to their reliable, standard weapon
— the home run — to pull out a comeback
victory over the New York Yankees.

Jonathan Schoop and Adam Jones con-
nected in a four-run eighth inning, and
Baltimore completed a two-game sweep
of the rain-shortened series with a 5-3 win
Wednesday night.

The Orioles lead the majors with 152 home
runs, are 35-10 when hitting more than one
and 58-25 when going deep at least once.

After Schoop tied it with a drive off Del-
lin Betances, Shawn Kelley (2-4) gave up
a single and a walk before Jones hit a shot
into the bullpen area beyond the center-field
wall.

“When we're down by one we always feel
we're just one pitch away,” Jones said. “So

r Audi in the

120 days:
150 days:

that happened, and once we tie the game all
the marbles are up. First one to score one
wins.”

Jones made it happen. As the ball dropped
over the fence for his 23rd home run, he
raised his right arm in triumph as he round-
ed first base.

“Big spot, big home run,” Jones said.
“Nothing wrong with showing a little emo-
tion here and there.”

Darren O’Day (4-1) worked the eighth
and Zach Britton gave up a run in the ninth
en route to his 25th save.

It was the eighth straight series win for
the AL East-leading Orioles, who increased
their margin over the fading third-place
Yankees to eight games. Baltimore is 8-3
against New York this season, outscoring
the Yankees 60-31.

“It’s tough right now because they are hit-
ting very good,” New York’s Francisco Cer-
velli said. “They’ve got a couple of hitters
who are really hot right now.”

Yankees manager Joe Girardi missed the
finish after being ejected in the seventh in-
ning by home plate umpire Gerry Davis.
Girardi was furious after Davis called New
York’s Stephen Drew out for running in the
baseline on his way to first base.

Girardi’s second ejection of the year came
with New York ahead 2-1 on the strength of
Cervelli’s second home run of the year, a
two-run drive in the third inning off Chris
Tillman.

The lead didn’t stand up, and now the
Yankees are stuck in a four-game skid and
scrambling to stay in the playoff hunt.

“We've got to start winning series again,”
Girardi said. “We have not won the last two
series and we put ourselves in a little bit of
ahole”

Making his first appearance in the big
leagues since April 23, New York starter
Michael Pineda retired the first 12 batters
he faced before Nelson Cruz doubled to open
the fifth.

Vargas, KC
shut down
Oakland

By DAVE SKRETTA
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo.— The crowd roared
as Jason Vargas emerged from the dugout
for the ninth inning, the Kansas City Roy-
als trying to hold onto a 3-0 lead over the
Oakland Athletics in a matchup of playoff
hopefuls.

Five pitches later, the crowd roared even
louder.

Vargas finished off his three-hitter with
a flourish, breezing through the A’s for
his sixth career shutout. It was the second
shutout by Kansas City starters in the past
week and the third complete game over
that stretch, a big reason why the Royals
are leading the AL Central.

“That’s what we want to do if we want to
keep playing,” said Vargas, who was mak-
ingjusthis third start since going on the dis-
abled list for an emergency appendectomy.

Vargas (9-5) retired the final 23 batters
he faced, helping the Royals bounce back
from having an eight-game winning streak

d. The; intained their h;

lead over Detroit.

“If it’s the first pitch or sixth pitch, you've
got to be ready for contact for a pitch to show
up in your area,” said Josh Donaldson, who
had one of the A’s three hits. “He did a good
job of keeping us off balance all night.”

Omar Infante hit a two-run homer and
Salvador Perez drove in the other run off
Scott Kazmir (13-5), who lost to Kansas
City for the second time in 10 days.

Vargas allowed four runs over 44 in-
nings against Oakland in his first start off
the disabled list, and two runs over five
innings against San Francisco his last
time out. But on a mild evening at the K,
he looked like the dominant left-hander of
earlier this season.

Mixing his pitches and catching the cor-
ners, Vargas wiggled out of a jam in the
first inning and gave up a single leading off
the second before muzzling Oakland.

Vargas needed only 92 pitches over eight
innings, so manager Ned Yost sent him out
for the ninth rather than turn it over to clos-
er Greg Holland. Five pitches later, he had
his first shutout since last September, when
he beat Oakland 3-0 with the Angels.
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DEeRik HamiLToN/AP

AJ Allmendinger earned a spot in the 10-race Chase for the Championship with a victory at Watkins Glen
International last week. It was just his fifth top-5 finish of the season for JTG Daugherty Racing.

A chance to shine

Allmendinger gives single-car JTG Daughtery exposure, Chase spot

By Joun KEKIs
The Associated Press

WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. — When a beaming Brad
Daugherty sat down to address the media at Watkins
Glen International after AJ Allmendinger had given
JTG Daugherty Racing its first Sprint Cup triumph,
the former NBA star couldn’t curb his enthusiasm.

“We’re coming for you Jimmie!” Daugherty belt-
ed out, gleeful about being able to challenge six-time
champion Jimmie Johnson for the season title.

Yep, an underfunded single-car team with around
40 employees has made NASCAR'’s coveted 10-race
Chase for the championship, and it’s not just happy
to be there.

“We’ve got a shot,” said Allmendinger, whose first
Cup win came in his 213th start. “It’s huge to be in
the Chase. This doesn’t automatically make us a
championship contender. We're still a small team.
We’re still building. To get that exposure by saying
we’re a Chase team is big for us because of our spon-
sors. It gives them more exposure, and that’s what
it’s all about.”

After Allmendinger took the checkered flag,
Daugherty, who worked the race as a television an-
alyst, began jumping up and down, grinning as he
hugged fellow analyst Rusty Wallace. He then de-
parted to Victory Lane and hoisted Allmendinger
off the ground as a wild celebration got underway.

Allmendinger’s life changed two years ago in the
hours before the July race at Daytona International
Speedway. NASCAR officials had just kicked him
out of the track, suspending Allmendinger indefi-
nitely for failing a random drug test.

The failed drug test sidelined him for more than
three months and cost him his job with Penske Rac-
ing. It also spurred much soul searching, and after
a handful of one-off Cup rides he landed a full-time

MEL Evans/AP

Just two years ago, AJ Alimendinger was fired
by Penske Racing after failing a drug test, but
Roger Penske was in Victory Lane on Sunday to
congratulate his former driver at Watkins Glen.

Cup ride last August with JTG Daugherty Racing.

That Penske was among those to congratulate All-
mendinger in Victory Lane spoke volumes.

“I knew he was the right guy for this team,” said
Tad Geschickter, a co-owner of the team with wife
Jodi. “We try and run it like a family, and he was
looking for a home.”

Allmendinger’s victory was timely. It came just
two days after the team announced that Kimberly-
Clark had extended its sponsorship through the
2017 Sprint Cup season with their SCOTT, Viva,
Kleenex, Cottonelle, and Huggies brands. Kimber-
ly-Clark has been with the team for five years.

“The significance of this win goes without saying
how big and how important it is to this race team,”
said Allmendinger, who told his parents to make
the trip because he felt good about his chances. “You
know, to be able to share it with Tad and Jodi and
Brad and everybody at this whole No. 47 race team,
they make this team feel like such a family, like we’re
their own. To be able to share that together, that was
what to me rolling into Victory Lane meant, that I
was pulling into Victory Lane with my family.”

In the broadcast booth, Daugherty was hesitant
to pick his driver during the telecast because of the
team’s three-stop pit strategy. But when a handful
of cautions flew in the final third of the 90-lap race,
crew chief Brian Burns looked like a genius.

Still, Allmendinger had to prove his mettle by out-
driving Australian road race ace Marcos Ambrose
in a fender-bending, door-slamming finish over the
final laps in a desperate attempt by both drivers to
make the Chase.

““He won the race today in a fashion that everyone
is proud of him for doing, to beat one of the best in
the world at driving these stock cars,” said third-
place finisher Kurt Busch, who was poised to take
the victory if the two front-runners took each other
out. “He deserves the trophy, and he had to pull from
within. He had to dig in deep, and he had to believe
in himself all the way through this.

“He’s put himself through all those mental chal-
lenges, and today he persevered,” Busch said. “He
didn’t break down and he brought home a victory, so
we’re all very proud of him.”

It was just the fifth top-5 finish of the year for All-
mendinger and the No. 47 Chevrolet but a step in the
right direction with NASCAR’s version of a regular
season winding down. Only four races remain until
the Chase begins.

“I think we have more in us. I think we’ve got a
chance,” Daugherty said. “If the dominoes fall cor-
rectly, we’ve got a chance. So we’ve got to put our
eggs in one basket. We don’t want to just be there as
a back-marker. We want to make some noise.”

Added Allmendinger: “You never know. We may
go and shock the world and have a shot when it
comes down to Homestead-Miami Speedway. You
never know.”

Around the tracks

SPRINT CUP

This week: Pure Michigan 400 at
Brooklyn, Mich.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m. Sunday Cen-
tral European Time; 2 a.m. Monday
Japan and Korea Time.

Track: Michigan International Speed-
way (oval, 2.0 miles).

Race distance: 400 miles, 200
laps.

Last year: AJ Allmendinger won on
the road course at Watkins Glen for his
first career Sprint Car victory. He drives
for JTG Daugherty Racing.

Last week: Joey Logano won on fuel
mileage at Watkins Glen. Kevin Harvick
was second.

Next race: Irwin Tools Night Race,
Aug. 23, Bristol Motor Speedway, Bris-
tol, Tenn.

Online: nascar.com

DRIVER TO WATCH

best.

NATIONWIDE SERIES

This week: Nationwide Children’s
Hospital 200 at Lexington, Ohio.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 8:45 p.m. Saturday
CET; 3:45 a.m. Sunday JKT.

Track: Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
(road course, 2.258 miles).

Race distance: 203.22 miles, 90
laps.
Last year: AJ Allmendinger raced to
his second road-course victory of the
season.

Last week: Marcos Ambrose won at
Watkins Glen.

Next race: Food City 300, Aug. 22,
Bristol Motor Speedway, Bristol, Tenn.

Online: nascar.com

CAMPING WORLD TRUCK

This week: Careers for Veterans 200
at Brooklyn, Mich.

Track: Michigan International Speed-
way (oval, 2.0 miles).

Race distance: 200 miles, 100
laps.

Last year: James Buescher raced to
his first of his two 2013 victories.

Last race: Austin Dillon won at Po-
cono on Aug. 2.

Next race: UNOH 200, Aug. 20,
Bristol Motor Speedway, Bristol, Tenn.

Online: nascar.com

FORMULA ONE

Next race: Belgian Grand Prix, Aug.
24, Spa-Francorchamps Circuit, Spa-
Francorchamps, Belgium.

Last race: Red Bull's Daniel Ric-
ciardo won the Hungarian Grand Prix
on July 27.

Online: formulal.com

DRIVER STANDINGS

Dale Earnhardt Jr.
Jeff Gordon ..
Matt Kenseth
Brad Keselows|
Joey Logano.
Carl Edwards
Jimmie Johnso
Kevin Harvick..

. Clint Bowyer
. Greg Biffle
. Kasey Kahne.
. Austin Dillon
. Kyle Busch .
. Marcos Ambrose
Paul Menard
18. Brian Vickers
19. Jamie McMurray
20. Denny Hamlin.

U
NeGRERESveNa s wN S

While no one approaches David Pearson’s nine victo-

ries and 10 poles at Michigan International Speedway,

Greg Biffle comes the closest with four victories, 10
top-finishes and 14 top-10 finishes.

He has an average finish of 11.6 at the track and

a series-best average running position of 8.9. His

driver rating of 107.8 at the track is also a series

Biffle is ranked 12th in the standings and has
yet to win this year. His best finish this season was
second at Talladega on May 4 and needs to get a
victory to solidify his spot in the Chase for the
championship.

VERIZON INDYCAR

This week: ABC Supply Wisconsin
250 at West Allis, Wis.

TV: Delayed, AFN-Xtra, 6 a.m. Mon-
day CET; 1 p.m. Monday JKT.

Track: Milwaukee Mile (oval, 1.0
mile).

Race distance: 250 miles, 250
laps.

Last year: Andretti Autosport’s Ryan
Hunter-Reay won at the track for the
second year in a row.

Last race: Target Chip Ganassi's
Scott Dixon won at Mid-Ohio on Aug.
3

Next race: Grand Prix of Sonoma,
Sonoma Raceway, Aug. 24, Sonoma,
Calif.

Online: indycar.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO
DRAG RACING

This week: Lucas Oil Nationals at
Brainerd, Minn.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 3 a.m. Monday CET;
10 a.m. Monday JKT.

Track: Brainerd
Raceway.

Last year: Ron Capps won Funny
Car, Spencer Massey won in Top Fuel,
and Mike Edwards topped Pro Stock.

Last event: John Force won the
Northwest Nationals in Kent, Wash.
Doug Kalitta won in Top Fuel, and
Jason Line in Pro Stock.

Next event: U.S. Nationals, Aug. 27-
Sept. 1, Lucas Oil Raceway at India-
napolis, Clermont, Ind.

Online: nhra.com

International
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GOLF/NBA

Championship at Valhalla Golf Club in Louisville, Ky. Woods
team Wednesday with a clear message that he is not healthy enough to play.

Ryder Cup

Jerr RoBersoN/AP

Tiger Woods winces after his tee shot on the sixth hole during last Friday’s second round of the PGA

removed himself from consideration for the

Woods takes himself out
of Ryder Gup consideration

The Associated Press

Tiger Woods removed himself from consideration
for the Ryder Cup team Wednesday evening with a
clear message that he is not healthy enough to play.

One day after U.S. captain Tom Watson said he
trusted Woods to give him the “straight skinny”
on the condition of his back injury and his game,
‘Woods said he called the 64-year-old captain to say
he would not be available.

The decision spares Watson from having to leave
Woods off the team, and it eliminates a distrac-
tion over the next three
weeks before Watson an-
nounces his three cap-
tain’s picks for the Sept.

“Pve been told

by my doctors 2628 matches against
and trainer Europe at Gleneagles.
that back “I have already spo-
at my bac ken to Tom about the
muscles need to Ryder Cup, and while I
= greatly appreciate his
be rehabilitated thinking about me for a
and healed.” possible captain’s pick,
Tiger Woods I took myself out of con-

sideration,” Woods said

in a statement on his
website. “The U.S. team and the Ryder Cup mean
too much to me not to be able to give it my best.”

That he was even under consideration was mildly
surprising.

Woods’ best finish this year was a tie for 25th
because of nagging back issues at the start of the
year that led him to have surgery on March 31. He
missed two majors, including the Masters for the
first time, and did not return for three months. In
the four events he played upon his return, he missed
the cut twice, withdrew during the final round at
Firestone and finished 69th in the British Open for
his worst 72-hole result in a major.

“My primary wish is for Tiger to be healthy and
competitive, and I hope that he’ll return to the game
very soon,” Watson said in a statement released by
the PGA of America. “Of course, I'm disappointed
that Tiger Woods has asked not to be considered for
the U.S. Ryder Cup team, and that his health is not
where he would like it to be. However, I think we
can all agree that we need Tiger Woods in this great
sport, and he has taken the high road by informing
me early on in the selection process.

“My focus will remain on identifying three play-
ers to join the U.S. team and give us the best chance
for success at Gleneagles.”

Woods said his recent back trouble was not related

to the impinged nerve that led to surgery.

He missed the cut by five shots at Valhalla, and
he grimaced for the final three hours of the second
round at the PGA Championship.

“I’ve been told by my doctors and trainer that my
back muscles need to be rehabilitated and healed,”
Woods said. “They’ve advised me not to play or
practice now. I was fortunate that my recent back
injury was not related to my surgery and was mus-
cular only.”

Woods said he would not return until his World
Challenge in Orlando, Fla., the first week of
December.

That would mean he doesn’t play the Frys.com
Open or an exhibition in Argentina with Matt
Kuchar scheduled for October. Woods was consid-
ering the Frys.com Open, a requirement for eight
players who competed in an exhibition in Turkey
two years ago.

Watson and Woods have never been close, and
they only talked about his Ryder Cup situation for
the first time a few weeks ago. Even so, Watson said
all summer that he wanted Woods on the team pro-
vided he was healthy and playing well.

And while Woods was injured and not playing at
all, Watson remained interested.

“I don’t make this comment loosely. He is Tiger
Woods and he brings a lot to the team — if he has the
ability to play and he’s healthy,” Watson said Mon-
day. “He brings a lot to the team. And I’d be a fool
not to consider him.”

Watson already has lost Dustin Johnson, who
went 3-0 at Medinah in the last Ryder Cup, because
he has taken an “voluntary leave” to face “person-
al challenges.” Jason Dufner, who went 3-1 in his
Ryder Cup debut two years ago, has a neck injury
and is out indefinitely. Dufner fell out of the top nine
who automatically qualified.

Watson already has three rookies on his team
— Jordan Spieth, Jimmy Walker and Patrick Reed
— facing a European team that features Rory McIl-
roy and three other players from the top five in the
world

American players have three weeks to audition
for Watson before he announces his picks Sept. 2 in
New York.

This will be only the second Ryder Cup that Woods
does not play. He missed the 2008 Ryder Cup at Val-
halla while sitting out the second half of the season
following reconstructive knee surgery. That was the
last time the Americans won the Ryder Cup.

LeBron to spend
Christmas in Miami

By BrIaAN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — LeBron James
will play his first game since re-
joining the Cleveland Cavaliers at
home Oct. 30 against New York,
then return to Miami for the first
time on Christmas.

The NBA regular season will
open Oct. 28, with the NBA cham-
pion San Antonio Spurs hosting
the Dallas Mavericks in one of
the three games that night.

The league released its sched-
ule, featuring a lengthened All-
Star break, on Wednesday night
during an NBA TV special, with
James’ return to his original
NBA team putting the Cavaliers
in a number of prime positions.

That includes the game at
Miami in the third spot on the
five-game Christmas schedule,
traditionally a highlight of the
NBA season. James led the Heat

to two championships and four
NBA Finals appearances in four
years before deciding to return to
his native Ohio.

The other Christmas day games
are: Washington at New York;
Oklahoma City at San Antonio in
a rematch of the Western Confer-
ence finals; the Los Angeles Lak-
ers at Chicago; and Golden State
at the Los Angeles Clippers.

The nightcap is a rematch of a
testy Christmas night matchup
from last season that featured
multiple ejections. The Clippers
then went on to beat the Warriors
in seven games in the first round
of the playoffs.

The last game before the All-
Star break in New York is Feb.
12, when the Cavaliers visit the
Bulls. The regular season doesn’t
resume until the following Thurs-
day, two days later than usual,
with a doubleheader on TNT.

The three-game opening night
closes with Houston visiting the
Lakers, which should feature
Kobe Bryant’s return from an
injury-shortened 2013-14 season.
Derrick Rose’s first regular-sea-
son action since season-ending
knee surgery early last season
should come the next night, when
Chicago visits the Knicks on the
first full night of action.

Other items of note:

® A 12-game Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, four televised na-
tionally, is highlighted by another
Cleveland-Chicago matchup.

® The NBA Finals rematches
between the Spurs and Heat are
scheduled for Feb. 6 in San Anto-
nio and March 31 in Miami.

m If a Kevin Love trade to
Cleveland is completed, his re-
turn to Minnesota would be Jan.
31.

® James’ first game in San
Antonio since his final one in a
Miami uniform is March 12.

® Pau Gasol heads back to Los
Angeles for the first time since
leaving the Lakers for Chicago on
Jan. 29.

W Jason Kidd’s first visit to
Brooklyn since leaving the Nets
to coach Milwaukee is Nov. 19.

® International games sched-
uled for Mexico City (Hous-
ton-Minnesota on Nov. 12) and
London (New York-Milwaukee on
Jan. 15).

W TNT will televise 53 regu-
lar-season games, including an
opening night doubleheader and
19 Thursday night doublehead-
ers, along with the Feb. 13-15 All-
Star festivities.

m ESPN has 75 games in the
regular season and ABC will
show 15. NBA TV will televise 97
games.

The regular season ends April
15.

Tony Desak/AP

LeBron James will play his first game since rejoining the Cavaliers
in Cleveland against lhe New York Knicks on Oct. 30. The NBA

also has James heading back to

Miami, where he played four years, for one of the five NBA game on

Christmas day.
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Frank FRankun I1/AP

New York strong safety Antrel Rolle, bottom, upends Pittsburgh tight end Heath Miller during Saturday’s preseason game.

Thinking outside the box

Giants’ Rolle happy to shed nickel back Z2xthe mumbers
duties and instead play safety full-time

By Tom CANAVAN
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J.
oming off his best season, New York
Giants safety Antrel Rolle has reason
to smile.

Not only have the Giants restocked
the secondary in the offseason, they finally
have enough cornerbacks to allow Rolle to stay
at safety in passing situations instead of switch-
ing to the nickel back.

It was a position that he has disliked since
joining the Giants in 2010, but one he played
every week to help the team.

With the fr gent signings of Di
Rodgers-Cromartie, Walter Thurmond III and
Zack Bowman and the return of Prince Amu-
kamara, Jayron Hosley and Trumaine Mc-
Bride, defensive coordinator Perry Fewell has
the depth and talent to keep Rolle in his natural
position.

For now, Thurmond is the nickel back.

“Yeah that’s great,” Rolle said Wednesday as
the Giants (2-0) continued preparations for Sat-
urday’s preseason game in Indianapolis against
the Colts.

“Having Walter here is a huge plus and a huge
asset for our defense. He’s a phenomenal play-
er. Not just nickel back, but a player. You talk
about special teams, you talk about just being a
corner on the boundary and being a slot-nickel.
He can doitall.”

Rolle did it all last season for the Giants. The
31-year-old led the team with 98 tackles and six

interceptions, both career highs. It earned him
his third Pro Bowl appearance.

As a full-time safety, Fewell said there is no
telling how good Rolle can be this season.

“That’s up to Antrel,” Fewell said. “We’re
giving him all the reps back there, he uses the
term, ‘I’m getting my eyes back.’ So he can now
see the field instead of seeing down in the box
and the perimeter. Now he sees the entire field.
I think that’s important for him to develop that
to become as good as he can be as a safety.”

This is also going to be a season where
Rolle emerges as the undisputed leader of the
defense.

For the past couple of years, he and defensive
end Justin Tuck shared the role. Tuck signed
with Oakland as a free agent in the offseason
and now it’s fair to say Rolle is in charge.

Linebacker Jon Beason might have shared
that role, but he injured a foot in the offseason
and has been on the physically unable to per-
form list.

So Rolle is the spokesman for the defense,
which has allowed one touchdown in two pre-
season games.

“I'm very pleased with what I’ve seen thus
far,” Rolle said. “Obviously, there’s a lot of
areas to clean up and fine-tune. Cut down on a
lot of the penalties, especially in the defensive
backfield, and eliminating a lot of the big plays:
big play run and big play pass.

“Overall, I think we’ve been doing a great job
in keeping a team out of the end zone, which is
always our number one priority as a defense. So
far, so good.”

98

Best season total
of tackles turned in
by Giants defensive back
Antrel Rolle, who set
the mark last year.

713

Career tackles by Rolle
during his nine years
in the NFL, with the
Cardinals and Giants, 605
of which were solo tackles.

6

Best season total
of interceptions by Rolle,
set last year, his fourth
with the Giants. None were
returned for touchdowns.

SOURCE: sports.yahoo.com

Peppers
adjusting
to new
defense

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Julius Peppers
isn’t worried, and he doesn’t think Green
Bay Packers fans should be concerned,
either.

Peppers, the Packers’ prized offseason
acquisition, understands why some fans
might have some reservations about him.
He’s 34 years old. He’s entering his 13th
NFL season. He’s a rarity for the draft-
and-develop Packers — a big-name free-
agent signee.

And although he appears to still be in
tip-top physical condition, even Peppers
acknowledges that it’s reasonable to won-
der just how much he has left.

“You know, I guess it’s something that
you expect,” Peppers said. “There’s not a
lot of 34-year-old de-

fensive ends playing in ']
the league, so I guess We'll play
it’s a fair question.” a little bit
Peppers’ perfor- A
mance in the team’s more this
preseason opener at week and
Tennessee last week H
didn’t do much to an- see if we
swer that question. can get a
I&Ie glayeddl?l snaps | little better
and admitted he was - y
a non-factor. He was this week.
also out of position on Julius Peppers
Shonn Greene’s first- Packers LB

quarter  touchdown
run, as Greene went right through the area
Peppers vacated when he rushed upfield.

“I didn’t get much done,” Peppers said.
“But it’s a start. It’s a start. We'll play a
little bit more this week and see if we can
get a little better this week.”

But Peppers cautioned, he shouldn’t be
judged on what he’ll do this season based
on one rain-soaked game that doesn’t
count.

“We’ll see about that,” he said. “I'm not
really going to get into too much discussing
what I can and can’t do. I'm going to let the
film speak for it.”

As with other aging pass rushers who
switched teams — DeMarcus Ware, who
went from Dallas to Denver, and Jared
Allen, who went from Minnesota to Chi-
cago, it’s reasonable to wonder just how
productive Peppers will be with his new
team.

He had 7Y sacks last season for the
Bears while playing 855 snaps, and the
Packers believe less will be more for him:
Fewer snaps, more production.

The feeling in the locker room since
Peppers’ signing in March — from Aaron
Rodgers to Clay Matthews and down the
line — has been one of excitement.

While transitioning to playing outside
linebacker in a 3-4 scheme for the first
time in his career has been a challenge,
the coaches still believe that rushing the
passer doesn’t change despite the defen-
sive alignment.

“Julius is doing good. We’ve asked a lot
of him. We haven’t just lined him up in
one spot,” Packers coach Mike McCarthy
said. “He’s picked it up quickly, he’s getting
more and more comfortable, particularly
whom he’s playing next to and things like
that. I think he’s having a solid camp.”
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Uphill: Some come back successfully, while others just aren't the same

WiLL Vracovic, Tampa Bay Times/MCT

After playing just five games with the Green Bay Packers in 2008, linebacker Danny Lansanah played in the United Football League and
worked helping troubled teens. He ended up with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers for one game last season, and is listed as a backup this year.

WR looking to move from booth back to field

By TEREsA M. WALKER
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Derek Hagan sat
around last season hoping for a call from an
NFL team. His phone never rang.

This offseason, the receiver only heard
from one team and not until mid-June. Now
he is in training camp with the Tennessee
Titans hoping to earn aroster spot that keeps
him in the league for his eighth season.

“Obviously being out two years is really
not a good look for me,” Hagan said. “I was
already branching off doing other things.
Now I'm here, and I'm glad I stayed in shape
and stayed into the game. I'm happy and I'm
thankful and I'm here.”

He was in training camp this time last
year with Tampa Bay only to be released
in late August. He returned home to South-
ern California where he worked out all fall,
staying in shape just in case a team called.
But he also started working as an analyst
for a Fox Sports Radio show in case his ca-
reer indeed was over.

“It was one of those things that was dif-
ficult just because I'd been playing for so
long,” Hagan said. “I just started thinking
about, ‘OK, what am I going to do if I don’t
play next year?””

Hagan, a third-round draft pick by Miami
out of Arizona State in 2006, kept working

Mark HumPHREY/AP

Derek Hagan wasn't called by any teams
last season, so he went to work for Fox

Radio. This year, Hagan is trying to
win a spot with the Tennessee Titans.

out in case some team called needing a re-
ceiver in a hurry. He finally took a break in
November but returned to his usual offsea-
son workout in February.

By the time the Titans called Hagan, they
only had a three-day minicamp left in their
offseason program. Hagan came in, got an
iPad loaded with the playbook and started
learning the offense. That proved fairly

easy for a veteran with 129 catches for 1,480
yards and six touchdowns with Miami, the
Giants, Oakland and Buffalo.

“I had that whole month off to learn the
playbook,” Hagan said. “I learned it, and
now it’s pretty easy. Once they call a play,
I know where I'm going and I don’t have to
think about it too much.”

Hagan has looked good in training camp.
The Titans have Kendall Wright, Justin
Hunter and Nate Washington as their top
three receivers with Hagan competing
against Marc Mariani, Michael Preston and
Brian Robiskie for either two or three spots
depending on how many receivers the team
keeps.

At 6-foot-2 and 210 pounds, Hagan also
brings some size with his experience.

Sitting out a season can be tougher on a
receiver because of how much running is
required. Titans coach Ken Whisenhunt
says Hagan is in good shape and has worked
hard in training camp.

“He’s really been impressive,” Whisen-
hunt said. “I wasn’t sure what to expect
from that standpoint, but he’s learned very
well and we’ve been able to move him in dif-
ferent spots and he’s made a lot of plays. So
it’s an impressive camp so far for him.”

Hagan is just working as hard as he can.

“I'm very thankful to have another
chance,” Hagan said.

FROM BACK PAGE

Meanwhile, his older brother
Hamza — who had been a back-
up defensive back in Arizona
— never received another oppor-
tunity to catch on with a team.

“The biggest thing is putting
in the work, proving you want to
be there,” Husain Abdullah said.
“You can’t lose faith, and you have
to be confident in yourself.”

Joe McKnight was released by
the Jets last season, spent a year
away, and now is trying to catch
on in Kansas City. Brandon Lloyd
was cut by the Patriots and is
trying to make it with the 49ers,
the team that originally drafted
him. Fellow wide receiver Derek
Hagan spent a year away doing
radio work and is trying to earn a
Jjob with the Titans.

“I put the same amount of pres-
sure on myself as I did when I was
younger,” said Lloyd, who dab-
bled in acting during his hiatus.
“There’s always been a couple
things that I say to myself — not
to let the playbook defeat me, to
give maximum effort every time
and to make the plays.”

Danny Lansanah played five
games for Green Bay in 2008.
After spending time in the UFL,
he began working for a reha-
bilitation program for troubled
teens, and had nearly given up on
playing in the NFL again. When
the Jets called out of the blue last
season, he gave it a shot.

It didn’t work out in New York,
but he was signed by Tampa
Bay and appeared in one game
last season. Now, he’s listed as
the Buccaneers’ second-team
linebacker.

“When I got that second chance,
I just made the best of my oppor-
tunity. Now I'm here,” he said.
“I'm just enjoying the game of
football, enjoying my teammates.
They’re all great guys. I'm com-
ing out here and giving my all
every day.”

Packers defensive tackle John-
ny Jolly also made the most of a
second chance. After serving a
prison term for narcotics posses-
sion, he managed to earn a job
in training camp after three full
seasons away. He started eight
times and played in 13 games last
season before getting hurt.

Not all comebacks work out
nearly as well, though.

After playing for three teams
in 2010, former All-Pro wide re-
ceiver Randy Moss was out of the
league for a year. He came back
in 2012 with San Francisco but
was hardly the same player, play-
ing in 16 games but catching only
28 passes for 434 yards.

“Truly, it's a case-by-case
basis,” Chiefs general manager
John Dorsey said. “Once you
know athletically where they are,
can they get to where they were?
That’s what you have to ask.

“There’s so much, ‘What-have-
you-done-for-me-lately,” Dorsey
said, “but if you’re fine with them,
you’re comfortable with the per-
son, you did the research, then T
think that’s the ultimate deciding
factor. How much does he really
have left?”
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Best in the

business?

Cardinals DE Campbell
tired of being ‘underrated’

By Bos Baum
The Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Arizona
Cardinals coach Bruce Arians
calls Calais Campbell one of the
most underrated players in the
NFL.

It’s a description the big defen-
sive end doesn’t really like.

“To me it's a term that you
don’t want because you’d rather
be viewed
as one of the
best in the
game,” he
said, “but
it's nice that
if you're
not getting
the top ac-
colades, at
least people
know  that
youre work-
ing hard an
they recognize you a little bit. So
it’s better than nothing.”

An imposing 6-foot-8 and 300
pounds, Campbell is widely laud-
ed for his talents by coaches and
players around the league.

Yet he has never made it to the
Pro Bowl, something that Arians
says “baffles” him.

One reason is the 3-4 defensive
scheme the Cardinals use. That
leaves Campbell inside to fight
off double teams while others
make the play. In the 4-3 system,
defensive ends rush the passer
and accumulate the kind of sack
totals that result in a Pro Bowl
invitation.

“When you start getting guys
with all the sacks and stuff as
rush ends in a 4-3, they’re going
to get the hype to go to the Pro
Bowl,” Arians said.

Last year, at least, he was a Pro
Bowl alternate.

Campbell toils in the trenches
and, as far as responsibilities go,
his duties often are nearly the
same as a defensive tackle.

“Me and (Darnell) Dockett
pretty much do the exact same
thing but he is considered a D-
tackle and me a D-end,” Camp-
bell said, “but that’s a good thing
because when I got the fran-
chise tag I got the defensive end
money.”

Campbell spent a mere two
months as a franchise player in
early 2012 before signing a five-
year, $51 million contract, with
$31 million guaranteed.

The defensive tackle-defen-
sive end confusion even spread to
quarterback Carson Palmer, who
called Campbell “probably one of
the more underrated D-tackles in
the league.”

Campbell

By the numbers

9

Sacks accumulated last
season by Cardinals
DE Calais Campbell,

a career high. He also had
27 QB pressures.

58

Tackles by Campbell last
season. He also had 8
tackles for a loss, tied for
second-most on the team
with LB Karlos Dansby.

4

Consecutive seasons
in which the versatile
Campbell has had
at least 50 tackles
and six sacks.

6th

Overall rank of the
Cardinals’ defense last
season. Arizona was
ranked first in the NFL
against the run.

The C:

SOURCE: Pro-football-reference.com

In reality, Campbell plays
all along the defensive line, de-
pending on what set is employed
by defensive coordinator Todd
Bowles.

“I move around a lot,” he said.
“I play nose tackle sometimes ...
and even outside on the tight end
sometimes.”

That versatility is a tribute to
Campbell’s athleticism, Arians
said.

“He’s got great extension and
length. Also he bats a lot of balls
down,” the coach said. “It (his
height) is an advantage as long as
he can bend. Some tall guys can’t

Ross D. FRANKLIN/AP

Calais Campbell is tired of being known as one of the NFL’s most ‘underrated’ players.

Arizona’s versatile 3-4 defensive end would prefer to be simply known as one of the best in the game.

bend, they have to stay out on the
edge. He can bend so he can play
all four positions across the front.
His athletic ability allows him to
do that.”

Campbell was an integral part
of a defense that ranked sixth
overall and first against the run
last season.

“It’s a team effort,” Campbell
said. “It comes down to playing
well with your team and mo-
tivating the guys around you.
The good players make the ones
around them better. Those are
the guys who really are the top
of the game, the ones that go

out there and command double
teams and don’t get any stats but
make the team around them bet-
ter. The linebackers and other
linemen are able to make big-
time plays.”

Two and a half weeks shy of his
28th birthday, he is in the prime
of his career.

Despite the persistent double-
teams, Campbell had a career-
high nine sacks last season and
58 tackles. His 8 tackles for loss
tied for second-most on the team.
Campbell also forced a fumble,
recovered two fumbles and had
27 quarterback pressures. It was

the fourth straight season he had
at least S0 tackles and six sacks.

And, no matter what anyone
says, Campbell is a defensive
end.

“I've always been a D-end
growing up and I feel like a D-
end,” he said. “I want to compete
against the best and I want to
be considered the best just from
hard work and dedication. Right
now there’s a lot of good players
in this league. It feels good to be
amongst them, but when it’s all
said and done I want to be the
best in the game. That’s always
been the motivation.”
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Allmendinger shines light on 1-car team
Auto racing, Page 58

Golson regains job as starting QB for Irish
College football, Page 55
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